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None of old were wont to be Ba ptized, but in agrown Age, 
and fuch as defired it. Ludovic. Vive de Civit. Dei. lib, r 
Cap. 37. 

Bapclzins of Thildren was aot in-ule in Paxt's time, Ero/ 


m-':; on th Romans, 

There tuch thing as Sprinkling uſed in Baptiſm in 
the Ap» 5 time, nor many Apes atier them. Jfr, Mede 
on Titus 3.5 


The Baptiſm of Iefanis nach not-been praftiſed in England for | 


about fixty Years, In{an; Rantiſm being introduced ; it the 
room thereof :; Whij therefore ſhouli 3ir. Harriſon revive 

an Abdicated Controverſte, and torce his Diſcourſe upon 
us-abovt a Non-entity > For h.ving laid aſide the Command. 
ment of Ged, ye bold the Tradition of men ; making 1b+ Wor4 
of Gud of none effect, Mark 7. $, 13. 
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None of old were wont to be Ba ptized, but in a grown a 
and fuvch as defired it. Ludovic. Vive de Civit. Dei. lib, r. 


Cap. 27. 


| Bapcizing of Children was 8ot un ule 10 Paul's time, [9 
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{ There tuch thing as Sprinkling uſed in Baptiſm in 


the Ap, 5 time, nor many Ages atier them. Mr, Meds 
On Titus 3.5 | 
The Bapriſa of lafamis hath not been praftifed in England for 
about fixty Years, In{an; Rantiſm being introduced it the 
room thereof : Why therefore thoul1 &ir. Harriſon revive 
an Abdicated Controverſie, and torce his Diſcourſe upon 
us about ta Non - entity : For hrving lard ade 196 Conmand- 
ment of Ged, ye hol4 the Tradition of men ; making 1b+ Word 
of Ged of none effect, Mark 7.8, 13. 
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READER: 


Chr ſti an Re a 4 er, 


Ur real Purpoſe and Deſign in pretent- 
ing this ſmall Epiſtic to thy View and 
ierions Conſideration, is to {atishe all 
who patiently wait for the vlorious 

appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and all who 

have peruſed that {candalous Pampblc {et forth 
by Mr. Aichae! Harrtſs n of Potters Pury : But 
2{pecially to the ſatisfying of ali Pour Sous, who 

, may be &flatisfyed, inhaviting ia and about Sto- 

ny Stratford, Fardly, Gubvin, Potters Pury, Pauls- 

. Pury, and elſewhere ; and aiſo to clear our 

ſclves from all thoſe uncharitable ReſleMions 

and (candalous Aſperttions which Mr. #{zrri/0n 
bath uagratetally gfven forth az 221 0lk us, who are 
falſly called An4v4apiits : The refore ſeeing the 

Cauſe of Gal ly: as ſtake, an4 his Holy Trath 

A 2 __ defamed 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


defamed, can do no leſs than endeavour to clear 
our lelves, and Vindicate our Lord and Maſter's 
Cante, owned by Us, ard held forth in Holy 
Writ. 

That we are no Diſturbers of the Publick 
Peace, but endeayour to live ir» Love, and to 
keep the [lnity of the Spirit in the Bond of Pezce, 
Is very well known to ſome of you : And that 
we are not either envious or troubleſome i Mat- 
ters of Religion, wherein we are obliged to ex- 
cel in Love and Virtue; which may evidently 
appear in our Carriage towards Mr. Harriſon, 
when firſt he came into theſe parts; who mors 
ready to Yingicate him, and to ſtop the Mouths 
of them that reproachſully defamed him, than 
we have been? But Mr. Harriſon, -Abab like, 
x Xings 18.17. retorteth on us, as though we ” 
were the Troublers of 7/rac!, when he at the {ame 
time is ſetting up his Poſts by God's Poſts, and 
Contemning cur Lord and Saviour's own Ordi- 
nance and Appointment, and inſtead thereof ſets 
vp Will-worſhip and Humane Tradition, as the 
Common-Prayer-Book declares, they doubt not 
but that God favourably allows this Charitable 
Work of theirs, in bringing Infants to Holy 
Baptiſm. Do but Obſerve the Words, and how 
plainly they are laid down, then any Unpre- 
judiced Man may ſee, how Mr. Harriſon Con- 
tradicts the Church of which he was a Miniſter 
fo many Years. But witat is that, ard many 
more of his ſayings,: but to darken Counſel by 
Words withont Knowledge, 7ob 38. 2. But he 
hath Confidence enough, when he thinks to prove 
Infants Baptiſm to be God's Ordinance, in a 
Book of a Groat, whenas his Predeceſlors w_ 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


all their Study and Pains could not do it with all 
their great Volumes, ; 
Bur, Chriſtian Reader, that thou mayeſt be 1n- 
formed ot thoſe Ignorart, or Wilful Abules, Mr. 
Harriſon throws upon us; and how he Contra- 
dicts himſelf, like Mr, Zaxrer, whoſe Arguments 
are his Proof, and his Refleftions his Arrows, 


which he ſhoots toriouſly at his deſpiſed Neigh- 


bours, beyond the Rule of Chriſtianity, yea, Of 
Civility, But that thou mayeſt know, whetner 
Mr. Harriſon's Heart and Tougue goes toge- 
ther, conſider theſe following Particulars. 

Firſt, That he aſſerts from the Pulpit and the 
Preſs in his Printed Book, that our Way of 
Baptizing over Head in Water, is not lawlul, 
but a heinons fin ; and after this Book was print- 
ed and pubhſhed, Mr. Harriſon confelled and 
decl>rec in the preſence of many, he did believe 
and allow our way of Bapiizing to bc lawtu), 
and warrantable by the Word of Geog 

Secondly, Mr. Harriſon declared in his own 
Houſe in Potrers-Pary, in the preſence of us and 
many others, 1 hat Go4”s Decree was before hu For e= 
knowledge : Herein we hope his Fallacy will plain- 
ly appear to the World, as it doth in mzny more 
of bis Afſertions which you may ſce, viz, when 
he ſaith, That God hath from all Eternity decreed a 
particular number of Maniynd to be unavoidably dam- 
ned, and leaveth them withoue any Means of Mercy, 
or Hopes of Recouiry: And further he adds, Tha: 
Chriſt never dyed for them. But theſe things be- 
iog ſo Erroneous in the Eyes of molt Chriſtiana 
People, he would fain cover. his Opinion with 
applauſe, viz. That Chiiſt dyed not for all alike, 
contrary to his former Ajleriions, 
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The Epiſtle tothe Reader. 


Thireiy, Mr. Harrijan hath greatly defamed 
the Works of Mr. Zeury Danvers, in his laſt 
Book ; and ſince that ſame Book was Pnbliſhed, 
Mr. H«rriſon hath declared publickly, that he 
had never feen any Book of Mr. Danvers's Wri- 
fings; which is admirable, that he which pre- 
tends fo much Honeſty and Civility, ſhould 
abuſe a Man of fo much Wiſdom, Larning, Ho- 
neſty, Sobriety and Holy Converſatian, though 
now deceaſed ; and yet to confeſs he knew him 
not, nor his Writings, all which jhews his Pre- 
judice againſt the Truth. And many more things 
he hath unjuſtly charged againſt ns, but not be- 
Ing willing to. byrthen the Impartial Reader, 
nor tire your Paticnce with Mr. Harri/or's Book, 
which is Fo full of Contradiftion to his own 
Confeſſion at other times, and therefore we ſhall 
not perticularize that which is ſo Tull of Errors, 
but fhall commir the following Treatiſe to yeur 
Peruſal : So, Chriſtian Readers, Deſiring your 
Chriſtian Conhderation, and wiſhing God may 
be pleaſed ro pive you a Dilcerning, Spirit, to 
pres je Irath and Error, and to weigh 
all tings herein by the Word of Truth, i9 
wiſhing all good Succeſs to your Holy Progrels, 
and that ye may go on in Holineſs, and be Happy 
here, and Eternally kcicafrer, is the Detire of 
1s who are, and delire co remain 


\ Serments to all in the Bond of the Goſpel, 
George Bovlton, 


John Brittain, jun, 


William Wright. 
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T0 IF ME 


ADER:> 


Courtcous Reader, 


2 t. a Hi nappy Lnt at t1215 time to br engaged 
with Mr. Michael Harriſon in this Controver- 
fie : Not /ponraneouſly, but by the Importuni, 'yof 

others. The Cauſe I am engaged in i 2004 > not only 
as it ws Canſa Dei, but al/o as it is in the juſt Defence 

of his People from thoſe invidions Cal nnies be ba 

thrown upon them. All Alen eſteem a Defenſrve MW: 
lawfu, bec tale ws t0 prefer t ue tie mſel ues in thelr own 
juſt Riohtr. Mz. Harrifon hath deal! by the Baptiſt s 
a the French King hath by the Potent " and People 
of Earope, er ered into a War arainſt ther who did 
him ng Injury, but lived in Pe —_ Amity with him - 
Hnd therefore their oppoſing force to force, tm their 
own Defence, 4774 for the 1natnt ainins the Liverties 
of Europe, cannot be atherwwiſe than lawful, This ss 
0.4” Caſe : Mr, Harriſon, cer Mmpelf was Gecrome 
; Diſenter, could not ve c mented t9 en joy the Liber- 
a 4 '} 


The Author to the Reader. 


ty of hts Conſcience 10 Worſhip God ( by the Favour of 
or Rulers, who bave permitted him the qiaer- and 
eaceable Exerciſe of Religion ) Im bis own way, but 
he muſt be diſtur bing his quiet and pecceable Neigh- 
bours ;, Preaching and Printing againſt them in ſuc! 
'# ſhameful and nnpreſudened manner, that they were 
not able to be I lent, but Neceſſuated to write tn thei 
own Defence. Wha ever therefore 14 the —_— 
of this Undertaking, we arc to be excuſed, and the 
Ne lame muſt lye at ht; Door, he being the Apgreſſor, 
After bis to {t Boch was publ:ſhed, Mr. Hercules 
” itn: ad write an Anſwer thereto, which was ſuff:- 
cient to have ſilenced him from any farther proſecution 
twerepf, together with that addition made by that emt- 
—_ { carned , Uiniſter, Mr. Richard Claridge. 
But as if nothing had been done of this kind, he rims 
Over bis Old Niwe Arouments again; wn bis ſecond 
Book, without (ring a ſolid Anſwer ro any thing that 
thoſe Gentlemen had ſaid. And for want of 1s ath, 
Reaſon and Arg 120; ent | 0 acfend bis own Pofition, "x 
iu s bis Book, mth ſcurrilous and abuſive Lanonage, 
railing and reviling, ridic: uling and reproachino both 
them and the whole Pay ly : 99 \ that his Books can be 
eftcemed by ſober judicious Chriſtians, no other than 
/ Fang tous Libels, 
nd if this be the firſt Fruits of his Labour tn print, 
It's a6 "ld he either ſtop bere, or aitcr his Mode 
of Writing, for in both theſe Tratts he hath dipt is 
{ en in Gall and Vinegar ; yea, in the Poy/on of Aſps. 
That this is true, "ill appear, if we confider, Tra: 
hie 1s not centented only to accuſe the Baptiſts tn general 
(799, whatever be thinks, are n0 mconſiderable Par- 
y ) mith Error, Here (ic ie 'and Blaſphemy in Potnts of 
Dattrine, but Unchr Aſt ian Carriages, fearful Curſes ; 
2ta, wich Aur ger it ſelf , and what their Imploymen: 
Af?) 


The Author to the Reader. 


hath been to Play wit! Rattles, ride on Hobby-hoy ſes , | 


ard wallow in thttr owa Dung, with much more of this 
kind, which I have faithfully Collefted from his two 
Books, and placed together s the entrance of my own, 
that the World may ſee what a Monſter of a Man 1 
have to deal with in this Undertaking, 

If therefore Fhave let drop any words, winch ma 
favour of great Indignation againſt ſuch a procedure, 1 
hope the Reader will make a Charitable Conſiruftion of 
it : For as the Apoſtle ſaith in another Caſe, He 
hath Compelled me. 

Having thus given this brief Account, both of the 
Occaſion, and Manner of Manageino this Underta. 
Ling, I ſball commit it to thy ſerious and imnartiat 
Perufal and Conſideration, Begging that the Father 
of Liohts may aſſiſt thee there, that ( thro? his Bleſ- 
ſing ) ut may be a Means of thy Illummation in the 
1 ruths of Chrilt :. and ( through Its Grace ) of the 
Ealvation of thy precious Soul, 


W.R. 


/ 


he — — ___ _ ,  _— , A 0 AA EPIC YET. Aa eo oe SY go ry EE WID_ 


—_ 


- 
| 
fy 4 - 
#* 
: 
- 
- 
4 
. F 
: 
i" 
|Y 
TS = 
i; 
\ $ | 
Ss 
EE 
3 
A 
: 
4 


—_— - _- ————— wx ——— -  - ——— 


The EPISTLE of the Author to 
Mr. Michac! Harriſon, Teacher of 4 
Fresbyterian Congregation in Pot- 
ters-Pury im Northampton-thire. 


Sy / R, 
F” Our Perion I Know not, but IT can with great 
facility Cilcern your Spirit, 2n4 the Frame and 
Temper of your Mind, by your ewo Boks ; 
for it's diſcovered ( almoſt) jn every Para- | 
graph thereoi. [I have endeavoured to thun following your 
Example, eQuoad | boteſt , with aq, nom to the Nature of the 


thing, and t inflead of Railin Z ) to give you Scr;;' tre, f 
Reaton and Argument, for what 1 have ſaid. But 'whe- | 
ther after all ( as to you! ſelf ) I have no! loſt mw la- [ 
bour, you are bet able to reſolve. For my own part, I =T 
have little hopes of fuc2, who fet themlelves to oppoſe V 
and contradit the Truths of God in ſuch a wiy as you t 
have done. However, 1 have ( accoriing to my power ) t 
endeavoured yout Convidtion ; being exhorred by the V 
Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 2,25. in Mzekneſs 10 injt uF thoſe 1bit op: n 
poſe them! 27, i (God peraauenture w:1l grove | en Kepentance, VE 
19 the achnmwicdging of rhe Truto. Bots Dear vir, remem- w 
ber, that ( in the Judgment of the Apoſtle ) it's but a A 
neradventure ; be not therefore high min nded, ! ot tear: For, VC 
( 4s nc Lord aid to Paul ) It's hard for thee o fck angunit 1s 
the Pricks ; to ipurn againlt the Authority < f J:[us Chet ſn th 
in his Wo:d. VO 

Sir, Oae Eminent Inſtance of your Wiltull Oppotition oe 
do Truth, and thz Conviction of your « own Conſcience, FO 

, that vou tell vs about Ann 1n Fobn 3.23. And Fobr: 
a was bartting in Finn, near tc Salim, becauſe thre a F 


wap muc) water there; and they came and mere bartis' 


The Epiſt ie of the Author, &C. 


Now, Sir, You tei] us it could no! be ſuppoſed 'to be 
done by dipping, nay, almoſt impollible it tho! 1!d, becauſe 
of the extreun (carcit! oft Weter, that there was nor 
Water to dip ſack multitudes 1. That at rn, where 
Fobn was baptizing, enere was not much water. Arwor is 
but Ocuſus an Eye, a very little Fowitatn, now here you 
(peak directly contrary to tne very Letter of the Text : 
For the Hol Ghoſt faich, There was much water : And 
you ſay, There was not rich water. Which muſt we be. 
lieve? This is a bold and daring Aﬀertion. 

Now Mr. H. Collins, tn his Antwer to your firſt Book, 
ſufficiently confurtes this Alertion of yours 3 not only 
from Scripture, but by the Authority of Learned Mey, 
( who alſo were for Infant-!prinxling ) as the Learned 
Lizhtfoot, Dr. Fimmmonl, Eraſmus, and that protound Crj- 
tick, Mr. Poole, who all teitihe there was Pools of Warer, 
many Waters, guſhing Streams of Water, and that the 
Word fo front? s boris 11 the Gree! ant Syrian Langna- 
ges Now 1t you had contetſed - ow trror '2 Your Se» 
cond Book, you hi heard nothing trom me about it. 

Bit in vour lecond Book you | peril 1 your oppoſt- 
tion Hexetmnto, for you fay in pag-s 33. Nr. Collins faith, 
{ have contradicted the Scripture, in a laving there was not 
much Water there : Which you are plealcd to fay is no 
contradiction ; for notw ithſta::ding the Scripture faith other- 
wile, yet vou fay, what I have ſaid is true. And yon 
bring tbe Evidence of the Learned Piſ{cator ( after all chis } 
to contrad:0t your isIt : The words are theſe, v2]: ra.c:, 
videmur ſegnificare plures rivos, XC, That the words hp- 
nifile many Rivers, ec. It there was many RFivers, ( as 
your Author laith ) no Man can doubt bur there was much 
water, and that jt was a fit place to dip multitudes in. 
And why you brought this Teſtimony, unleſs ro confute 
your {eif, I know not. The next Tetlimony you bring 
1s Hierom, Aque multe rrant ailic, there was much water 
there, But becaute rhar would nave directly contradicted 
your ſelf, you tay, whic' Hl; buſe Engiithes many Wa- 
ters. And you fay the Town had its Name from forme 
Tommtains of Water fprivging there. Ant ae further tay, 
That Anon come; from the Hobrew Wer \, 'P Unajin, 
a Fountain. A Man wouid have thought al! ths had deet1 
2 ful] Corfuration of you; [et f, ani you hat been hereby 
£1 TOH1 ate. felt. - ONCE. eg, 


e 
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T he Epiſtle of the Author 


Bat aiter all this, you fhll oppoſe the Truth 2s wel ; 
as your feli, by ſaying it fignihes an Eye, a little Foun- 
tain, ſending forth but little water, in conformity to the 
Eye : There really wes but little water, a Man might ſtop 
['t with the Foot. What, can @ Man {fop many Rivers with 
his Foot - I hope you will Huſh at che reading cf ſuch 
ftily Conrcradidtions a5 theſe 

But yet { you ſay.) there was much, that is, many Wa- 
ters ; here Conſcience began to check you, and forced 
another Confeflion from you, but immediately by your Ex- 
plication you contradict it again: For, you lay, there was 
teveral little Holes, 11s Eves, guſning our Water. But 
13 the next Words ( you lay) there was much water. 
Wel!, but how do vou make that out? As a Bucker-tul} 
's compared with a Spoon-full. 1 was afraid thoſe many 
Rivers would have o4windled to notnins 

B't: you confels, there was a Bucket full of water ro 
61} thoſe many Rivers, and to ſupply their conſtant courle 
oft flowing ; and fo (you fay ) comparatively there was 
much, and yet really bat a little water. It this be not 
to write againſt che Light of your own Underſtanding, and 
to ſtruggle with the Convictions of bur own Conſcience, 
[ know not what is, We may lee by this, wha: ſhift ſome 
Men will make to ſupport an Error, when once they have 
eſpouſed ic. The Greek words in that Text ate, 1 v/x]4 
490.4 wv £14, which Arias Montznus renders, Quir aque 
mult erant illic, Becauſe there was much water there ; 
25 our Tranſlators have alſo done : And the Learned Leigh, 
in his Crities Sacra, faith, TTow;, multus, much; and in 
2pproved Authors, as Tvucy4, Homer, and others, it's uſed 
for things that are greac, large, excelling, eminent, &c. 
Teſte Budao. With the ſeventy Interpreters. there :s nothing 
more uſual than ro regder it thus 3 as Gen. 15.1. Exceed- 
irg great, Plalm 36.6. A great deep ; 1 Rings 4-29. Exceed- 
zng much, And it's ſo taken Lxke 16. 19. -where it's twice 
rendred much. 

And- ſeeing you have mentioned the Hebrew, give me 
leave allo to let gown whe two Hebrew words that anſwer 
to it, viz. MB FRI, Majim rabbim : Majim {ignifies Wa- 
ters, Forres @ Flumina, Fountains and Rivers; Rab. fig- 
niftes In the fingular much, great, chief ; and 8s Lejgh faith, 
Multus magnus apponitur tdruo & pauco; It ſignifies much 
8nd great, oppoſed to little and few : But here it's ule! 

in 


to My. Michael Harriſon, 


in the plura! Number, which encreafes its hgnification ; 
See Robertſon s Hebrew DiCtionary, and Lrigh's Critic (acra ; 
And as for the other word ÞY, Gnajir, an Eye, a Foun. 
tain, as it's rendred a Fountain in many other places of the Old 
Teſtament, {o particularly in Gen. 16. 7. it's twice fo rendred 
in that one verſe; And the Angel of the Lird found ber by 
« Fountain of Water in the Wilderge(s, by the Fountain In the 
way 10 Shur : But if in this and mary viher places where 
the ſame Word occurs, we ſhould underſtani! it an Eye, 
inſtead of a Fountain, what firarge work ſhould we make in 
inter preting Scripture ? ſuch that would not become one who 
eſteems himſelf a Maſter of Reaſon, and a Teacher in Iſrael. 

Bur, Sir, I perceive your ipeaking of the Name of the 
Town, which was not at all! to the purpole, was to lead 
us from the Truzh of the thing, which was the Matter 
in Queſtion ; vit, That there was much Water, as the Ho- 
ly Spirit faith. 

Betore I pals this place, the Jaſt Words in Fobn ;. 23. 
are in Greek, *, 4CaT;iCoy7o, and were dipped. The Hebrers 
172W9, vaitabelu, a * were dipped For as Bafuro fign!'« 
kes to dip, or plunge irto che Water, and impliech th 
waſking of their whole Bodies, even ſo the Hebrew Root 
Tib1l ( from whence is uled this Word jn the Text in 
the pzilive form vaitabelu ) tignihes, He dipped. The ſame 
that is uſed in 2 Kings 5. 14+ Then went he down, and dipped 
himſelf ſeven times in Jordan, accoriling 10 the ſaying of the 
Man of God. rom hence you may oblerve, That when this 
word 15 rendred to weſh, it figoihes 0 other waſhing than 
what is performed by dipping and plunging the whole body 
under the Water : For 1n ver. 19. Its faid by the Prophet, 
Go and waſh ic Fordan ſroen times, and 1n wer. 14. according 
to that Command, He Yaipped him/z!f in Fordan feun 
t1m* 5. 

And to let you fee what Iirifting you have b-en guilty 
of in both thole Tracts, about the Meaning of this place, 
ad it been Sprinkling intended, it muſt have been trem 
Kantizo in the Greek, to iprinkie; or from TMJ, Naz 4h 
in the Hebrew, he ſprinkled ; but neither of theſe are uted 
ia this place, but inſtead thereo! 1ts AU, Taba!, he dip- 
ped, from whence it's derived, which are as ditereut borh 
2< to Letters and Stgmhcation, 4s any two Words can 
we!} be ; tor that Spriokling is avt V1pping, Rantizirg 15 net 
Laptizing, Belles, 
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Beſides, It's plain, trom the reaſon given by the Holp 
Spirit in the Text, why J-bn baptized in this place, 7. - 
becauſe there was much water. Bur if he had not plunges! 
them inco the water, aud overwhelmed thern with jt, ( a 
the word fenifies) but only tprinkled their Faces with a 
few drops thereof, thi's Reaſon had been without Foun- 
&3tion : For, as Cornelius 4 Lapide ovterves, A very little 
water would have ſerved to have ſprinkled thouſands : 
But their manner of baptizing being ro dip the whole 
Body under water, therefore much water was neceMary 
thereunto, without which the Act of baptizing could not 
be performed. And as Eraſmus faith upon the place, .#non 
( in the $r12n Tongue ) fignihes guſhing ſtreams of Wz- 
ter, by reaſon whereof there was plenty of Water to bap- 
tize 'the People withall. And our Learned Critick, Mr. 
Matr. Poole, iaith ts upon the place, It 1s from this ap« 
parent, that both Chriff and Fohn baptized by dipping the 
Body in Water, elle they need not have fought places, 
where there had been greac plenty of Waters. 

I ſhall tay no more to 1t, for this is more than fuffi- 
cieat to ſatiche any rational Man about the meaning of 
this place: And, Sir, If you will not acknowledge tuch a 
wilfuill Error as this, 1 ſha!l delpair of curing your inf- 
del:iry. 

zly. I deſire you to obſerye, that the great ſtreſs you 
lay upo13 ine word Q77v, Gnolam, Gen, 17. to piGye 
that Covenaur of Circumciſion to be the Covenant of Grace, 
is becaule ( you tay } that word ſignifies eternsl. Now 
if you your tei{ did not doubt the truth of your own 
Aﬀertion, what makes you (ay in your fecond Book, pag 
17. The Covenant of Grace is immutable and eternal. there- 
fore Grolum wvoth here ſignitie a perpetual F:ernity. Ur, 
this 15 accorting to the common Proverb, To run . round 
Jike 3 Horie in a Mill: For, Fzrſt, You prove ( as you 
{ay ) the Covenant of Circumc;lion, Gen. 17. to be eternal], 
decaulc nan tigniftics eternal 3 and then you prove 
Gnltm to be eternal, becauſ> the Coyenant is eternal. 1 
pray Sir, ſhew us the M:dinm if you can: And tl you 
do, it's nothing tc your purpole ; and yet the main piltar 
of your D:lcourie 15 founde:l upon this doubttul Iloterps e- 
tation of the Word Grelims 

But, Sir, *$uppole ( as Mr. Collins hath already told you ) 
that tliis work 15 not limited toa par p-tuai Eternicy, bur 
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oftentimes ſignifies a much ſhorter {pace of Time, then all 
vou have f-:d from Gen. 17. is inſignificant. 

" That it is { ro be underſtood, 1 will give you the 
Opinion of divers Learned Men 1non it, both Fews and 
Chriſtians 

Leigh in his Critica facra, faith, DI}, Gnolam, Hebre:ys, 
Non ſemper aternum eff, us neque Gracts Awv, fel {ape [ect 
lun, atgue ctiam temporis (patium ſ-culs brevius ſignificas. 
This word Grnlam with the Hebrews dotl: not aiways 
fignifie Eternity, as nerther doth Aim with the Greeks, but 
ic often ftgnifies an Age, 2s allo a ſhorter ſpace oft rune 
than an Age. 

The Learned oblerye two thinrs that are diligently to 
be noted in the ufe of this word. 

1. That when it is afhrineq of God, or other eternal 
things, then it Geſtgns an abſolute Perpertuity and Erer- 
nity. 

2, That wl.en ©* 1s affirmed of things mutable in thei 
own Nature, it deligns only a periodical, or ccumicrt- 
bed Perpetuity, according to tie quality of the Sub- 
ject. 

Of this latter ftignifhcation we have divers Framples 1n 
the Holy Scc'peure, as Deut. 15. 17, ſpeaking there of the 
degenerate Slave, it's laid, Then th5u ſhalt rake an Awl, ant 
thruſt through bis Ear unto the Dow, and he fhill be ths 
Servant for ever ; which can intend no longer than during 
his Life: And it's uſed in the fame fence, r Sam. 27. 1:. 
where Acbiſþ Ring of Gaitb faith of David, Therefore be 
ſhall be my {ervan: for ever : As allo in 1 Sam. 1. 22. Hats 
nal tells her Husband, that Samuct! ſhovid go to Shilsb, 
and there nan wn ever ; Which 15 explained in vey. 2$. to 
be as long as he liveth: And in Exod. 12. 14. ipeaking 
of the Paſſover, Te ſhall keep i a feaſt by an Ordinance for 
ever: And yet your lejt muſt acknowledge, this Ever hath 
been at at end above 1600 years agoe ; the Paſſover be- 
ing aboliſhed by the Death of Chriſt, and in Exod. z 1. 
16. the Sabbath is faſd ro be a perpetual Covenant, and 
yer you do nut think your lelf obliged to keep the Jewiſh 
Sabbath, : 

Now from hence we may fairly infer, That as thoſe 
things before-mentioned aze not to be obſerved, becaute 
they are aboliſhed by the coming ot Chriſt, to neither 15 
the Covenant of Circumciſion, Gen: 17, becauſe the word 
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Gnolam, everlaſting, is added to the other as wel! 2s ec 
that, and fignifies no more than the time of the Fewifh 
Oezconomy, which was to contiriue but 'e{!] the time of Re - 
formation : They being temporary, and mutable, and ſub- 
jefted to the wil! of the Law-gſver, *till the Seed Ghould 
come t5 whom the Promile was made, and then all that 
ſhedowy diſpenſation was done away. 

Relides, Had you been a Maſter of the Hebrew T ongue, 
you might have known, that this in Ger. 17. cannot fig- 
mhe a perpetual Eternity, becauſe the CharaGteriſtical Note 
thereot is there wanting. I will deliver my tence thereof 
:n the Words of that, Learned Rabbi, Kabbi Moles ben 
Maimon, who laith, D7W, Gnolam non neceſſario fienific: 
eternitatemn, aife © conjurgarur "TY, vel "WW, idque wel joft 
ilud ut Gnolam vagned, wel ante grad gnelam. Mor. Ne- 
bechim, Part. 2. Cap. 28. Gneiam doth not r2ceflarily figni- 
tie eternal, except gnad or gned be joyned with ir, and 
that either after it, as gnol4m vagned, or before it, as gnad 
enolam., And, he inſtances in Pſalm 10. 16. tlie Hebrew is, 
"1 oh 70 AN. Fehovah melech gnolam vagned, 


The Lord is King for ever and ever. Thus you may lee2 
Sir, Thole Skilled in the Hebrew, know when it ſignifies 
Eternal, and when not ; altho' you are igaorant of it : And 
becaui= this is not added to it -in Gen. 17. it doth not 
prove it to fignthe to, and therefore not the New-Cove- 
nant becaule that is eternal and tromutable. And thu: 
{ you) fee y the main pillar upon: which you build your 
Anti-c:riſtian Practice of Baby-Rantiſm, is fallen, like 

170m before the Ark of God. Ii pray conſiver it, take 


advice, change your Mind, and practice it 16 longer 3 tor 


it hath no Scripture Authority tor its Foundation. 

Bur, Sir, I cannot cloſe this Epiſtle, without making 
ſome turther Obtervations. 

t. Uvon thar Argument of yours, Part 1. page 44+ Whicl 
you have urged again in Payt 2. page 26. vip. 

That all Chriſt's Diſciples ought to be baptized 1s nor 
dark, Mat. 28. 19. Infants are Dilciples, therefore 'tis 
plain they ought to be baptized. | 

Sir, If I ſhould deny the Minor, neither you, nor al! 
the World are able to prove jt. For Intants are not Ca- 
pable to be :nade Diſciples by the Miniſtry of Men, which 
is there intended in thar Commiſſion, 

But you tel} us, the Command is M&917yvonre myre; 
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Te dJ»n, which you render (as if you did not underſtand 
it ) in chis Tautologizing Eogliſh, Go, diſcigle me all Nations, 
reaching them. 

Now, becauſe I would ( if poſſible ) explain this tro Four 
Underſtanding, I ſhall firſt give you the Opinion of the 
Learned upon this place, and then argue upon it. 

« he Learned Leigh, upon Mar. 28. 19. faith, MaSwrite 
ozTe, Matheteuſate, Go, and teach all Nations; or, Word 
for word from che Greek, Go make them Diſciples, as it 
is expounded Fcbn 4. 1. Diſcipulate ( licezs mibi fic loqui 
gratia decendi ) frve, Facite mibi Diſcipulos. Vile Bulliager. 
Significas es docere, us Mat. 28. 19. & fimul etiam diſcipus 
lum eſſe, ut Mat. 27. 57+ tiom hence you may ſee that it 
is not & bare ſpeaking to them that is nee, bur ſuch 
a teaching of them by which they learned, and were made 
Diſciples of Chriit by the Apoſtle's Miniſtry. And asthe 
word Magus I5 rendred by our Trantflators Diiciple, and 
tn the plural, Diiciples, wiiere it occurrs in the New Te- 
ſtamene in all ocher places ( lo far as I have tound ) and 
particularly hve times in this very Chapter, as I have 
ſhewed in my Epiſtle to the Inhabitants of Aſhſerd, <<. 
concerning Baptilm, why they have rendred it only Teach 
here in ver. 19. the Reader may eaſily gueſs. For you 
cannot but know, it ftgnifies, as a Learned Critick hath 
it, Omnes eos qui dofirinam Chrifli ſeflabrntur, Mat. x. 1. 
and as the Learned Grotius faith, Ita etiam uſurpatur, Mat, 
12.49. Luk. 6.13. AR. 11, 26. multizque alijs in lock. It 
is taken for, a Learner, or Scholar, who ſubmitteth him- 
ſe!lf to another to be taught; which can no way agree 
wich little {fucking Infants, fo foon as they are born. 

lt is diflinguiſhed from Nui oz, in ver. 20, Teaching, 
them : For as it's another word, fo it hath a differenc 
reſpe and fignitication : Mathereuſare in Mar, 28. 19, 1.1 
porting that the Apoltles ſhould reach and mn{troct the 
Gentiles, who were Strangers and Aliens in the Faith 
and Doctrine of che Golpel, thac ehey might believe* 1t, 
and become Diſciples of Chrilt : But H/2,7rorrys, wer: 20. 
Teaching them, vero docere ſigmficas es, qui jam difſeiputs 
reddutt ſunt, Gf Magifterio nofiro jam additti. By which it's 
lain, that you have no- reaſon to imagine that Infants 
can pollibly be here intended ( gus rath ) becaule the firlt 
word intends ſuch as were to be mg4e Diſciples by their 
Miniſtry; and the latter relpects their being inſtructed w. 
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2»)! thoſe other Duties, this new Maſter of theirs, the 


Lord Jeſus required ot them, after they were firſt made 
Diſciples and believed, and were baptized, that the 
might be made perfe& and compleat in all the will of God. 

How falle therefore and incougruous is that rendring 
of the Words, Matheteuſate pante t4 ethn!:, Dilcipulize all 
Nations, as you have done, to ſay, Go, diiciple me all Na- 
tions, teaching, them, when the plain meaning is, That they 
were firſt by their Miniſtry to be made Diſciples of 
Chriſt, and then to be baptized ; as it follows in the Texr. 
And not as you {ay, That when the Parents being taught, 
believe, they are dilcipled, and their Infants with them, 
For it that be the meaning of the Word Matheteuſate, that 
fuch who are fo taught as to believe, are diſcipled, their 
Infants not being capable to be fo taught by the Mini- 
ſtry of the Apoſtles, as to believe, they cannot be Dif. 
ciples ( in your own Underſtanding ) from any meaning 
car be put upon theſe Words by you recited, Ar. 
28.19, 

But further, here is an expreſs Command to baptize 
ſorge Perſons. That they were Believers we athrm, becaute 
it's ſaid in that Paralle! Text, Mark 16. 15,15. He that 
believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. 

That any Infants can be intended by ic, you muſt deny ; 
becauſe ( you fay ) there is no expreſs Command to baptize 
chem. For, it Part t. page 41. you put this Objection, But 
we have no expreſs Command in the New Teſtament to 
bap:ize Infants. Your Anfwer Is, I have ſhewn therc 
needed none. And in page 37. you bring in this Objecti- 
on, If it be God's wall aſa ſhould be baptized, why 
is there no Command for it, as there was for theſr Cir- 
cumcifion. Your antwer is, There was no need of ay 
particular mentioning of them. And - further ſay, It had 
been ablurd co have given a New Command for Childreu, 
and your ſaying that the general Command includes Childien, 
and yet never tells us what 1t is, or where to be found, 
is a cevering too narrow for you to eſcape this conſe- 
quence. For if there be an expreſs Command in #zr. 
28. 19. given by Chriſt co his Apoſtles, to baptiz* fome 
ÞPerfors or other, end there be no expreſs Command ( by 
your own Confeſſion) in the New Teſtament to baptjze 
tafants, then Infants are not art all intended lo this grear 
Ccmmilthion, And 1 pray Sir, tell me how it is chen = 
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Ordinance of God, if it be no where commanded by him 
in his Word ? For baptiſm is a parc of inſtitured Wor- 
ſhip: And you ought co ſhew the Inſtitution, or elſe for- 
bear praftiſfing it any more. 

I will now ſhew you what Greunds we have from S$crips 
cure for baptizing peaitent Believers, that are adult Per- 
lons, able to give an account of their Faith. And be. 
cauſe Mr. Richard B1xter is an Author you fo much eſteem, 
I ſhall give you his Arguments from Scripture for proof 
thereof in his Book, called The ſecond Diſputation of Kighs 
19 Sacraments, p.149,150. in thels words upon this very 
Text, Mat. 22. 19, 29. **This ls not like fome occationa! 
& mention of Baptilm, but it is the very Commiſſion 
«* it (elf of Chriſt to his Diſciples, tor Preaching and 
* Baptizing, and purpolely expreſſech their teveral works, 
«in their ſeveral Places and Orders. 

Taeir firſt Task is to make Diſciples, which are by 
Mark called Believers. 

The Secord Work 1s to baptize them, whereto is annez'd 
the promiſe of their Salvation. ; 

* The Third Work 15 to teach them all other things, 
«* which are after co be learned ia the School of Chritt 

* To contemn this Order, is to contemn a!l Rules of 
«Order, for where can we expect to find it if not here 2 
« T profeſs my Conſcience 1s tully ſatisfied from this Text, 
© that it is one ſort of Faith, even ſaving, that muſt go 
© before Baptiſm, the profeſhon whereof the Miniſter 
* mult expect. Of which tte what is to this purpoſe be- 
* fore cited by Galvin and Pilcaior, which Words are men- 
* tioned by him, p. 85. and are as foilows, Calvin upoa 
* Mat. 3.6. faith, Therefore that Men may Tightly ofter 
*« themſelves to Baptiſm, Confeflion of Sigs 15 required, 
*« othewiſe the whole Action would be nothing elle bne 
* Sport. And Piſcator upon Mark 1.4. faith, Ir is called 
©* the Baptiſm of Repentance for Remiſſion of Sins, becaule 
« John preached the Remiſtion of Sins to the Penitent 
« Believers. 

« Mr. Baxter further faith, p. 149. If there can be na 
«Example given in Scripture of any one, that. was bap- 
© tized without *he protetlhon of a ſaving Faith, nor avuy 
©« Precept for ſo doing, then muſt we not baptize any with» 
* out it : But the Antecedent is true, therefore lo is che 
Conſequence, 
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*To prove this Aﬀertion, he produces the ſeveral Fx- 
* arples in Scripture, which ( he faith) might afford 
«us fo many ſeveral Arguments, but I ſhall put them 
* together. wit, 
 ©Frrft, Fobn, as I have ſhewed you, required the profel- 
* fion of true Repentance, and that his Baptiſm was for 
**che Remiſſion of Sin. 

** Secondly, When Chriſt layeth down rhe Apoſtolical 
* Commiſion, the Nature and Order of the Apoſtles work 
* is firſt to make them Diſciples, and then to baptize 
5 them. | 

* That it was ſaving Faith that was required of the 
* Fews, and rofeſſed by them ( Aﬀs 2.38.) is plain fn 
* che Text. 

®© The Samaritans believed, and :had great Joy, and were 
** baptized into the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, Aits 8. 1: 
* whereby it appear=th, that the Underſtanding and W1l! 
* were both changed. Aud they had the profeſſion of ſa- 
** ving »Faith, yea, even Simon himſelf, ver. 37. 

*The Condition upon which the Eunnch muſt be bapti- 
© zed was, If he believed with all his Heart, which he 
« profeſſed to do, and that was the Evidence Philip ex- 
** pected. | 

© Paul was baptized after: true Converſion, Ars g. 18, 
* The Holy Ghoſt fel] on the Gentiles before they were 
* baptized, Aﬀs 10. 44. 

© Lydia's Heart was opened before ſhe was baptized, 
© 3nd the was one the Apoſtles judged faithtul ro the Lord, 
4 and offered to them the evidence of her Faith, A, 
15. 30, 

The Example alſo of the Jaylor, is very full to the 
b* reſolution of the Queſtion In hand : He firſt asketh, 
« What be ſhall do to be ſaved? The Apofile anſwerrth him, - 
* Belirve in the Lord Feſus, and thou ſhalt be (aved and thy 
* Houſe : So that it was a faving Faith that is here men- 
* tioned : He rejoiced and believed with all bis Houſe, and 
* was baptized the ſame hour of the Night, or firaightway. 

* Criſpus the chief Kuler of the Synagogue believed on the 
* Lord, with all bis Houſe, and many of tbe Corinthians bear- ' 
« ing, believed and were baptized, AAQs 18.8. 

Philip in Afs 8. 37. is determining the Queſtion, 
*and giveth this in as the deciſion, If thou believeft with 
 zll thy heyy, thou mayrffl. And to ſay, that this is oy De 
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* bene eſſe, meaning that it includes not the Negative, other- 
* wiſe thou may'lt not, is to make Philip ro have deju- 
« ded, and not decided or reſolved, 

*lna word, .I know not of one Word in Scripture, 
* that giveth us the leaſt Intimation that ever Man was 
* baptized without the Profeſſion of a ſaving Faith. 

He alſo affirms poſitively, That we muſt not baptize 'any 
« without the proteſhon of true Repentance, which he thus 
© proves. 

* Argu. 1. 1f John Baptiſt required che profeſſion of true 
«Repentance before he would baptlize them, then ſo muſt 
gs ek bur Fohn did fo, therefore the Conſequence ls 
© clear. 

© The Antecedent I prove - hey from Mark r. 3, 4. 
© he preached the Baptiſm of Repentance unto remiſſion 
* of Sins, and doubtleſs that Repentance which is to re- 
« miſſion of Sins is true, ſpecial Repentance. 

* Argu. :. It Jeſus Chriſt hath by Scripture Precept ard 
« Example, directed os to baptize thoſe that profels true 
* Repentance, and no other, then we muſt baprize thetn 
*% and no other ; but the Antecedene is true, ſo there- 
* fore is the conſequent, which is tully made good from 
* Mat. 4.17. Mark 1.15, 16. Aﬀs 17.30. Luke 24. 47. 
*« when Chriſt himſelf did, -and fent forth his Dilciples 
«* aj(o to preach Repentance, to prepare then tor Baptitm, 
* which afzerwards followed, as Mar. 3. 11. Mark 1.8 
Luke 3.16. Aﬀs 2.37,38, 47. 

«* And in page 156. if according to the Inſtitution, the 
* Anſwer of 2 good Conſcience muſt be joyned with Bap- 
« tiſm, for the atraining of its end, then we muſt admit 
« of none that profeſs not the anſwer of a good Conſct- 
« ence : But the former is certain from the Text, for 
« Baptiſm is ſaid to fave, that is ſts appointed uſe, yet 
* not the external waſhing, but the anſwer of a good Con- 
« ſcience doth it ; therefore this Is of a nacefſary injunion, 
* and without it Baptiſm cannor attain its End. But it is 
«eg be adminiftred and received only In order to the 
« Attainment of its end, and therefore never in a way 
& by which the End is apparently not attainable. 

« Paul calleth all the Baptized Church of Corinth, juſti. 
* fied, none that profeſs not juliying Faich are called ju- 
« ſtified ; therefore none ſuch ſhould be baptized. I con- 
5 feſs ( ſaith he) tis ſad, that good Men ſhould - > _ 
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* faithful to the Truth, which is ſo precious, and is not 
«their own, and which they ſhould do nothing againſt, 
« but all they can for it. Diyers other Teſtimonies might 
be added, beſides thefe already recited, but thele ſhall (uf- 
hce at this time, 

And Sir, If theſe do not plainly prove our prattice of bap- 
etizing Perſons upon profeſlion of Faith ; and allo that In- 
fants cannot be the Subjects of Holy Baptitm, as not being 
capable of performing the neceſſary pre-requiſites thereto, 
T have no Skill in Polemicks. 

[ proceed therefore to what you ſay, Part 1. page 44- 

' Ojeftion. The baptizing Perſons before they know, - oc- 
cafhons much groſs Ignorance. To which you anſwer, 

Chriſt is the Occaſion of the Ruine and Damnation of 
thouſands, 

T reply. Dear Sir, Altho' you make bold to abuſe the Bap- 
tſts, and throw very Reproachtul Scandals and Calumaies 
upon them, Methinks you might have ſpared their Lord and 
Miſter, and not have laid the Ruine _ Damnation of thou- 
fands at his Door, Who came not into the World to condemn 1he 
World, but that the World through him might be ſaved : But 
I need not wonder at this kn you, when divers of your party 
have charged Chriſt with being the greateſt Sinner 1n the 
World, notwithſtanding he did no fin, neither was Guile 
fonnd in his Mouth. Sir, Theſe are unſzvoury Expreſſions, 
unbecoming the Pen of one who would fain be eſteemed a 
Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. 

And now, Dear Sir, as a Cloſe, I have ſome few things 
to ſpeak to your felf by way of Caution and Advice, 
which I wiſh may be received by you, as candid]y as they 
are imparted by me. 

In all your Diſcourſes about Polemical Divinity, that 
you would obſerve theſe few ſhort Rules, which may be 
of ule to your (elf and others. 

1. Be carcful to ayoid all inveRtive Calumniet, Wrath , 
KNiſrterneſs and Keviling, againſt the Party with whom you 
contend : For that 1s fo far from being a means to con- 
vince them, that it rather begets a Prejudice in them agaln{t 
what you ſhall ſay. 

I know, every Perſon is naturally a Friend to what he 
{uppoieth to be a Truth, and wifheth that others were of 
his Mind, and it's both lawtul and commendable to promote 
it, in a ſober and judicious way : But lurely it is GS 


to My. Michael Harriſon. 
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ceſs to propagate Truth, ( a. thing divine ) by the Methods 
of Hell ; as Anger, Bicerneſs, Fraud, Reviliog Reproaches,, 
and throwing out Scandalous and Vile InveQtives again(t 
your Antagoniſts. Sir, You have more Reaſon to belleve 
your Adverſaries zre in the right, than your ſelf : For, 
that they have both Precept and Precedene for jtheſr Pra- 
tice in the Holy Scripture, but you have neither for your 
own. What need was there therefore of all thoſe bitter 
Revilings you haye poured out againſt us > Sir, We could 
ule the Liberty of Lex ralions, (1t we were miaded to 
recriminate ) in ſuch inſtances againſt yore Party, that 
would blacken you with a Witnels ; of which you could 
never acquit them by all the Artiftices you could ute * 
But we do not think it comports with Charity, to exa\- 
perate your Enemies againit you, and make you vile in 
their Eyes, notwithſland.ng you have fo unchriſtianly dealc 
by us. 

& When any of your Chriſtian Neighbours labour to 
convince you of iome Truth you are yet ignorant of, do 
not {corn their Advice, nor trample upon the Truth for 
their ſakes, becaule they are but man 1m the Worlds 
Fiteem ; but remember chat Apollo, altho' he was a Mag 
mighty in the Scriptures, did not ditCain that Aquila aud 
Pri(cila, ſhould expound unto him the way of God more 
pertettly, Afs 12, 26. A Cardinal could once tay upon 
the Words of a Shepherd, Unlearned Men take Heayeca 
by force, whillt we with all our Learning are thruſt down 
to Hell, | | . 

3. Let me entreat vou to ſearch the Scriptures, and ſee 
whether the things 1 have ſaid belo or no; give your felt ta 
Faſting and Prayer, c1y mightily to God to give you his 
Spirit, to open your Underſtanding, - that you may under. 
!*tand the Scriptures 

Lafily, Give me leave to rel} you, That it's not like!y 
your People ſhould think you in earneſt, when in the Pul- 
pit you Preſs ther to Merknels and Charity, when they 
tind ſo much Railing and Reviling in your Books. 

Truly Sir, 1f Miaifters Books © of Diſputation were as 
fall of Charity, as they require their People to be in their 
Sermons, our Diſputes and Writings wouid be Excelirnt 
Expedients of improving Know ledge, and Cilcovering Truths 
And not as now perpetuating Controverſes, and ot wide- 
ning and imbictering tens 

No 
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The Epiſtle of the Author, &c. 


No Debates ( faith ul have been managed with thet 
bitcernels, no Queſtions debated with thac virulence, as 
the Theological. When will Divlnes be aſhamed of facri- 
ficing ot their Charity to their Paſſions ; that is, to the 
ſenſual and brutal] part of our Natures ? The Tartars ma- 
nage their Wars with leſs Cruelty than che Clergy : 
For ( laith he ) there is neither Meaſure nor End of our 
Reproaches and Intamarioos. 

I beleech =_ Sir, conſider theſe things, and !f you are 
not ſatisfied about che Controyerfie depending, if you p!eale 
to acquaint me with any particular doubr > Ao it, ſo you 
do ir in the ſpirit of Meekneſs, I ſhall endeavour to pive 
you all reaſonable fatisfaftion, For, ia ſhore, the beſt 
Expedient ( I can think of ) to promote Knowledge 
is, that we argue all our Religious Controverſies with 
that Spirit of Charity and Tenderneſs, and of deferenc« 
cowards our Oppoſites, which the Goſpel we preach to 
others more eſpecially obiiges us to : Then may we ex- 
pet a Bleſſing from the Lord, in ſuch Pjous and Char|- 
table Procedures. I ſhall add no more, but tubſcribe ny 
felf, as ia Duty bound, 


A Smcere Lover of your Soul, 


W. R. 


A 
VINDICATION 
OF THE 


Baptized Churches. 


B': mn Artificer can baild a new Houſe, 
i0 the room of an old one that is fallen 
, down, he mult firſt clear away all the 
Rabbiſh, that he may lay a new Foundation : 
That Rubbiſh of Railery and Abuſive Lanvnuage 
with which I perceive Mr. Michael Harriſon hath 
lined his Moxrh in his Palpit, and has ſtuffed his 
Book in print, (for he tells os in his Epiſtle to 
his firſt Book, that he was firſt put upon preach- 
ing upon that Subj*Qt, and afterwards conſented 
to the printing of it) I intend to remove, before [ 
ſpeak any ting to his Book. 
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/ Fits Epiſtle of his firſt Book he charges us 


with Erroneous [JoCtrines, that we are like 
pricking Brirs and wounding Thorns, Thoſe wild 


and Erroncous Doctrines broached by the Ana? 
| B bapri/ts 


_ 


(23 
bartiſts, have been a perpetual Vexation and 
Trouble, The confidens repeated Challenges, 


' the reffleſs Inftauctions of the ; Anabaptijts, Their 


various Attempts to enfnare and draw away mM) 
Hearers T9 their oyn way. They arc a fort of 
reſtle/; People, with zreat Indignation ſpurmng at 
intapt-B2ptitm. They tempt you to be crnel to 
the Children of your or? Bowels, ſetting them 
2morg Pacays and Irfidcels, They arc the Enemy 
of Infants. The Dofrine of the Anabaptiſts 
m2kes all Infants to be of the vilible Kingdom 
of $.:tan, and leaves vs no well-grounded Hope 
of the Salvation of any Cying in Infancy, and 1s 
therefore to be juſtly abhorred as falſe DoCtrine. 
Then it ſeems by his Doctrine, that Baptiſm doth 
:t ſelf regenerate Infants in his Underſtanding, 
and rra»ſlae them out of the Kingdom of the 
Dev1l, into the Kinodom of Chriſt. This is plain 
cowrright Popery, and abhorred by the Proteſtants 
as falſe Doftrize. ( But he goes on with hits 
Railery for want of Argument : ) What barba- 
7045 Mage 1s This to pour Infants, the Anabap- 
tits perverſely thruſt them away from Chriſt and 
from 61; Church, /er them among Payans ar:d 
Tiſidels, who are of the viſible Kingdom of the 
Devil. ( Bit in the fame page he tells us, ) That 
the Anabaptiſts do! mor aflert the damnation of 
all Infants dying in Infancy, but on the arrect 
contrary ; they aſlert the certain Salvation of all 
Infants. ( Why then doth he charge it upon 
them? } Poor Man! | pity him for his /pnorance 
in Divizity, We have many /nferionr Mechanicks 
in our City of Londow, that ( (bleſſed be God ) 
ynderſtznd the mind and meaning of the Spirit 


of God in the Holy Scriptures, better than be. 


And 
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And there is another anbeypianſ attends the poor l 4 
min, he hath fo lately c-4nged his Religion from "1417!" 
Epiſcopacy to Presbytery, that he is not well in- |, 
ſtrvCted in the Brecbyrerian Dottrines, but begar | 
to write £00 /oon, betore he knew what they held, | 
or what h1nſelf was talking of. Iam al hamed |, 
to think that a man ſhonld print himielf a 14 / 
niſter of the Goſpel, and ſhould know /o /itzle 
of the Goſpel Churchſtate, if all his Knowledge 
be ſattable to what he writes in bis two Books. 

But he proceeds, Erroneous Doftr.ne. Peck 
Anabaptiſts. Their C#ildre: are ignorantly and 
bruttiſuly brought up, live and dye Pagan, It's 
a falſe and denperous Dottrine. They wilfully 
ſhut their "a They do it with much ſcorn 
and oogrermpre, They are gri/ty of a piain breach 
of the ſixth Commandment, tThou ſhalt not &/. 
Dippins Perſons in water is a moſt hernous Sim, 
IS a plain breach of thayſrxiv Commandment, Thou 
alc not. ki. ( Obſerve what Tautclogies the 
Poor man is guilty of; ) Dipping iu col4 water 
tends to the taking away of Life, many have 
contratted fuch Diſt empers that have haſtened their 
Deaths thereby, therefore [the ſo doing 1isa grea? 
ſin. Bur the contrary KO NS 7s frame, Ttnat Aivers 
have recovered of ther Diſeaſes upon their being 
baptized; Ergo. Mr. Micha! Harriſon's allertion 
Is a grear witturh, great Malice, and a great fil. 
And herein be*imitates the Devil, who was a 
Lysr trom the beginning, and is the falſe accuſer 
of the Brethren. If this Chx rge be !7ue, that we 
are pull of Murder, way hath not he or ſome 
of his horrid lying Authors accaſed us to the A44- 
giſtrate, that Tuſt:ce mig th t have been execared Ni pot 
«5 as murderers, But 1 am confident he doth 
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rot believe himſelf, but writes airefily againſt 
bis [knowledge and Conſcience. 1 never had to 
do with ſuch a /currilous, foul mouthed Author 
in Divimty in all my life; and I am heartily 
forry he hath (fo fooliſhly ) oftcred me 241; 
occaſion, for it's. very contrary to my Genus, 
to reader railing for railing. All this Rubbiſh 
is in his firſs Book of a Groat price. 

But in his 24. Book, as he begins with a known 
wntruh in the Frontilpicce, Infant- Baptiſm God's 
Oratnance, When he knows it is not fo muci as 
mentioned in all the Holy Scripture, ſo he ex- 
Ceeds all bounds in his raling-and avuſrue Late 
gnage in this 24. part; For in the /zle Pare 
yau have thcele Words, Anabaptilts plea of  An- 
tiguity a nicer wntruth, A Rebuke of their ſeve- 
ral Erroneozs Opinions. An Aniwer ,to ſeveral 
Scandalous and Erroneous Papers put out by 

the Anabaptiſts, &c. Inghis Eprſiie, the Ana- 
baptiils have beea execeding troubleſome to ail our 
Reformers. Heardned the Churches Enemes, 
hindred the Reformation, Burer Enemics to 
the Work of God. Have moſt maliciouſly charged 
me with preaching Popiſh Dottrine. Malicious 
Slander. Betrayed their Weakzeſs and Ignorance. 
Are a People ſtrangely alienated from the Spirit 
of the Gofpel. They have an Hatred and Oppo- 
{ion tO all Chriſtian Churches, and look on a/ 
others tro be Pagans. 

Then he falls upon abuſing Mr, Colins,whohath 
( together with that fairbful and eminently learned 
Minſter of Chriſt, Mr. Clartdpe ) ſufficiently anſver- 
ed his {r/f Book, Which Anſwer ( he ſaith is 
ſoweak,it ſcarcely deſerves any reply : And faith, 
He 1; a weak, unthiaking man; foul aud vachriſtian 

Carriage 
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Carriage; and then he quotes one Merce for his 
Author ,( who I perceive was another railing Rab- 
ſhekab like himfelt) in a Letter ſent to him; who 
ſpeaks thus of Mr. Collins; The proud Author who 
was ſo 1pudent, He is the proudeſt, the Iproranteſt, 
and the moſt abuſive Perlon | ever met with, 
His pittiful Anſwer. A hing (landerous paper, His 
fooliſh anſwer to your Book. He hath an /onorant, 
malicious and /ying Crew that foZow him. That 
all this was a Malicious ſlander. Malignant flan- 
cers. Nay, theſe Charges and flanders filled 
with a blind raging Zeal. Directly oppoſite to the 
Cooipel. Priching Briars and wounding T horns. 
Clamorous and naruly Carriage. Scandslous pa- 
per. [ tax their Errors. A numerous croxd of Ana- 
baptilts, Mr. Claridge's Love is 2 /ett Love, ich 
5 is found amorg, Papiſts, Quakers, nay, Aabum- 
tans, His Underſtanding under a falſe Condutt. 
Fearing his Zeal for his zew Religion had quite 
darkned the uſe of his U;detitanding, Mr. Col- 
lini's 1s a Heterodox Pamphler, ſtuffed with Ab/ur- 
dites and Miſtakes He is a weak unthinking man. 
Stock of raſh Confidence, Cruel to poor Babes. 
Arminan Anabaptiſts. Erroneons Opinions. I hey 
deny Orizmnal fin. Hold that Chriſt dyed for: all, 
&'c. in common with Papiſts, Socimtins, Pelagiant, 
Arminans, ( 1 thought he had celled us Arminians 
bur even now; where 15 the con7ruity of his words? 
I perceive Paſ/:on deſtroys the ule 07 his Reaſon ) 
and other condemred Hereticks. And ſpeaking 
to his own People, he faith, Is your dnty to ſu- 
ſpe(t them, they are fa//e and danperons, it will 
he your duty to rejctt them. And [peaking ro the 
Baptiſts, he ſaith, You ignorantly oppoſe Chriſt, 
who wul both oppoſe and expoſe your Errors, And 
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then to his own People he ſaith, We fee our 
dear Babes thruſt ove of the ured ler among |t 
Pagans »nd Infidels, and the Charter of our Salvati- 
on torn in pieces, and fer afide, as an old uſeleſs 
antiquated Covenant. Avabaptiſm 1s a ew thing. 
Thor Erronerous Opinions. The Anabaptilts 
Preter:ce tO Antiquity meer Forgery. Falſe and 
dargerons DoCtrine. The Anabapriſts have re- 
vived ſeveral old condemned Hereſies, They de- 
ſtroy the Miniftry. 

Reader, rake notice, I am but now come to the 
firſt page of his Second Bgok, which begins 
with as manifeſt 5n Uncruth as ic is potiible 
for the verie/t miſcreant under Heaven tc ut- 
ter, which be Is like 1O acconnt for, when 
I have ;e-vved the reſt of thoſe cxcrementiri- 
05 and abnſive ſpeeches the man hath in hi: 
360k, which is a manifeſt Indication of that 
Corruption which is in his Heart. 

Phe firit Anabapuilt 1n the World (laith __ 
1gnorant Trifler) being one Nicholas Stock , 
Stork ( Or he knows wor who) but however Age 
a bold man, he tells vs at a7 adventure, he Was 
A blaſpherions Heretich, And difgorged his malice 
apain!t the baptizing © Infants, Pretended to 
Drezms ard Viſions, and alſo Converle with An- 
Yels, And ir the Carcaſs of this unclean BeafF was 
bid a miltitave of finging Inſects. W '16 molt con- 
idently uttered rh:4r heretical Blalphemies. That 
They would play with Rattles, ride On Hobbthor ſes, 
{ or eiſc a Hobbiborle Taith fo) and wow In 
their own Dung, Preaching up vic Dectrinee. 
Thurdring, « ut fearſul Curſes agatuit all that 
would not obey. Ard in the ſpace of a few 
years Germeny was ſilled with Anabaptiſts. cork 
(alnly 
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ainly they were all inchanted that followed them, 
if they were ſuch wie Miſcrcants as you repreſent 
them. ) They rhunder'd againſt Mariftracy and 
Miniſtry, turned all into aproar and confuſion. 
Played ſtranze wicked Pranks, Exceediogly hard- 
ed the Papilts, hindred the Reformation, and 
grieved the Reiormers. Mr. Danvers, a confident 
man, guilty of notorious Forgery. Ard yer Mr. 
H. Collms confidently tranſcribes from him, No- 
toriontly falſe, The Anabapriſts confidently cite, 
&c. And yet the Anabaptiſts have the I mpudence. 
Their lafatuation is very great. Bat it's altoge- 
ther falſe. Thus they have wiosÞ wicke dly (1 nder 'd 
the Fathers, Detected the Forgeries. Strange For- 
gertzs. They thus ſlender and bely Antiquity. Sg 
confidently, &c. Thns Ignorance, Impudcence, 
and a [tack of vite Conhdence, makes men they 
neither care what they 4) or ay. A falſe Witneſs. 
He conlidently faith, They perver: the Sayings of 
learned godly men. Such /:f as,this will terve 
to raile a 43+, and ind the eyes of an wwnorant 
Reader. Notorious Forperiss and Slanders. The 
pitiful Condition of the feduced, thus deceived in 
tie dark. Uniruths in fatt and hiſtory, So notor » 
ous and ſhameleſs. Notorions Untruths. Con! - 
dently tranicribes and reports. Whether they 
be not of /o ſ[tupendions a magnitude, as ſhould 
have friyhted the Conſcience of a Tur þ or Pavan? 
So ſlandered by you. $9 many whole Books are 
falſified. Notorious Scandals. Can fwallo: of ſnl 
Camels as thele. Notorioi:s For Vers and Slardertrs. 
So deliberately for? e and {lander. S1ch mm anly 
Scand31s, Is not this a Scandal. V2 be fo polluced. 
Greater Scanudals, more, i22ndalons members. 
Brags and Boaits. Anabaptiſm is a me.r Tm—_— 
B 4 
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ty. Its fr Anthors and Founders notorious Here- 
ticks and Blaſphemers. An Ipoſiwre of Satan, to 
vex and pollute the Church. Weak Cavils. Fiery 
Zeal. Bitterneſs, Scorn, and Reproach. Igno- 
rantly or maliciouſly raiſes a du#t to blind the 
Readers eyes. To this they confidently reply. 
Their Cavil is this. Tre Anabaptiſts have indu- 
ſtriouſly thrown Szarcs and Stumbling-blocks in 
Owr Way. It is notorious Wickedneſs. The Anabap- 
tilts weakly urge. Run into ſtrange Abſurdities 
(if Mr. Harriſo» may but have the making of 
them.) The rotten Do@: ine which the Anabaptilts 
hold. Some of them have turned Rarrers, Quakters, 
any thing, or rather nothing. The plain Truth 15, 
the poor man has a weak Head. Extreamly ridien- 
lows. In their ignorant Pride they fly in the face of 
the Spirit of God. An ignorant raſb man. Cen- 
fourds the Anabaptiſts. Pervert thoſe Words. 
They have made a preat noiſe, and raiſed a great 
Duſt, to bliud and divert an wwary Reader. I he 
Sopinjtiry of the Anabaprtiſts, ( They were 19707 ant 
and weak-headed but now, and what, are they 
turned Sophiſters alrezdy ? ) Faljc Doftrine: I (ay 
2gain Its falſe Doftrine. Falſe Doftrine. His 
Anſwer is noching but a meer blind. The Anabap- 
tilts confidently affirm, the ri9he manner is dip- 
ping. Is ferched trom what they tancy. To follow 
the natural Fancy of the Anabaptilts, They 
bypocritically praQtice. Dipping cannot be ad- 
miviſtred vithout ju#t ſcandal. They proudly dil- 
own Communion. Their Baptiſm is trom a Rabble 
pf blrſphemous men. The Anabaptiſts are notoriouſly 
unfornd. Unſound hererodox Opinions. TI bey have 
r&vived ſeveral old condetnned Hereſies, and are 
extreamly rorrer in fome fundamental "_— 
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The Anabaptiſts have nouriſhed many prodigious 
Errors. They are very erroneous. The Soctuians 
have tanght the Anabaptiſts. That che Anabap- 
tilts hold more erroneoully than the very Papilts. 
Uſe ſlippery and equivocating Terms, This fancy 
of the Anabaptiſts. Now the Anabaptiſts are more 
erroneous than the Papiſts. Error the Anzbaptilts 
are gnilty of. A falſe and 4angerow Dodttrine. 
This Doftrine is falſe. This 1s falſe Doftrine. 
Error of the Anabapritts. In this Dottrine, Papsfs, 
Socinians, Arminians , and Anabaptifts, are all 
agreed. It's of miſchievous and maliznant Conle- 
quence. We boidly deny this monſtrous and erro- 
neous Afertion, This rotten pillar. This Anabapti- 
ftical Dottrine is but a lywg Invention of their 
own, and is derelted by a{ Proteltant Churches, 
Error. Abominable Doctrine! Falſe, dangerons, 
and wncomfortable DcoEArine. Error of the Ana- 
baptiſts. Armiuian Anabapriſts. The grolineſs and 
foulneſs of ir. Weak, igaorant Preachers, they 
have Pride and Confidence, and *tis thele 1pno- 
rant men that broach moſt of ehe/e Errors. I might 
tix the Anubaptiſts as guilty. Oppoling tterr 
Errors, This ſtone is flung at the head of the genr- 
ral Anabaptilts. Now which Party Mr. Collins is 
of, I know not 3; but ( by what he ſith ) it ſcems 
to me not Only rank Arminiamiſm, but a new 
way to Heaven, aid Momnebank Divinity. 

Thus you may ſee what frame of Spirit this man 
isof 3 it's in Vain for bim to think he is in a bet- 
ter ſtate for leaving Fpiſcopacy and becoming a Preſ- 
byter , whilſt ſuch corrupe Communications pro- 
ceeds our of his mouth : For as our Lord ſaith, 
Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh ;, 
It's an /ndrcation theretore of a corripe and wamorts- 
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fied Heart ; for which, he ought to be deeply hum- 
bled. ?Tis conirary to all thoſe Exhortations in 
the Goſpel, to Meekneſs, Kindneſs, Tendernefs, 
and Charity. Our Lord, who is the Prince of 
Peace , whole Goſpel is a Goſpel of peace, whoſe 
People are peaceable, gentle, and eaſy ta be entreat- 
ed, hath himſelf ſer «; a bletied Example,who when 
he was KReviled, Reviled zo: again ; when he ſuf. 
ferred, he threatned nor, but commited himſelt to 
hira that Judgeth Righteouſly: Let us therefore 
labour to totiow his Example, and then we may 
expect a Bleſſwmg in our Decd, * For the wrath of 
man worketh not the riphteouſntjs of God, Jam, 1. 25, 

Let the Keader Lake notice,[ have coliefted the/e 
harſh exprefhions eat of Mr. /Zarrior's Books, pz ve 
by page , as he may ſee by examining the ſame ; 
beginning with the firſt, and ending with the laf, 
and have been very exa#t therein, becauſe I would 
not wrong him. My Reaſon was, partly, that you 
might ſee what Spirit he is of, and þ»wunfairly 
he hath dealt by us; as alſo, to avotd bein” vox"d 
with them, in every paragraph where t-ry occurr?d. 
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CHAP. II. 


HE firſt thing he begins with, is the Co- 

venant of Circumciſion ; which he ſuppoſes 
to be the Covenant of Grace ; and quotes Gene/. 
17. 7. for proof thereof: and infers, That all 
Infants of Believers are in this Covenant, and 
therefore they have a riz4t to Baptiſm. He ſpends 
the firſt ci9he Pages 'W, It, and ſeems to hug 
himſclf in the Thoughts of ſome great Succeis 


among hz Hearers upon this his Undertaking, 
But 
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But if 1 {hall be ſo happy as to rake from him 
the Foundation upon which al his Fabrick.is bullr, 
He may then think he hath labour'd in vain, 
and ſpent his time for zoughr, 

This therefore I ſhall {>| infilt upon, it being 
the main Pillar he reſts upon ( in bork his Tracts) 
to ſupport that humane Invention of Baby baptiſm. 

| ſhall fir ew; That the Covenant mentioned 
in Geref. 17: 7, $, 9, 10, &c. the place ciced by 
lm, 1s not. Fa Coven: ant of Grace, but the Cor 
— of Circumciſion. 

. That his Covenant was aboliſhed by the 
Death of the Mciſiab. 

3, That it that WOovenant, Gen. 17. 7. had been 
( 3s he faith) the Covenant of Grace; yet it 
had not rherefore given the Infants of believing 
Parents a right to Bapiiſm, withour an Jnſt:; ator 
_ God, requiriny! it to be done. 

lo "_— theretore, That the Covenant 
memloned Gen. 17.7,8, 9, 10, &c. is the Cove- 
nant of Circumciſion, we have nothisg to do, bur 
to reaa the Words as they are recorded. And [ 
will eſtabliſh my Covenant berwetr 1116 and thee, and 
thy ſ-:d aftcy rhee in they Gencs ations, for an eucr- 
laling C;uenant, to be a God unto thi tC, 6H a 10 thy 
ſeed after thee, And Into " w1t0 1906, 41d tOthy 

[red after thee, the land » pherem thor art 4 ſtranger, 

al; the land of Canaan, for an everlal.ins poſſeſſion ; 
ANA #; \ ill | o La God. Abit God ſaid HitO 7 
bam, thou fhalt krep my Covenant therefore, tho aad 
thy ſced after thee 1a their Generations, This is my 
Covmant which ye ſha!! beep bermetn wie and you rd 
thy ſeed after thee : overy man cold __ i” you (hall 
bo circumei{ed. And ye {n, _ CIrC!1 i net; 61:0 fic, jb Of your 
foreityns, and it ſhai be a teen of the Coucnime be 
tTixt 
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ewixt me and you. And ver. 13. He that i born ir; 

thy houſ " and he that is { »oht itt thy money, mutt 

needs be circuncljea , 4:4 my Covenant ſhall be in your 
eh for an everl/?ins Covenant. 


Notwithſtanding the falneſs and plninneſs of 


theſe Expreſſions, Mr. #, is picaſed to tell 115, rhes 
Covenant is the Covcaanr @t Gare, as yu't may 
fee in pag. 4, 5- /ib. i. Altho? I belive no man 
that 15 not prepoſleſied with Error, can ever find 
any thing like it, by the Words of God kimſelt ; 
for he ſaith folicively, it is that of Circumciſion, 

[ necd not therciore infiſt much npon his #p/e 
dar xit, when It is direttly contrary to the Word 
of God. But to make the matter beyond any 
reaſonable Contiadiftion, I ſhall urge rho/e very 
Arguments Mr. Coins hath ſo well advanced upon 
this Subject, in his Serdy Foundation of Infant Bap- 
ti/m ſhaken; in Anſwer to Mr. dence and Mr. 
Harriſon, which do yer remain unan/wered, pag, 
10, &'c., © Mr. H. Collins, to prove that bat 
«© Covenant God made with Abraham and his 
«© natural Seed, Gen. 17. 7, 8, &c. was not the 
« Covenant of Grace, he urges theſe following 
* Arguments. 

&« Arg. 1. The Covenant of Grace extends 
© nnto all Nations, the Covenant of Circumci- 
© fion was limited to one Nation; Ereo, the 
© Covenant of Circumciſion is not the Covenant 
© of Grace: Both which he hath ſubltantially 
© proved, to which | refer you. 

« Arg.2. That Covenant which obligeth to 
« keep the whole Law, is not the Covenant of 
© Grace: But the Covenant of Circumcilton 
« obiigeth to ke-p the whole Laws Lrg0, the 
© Covenant of Circumcilion 1s no! the Copenanr 

£c ot 
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<* of Grace, The major he ſhews to be undeni- 
able; and the »:inor he proves from Gal. 5. 2, 
3, 4. For I teſiify to every man that 13 circumciſ(d, 
© that ht 1s a Devtior to do the whole Law, and that 
©© Chriſt ſhall profit him nothing, &C. 
* Arg. 3.*That Covenant which is abrogated 
and repeal d, is ot the Covenant of Grace - 
© But the Covenant of Circumciſion is abrogated 
*« and repealed ; Ergo, the Covenant of Circum- 
« ciſton is not the Covenant of Grace. 

As for the minor, there are few in the World, 
bat ſuch as are /uda1zing, will deny. And for the 
major, none co ſuppoſe the Covenant of Grace can 
be repealed, ©&c., Therefore the conſequence follows, 
that that Circumcilion was zee the Covenant of 
Grace, Now notwiihitanding all this, and much 
more, which Mr. Z/. Coll;ns hath 1-oken vpon 
this ſabjeQ, and tnat indeed with juc;;#learneis of 
Evidence, that Mr. 7. will »cF bc able to an- 
iwer, yet in his ſecond Bovk he 14: $ 9ver his old 
Arguments again 1a the former Book, and inſtead 
of giving 4ny new ſolid Ar gumei 's, .0 take off the 


force of what Mr. /7. ©, 2d ieit, this is bis Ans 
ſwer 1a Part 2. Þ4;;:. i5. Lone ol 1n troth is, tre 
poor man tath ſuch © wits licauy thay ne Knows not 


what in the World to © { of 3t. ( He miſ- 
took the man) It was himic if, and cot Mr. Col- 
lins, to whom theſe word: wught ro be applied : 
For it's manifeſt, rhat be knew : how to confute 
him, becauſe ne repeats he 0! Arguments he 
had utcd in his f:rf Peri, Bur 1 would not have 
Mr. Cofiins think the werlſe of Þi:nielf for all his 
Railery agatuſt him, becavle the poor man hath 
" Not Yet learned the common Civiliry and carteons 
Behaviour which cvery 7enwos man will ſhew 
0 
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to any one that is a /tranver, eſpecially if he put 
himſeif nopon the rrouvle and charge to ſerve him 
tor the good of bis Sou}, as Mr. Colizs hath done : 
zut ſome mci3 <2 Nature will zcver depart 
from them, nor be mortihed by them, ict ws do 
what we can, T here are leveral other Arguments 
Mr. Collins hatin ail added, by which he hath un- 
dentably evinced this Covenant in Gen. 17. 7, 8, 
Cc. nv to be the Covenant of Grace ;, as having 
ONLY UC nporal F £21 ( mp > PIO! micd In it, And becauſe 
perioins mi2ht he aved out of this Covenant, 
and many were laved who were neue; circumciſed, 
nor 1 that Covenant. Tnat many Abſurdities fol- 
low the hoiding ſuch an Opinion, and that it 
overthrows many tundamental Points of Religion, 
aivers of which he there ecumerates. Now I ap- 
peal ro all ingenious men, whether it had not been 
Mr. H's bufincls to hove viven ſorae ſolid Anſwers 
ro theſe Particulars? and whether Mr. H. Collins 
deſerved ſuch a Treatment from a mar who calls 
himicif a Amer of the Golpel. But fo proceed, 
2, I have uadertaken to prove, That this Co- 
venant of Circumcihon, Ger. 17. 7, 8, Oc. was 
aboliſhed ty Chrilt. Bur upon Enquiry I find that 
Mr. A. H. Pact 1. pag. 6. doth confeſs that Cir- 
cumcoilion is ow aboliſhed : His Words are theſe, 
Circomcilion 7 #0:9 aboliſhed by Chrilt 3 and cites 
for Probation thereot Eph. 2. t5. Having aboliſhed 
in his Fleſh the Eun ity, even the Law of Communad- 
mandments, containcd tn Ordinances, for to mabe tn 
k;rmfelf of twain one new man, ſo makin» Peacs. To 
this he adds, 1 Cor, 7.19. Circ:amcoon 15 nothing, 
ard ntireumcrfion ts i rug but the heeping = 
onmandments of God. Now UP0:1 the Conceſſion 


1 would willipgly know of Mr. 4. why he ſuppo- 
ies 
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ſes the Covenant. of which he ſaith Circumciſion 
was a Seal, is ſ{i/l remaining , when he confeſſes 
the Seal thereof is broker off, and taken away from 
it! If a Bond for the perfor.nance of a Coverant be 
once Cancelled, the Covenant 1r /eif ceaſes to be 
obligatory auy lonoer. 

3- If chat Covenant, Gen. 17.7, 8, Cc. had 
been ( 25 he faith ) re Covenant of Grace, yet 
it had »ot therefore given the Infants of believing 
Parents a right to kaptifm, rr an loſticution 
from God, requiring it to be Cone, 

| prove 1t Thus: 

i. From Mr. //. own words, part 1. page 6, 
7. We do nt bapiize perſons as the Eleft of God, 
or Infants as Infants of the Ele?F. And a little 
before ſpeaking of perſons being! really in the 
Covenant of Grace, as wited to Chriſt, buns 
Branches, k:z to Chrilt. by a veal union ; he adds, 
and thus only the EleCt arc ir Covenant. The Co- 
venant thus conlidered is nr the ground of Bap- 
tilm; it we muſt haptize zone but /«ch as are 
vitally 1a Cariſt, then mult we bapti;e zone ; and 
he gives this reaſon for it, becauſe tho' we ſee 
the oxrward profeſſion, we do rot know mh» 
belong to the Elettion of Grace. 

From all which its piaiv Mr. #7. doth not 
think their being 1 the Covenant of Grace a 
ſufficient ground to baptize ary perſon, becauſe 
he cannot poſſibly know that they are vo. How 
then can he baptize any Infant upon the terms 
of ihat Covenant, Gen. 17. it it were ( as he ſaith) 
the Covenant of Grace? 

But ſaith he, thoſe that are exre- nally and 
v8ſibly in Covenant, ail that profe/s Chrilt, Tares 
and Wheat, wile Virgins and fooliſh : This ( Caith 

he ) is the Growd of Baptiim, 
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E anſwer, Had Mr. #. being ſpeaking of the 
Members of a Nation, aud allo of the Members 
of the vit>!e Church, and had diſtingniſhed the 
}ztter into theſe two forts of Perſons, z. e. ſuch 
that were inviſible members, and {ach that were 
only ſo by a bare preſeſſion, reaſor would that [ 
ſhould allow ir: But when he is ſpeaking of 
the Covenant of Grace, to tell vs of Hypocrites 
and carnal Profeſſors, who are devoid of true 
Grace, -nd - that aft ſarh are to be accounted 
Beltcucrs 11 Couyenant, and that all Infants of ſuch 
believing Pareuts are inthe Covenant of Grace, 
(2s you may ſee in the Paze betore-mentioned ) 
this is one of the greateſt Paradoxes I ever met 
with. If the nickea, who 210 called Tares, are 
to be accounted Believers in Covenant, why ſhall 
they be caſt into Hell-fire ? Mat.13. 40, 41, 42. 


if the foolrſh Virgins in the Church are the. 


Covenant of Grace, why mult they be ſhut 0: 
of Heaven ? Mat. 25.11, 12. 

Now that it was without reaſon for him thns 
to argue, I prove from his own Words, Becanſe 
be doth aſſure us from the Teittmony of Holy 
Scripture, that all Believers are in This Covenant, 
This ( ſaich he inpag. 6.) is abundabtly evident 
from Rom.4. 11,12, 13,14, 15. Gai. 3.29. the 
Covenant was made with Abraham as a Belicy- 
ers, and with al! Bulievers as wel! as him. And 
that we may not * miſtake his meaning, he ofren 
calls it the Covenant of Grace made with Abra- 
ham, &c. Now that the Covenant in Ger. 17. 
7, 8, &c. is z0t the Covenant of Grace, 1 have 
already ſhown : But that there was « Covenant of 
Grace, in which Abraham was inltated, ( being 
a Bclicver in Cliriſt, and a ſpecial Friend and 
Fayourite 
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Favourite of God ) as the Father of the fart), 
wherein al! true Believers have a rizht and in- 
tereſt, as being in Chriſt, I readily allow : And 
moreover, That al true Believers in Chriſt, als 
tho? under the former diſpenſation, they could 
zot be admitted to Baptiſm, becaule ir had been 


» Will-Woribip /» to do, 1t 20! being ther com- 


manded ; Yet owthey have a riznt to that Holy 
Ordinance, as the proper Subjetts thereof ; bes 
cauſe Chritt bath not ealy commanded it, but 
made a gracious promile to them ny94 tnelr Obes 
dience thereunto, Mark 16. 16. He that belteveth, 
and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. 

Now ſecing Mr. H. further ſaith, in page 7. 
That Perions are to be baptized, as makimy a vilible 
and credible profeſſion of Retivion, and that the 
Apoltles G14 baptize fur az vid profeſs Repen- 
tance towards God, and Faith rawards our Lord 
Jeſus Chrilt, As 2. at. 

I therelore i7fer npon him the nnreaſonablece 
neſs of kis former All reion, That the Children 
of ſuch as are ozly formal Hypocrites, ar? to be 
baptized, becanle their Parents make un owt. d 
protetſ "Mn ot C actioianity 3 ; ( for which he quotes 


d Ex<K&R. 16. 20, + 4 Pf Witch l defire N 17 ho of + | \ TE . 


for | think he might have proved it 25 well fram 
Gen, 1. 1, ) whca according to his ops Allzrtion 
ail erne Believers arc in the Covenaat ot Grace, 

and ſo are the Flict 6. God wa tri and proper 
{znce, and the 1/7 tn 12tts Of Barrjm, And it 
he would himicli (wig1l yet an un ptizcd pore 
ſon ) truly 6{1i-e, and be baptized, ani by a 
Gift from Cit did once bacome a Teacner 
Mm the rru2 vilib!e Church, ho might chem haps 
Lil peritent Bolieyers, upon 2 foundation that 
(. bum (f 
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bimfelf acknowledges to be good and warrantable, 
from the prattice of the Apoltles : But for his 
22ptizing Infants, 2s he bath no authority for 
it from the Word of God, ſo by his own Con- 
feſlion he hath no Foundation for it, as they 
are in Covenant, becaule he doth zo: know they 
are [o. 

But 2aly. He ſaith, page '7, That all Infants 
of ſuc2 believing parents, (1. e. External and 
Viltbic Frofeſlors ) are iz the Covenant of Grace, 
and have as much a right to Baptiſm, the Now 
Seal of thz Covenant, as the Infants of the Jews 
had to Carcumciſion, the then Seal of the Co- 
venant : And faich, This is the principal thing 
cdchgned from this Text, meaning Ger. 17.7, 
Cc. Well, if it te ſo, it ſhall! be confidered ; 
bar I pray who told him theſe things he hath 
fo boldly aflerted? For 19 the hirit place, It a! 
Infants are wot within the Covenant of Grace, 
how comes it about that al the Infants of {rc 
believing Parents, qua talzs, are in that Covenant ? 
tiath he not forgot what he wrote in the very 
Page before? That the Covenant of Grace is 
God's pracions Promiſe of deiivering lrom a /ate 
of Sin and Death , and bringing into a ſtate of 
Salvation by Jclus Chriſt, a!! that by faith fy to, 
and lay bo/4 on him; and could it eter into hi: 
imagination, that little Infants can by faith fiy 
to, and lay hold on Chriſt? And it they cannot, 
then it's plain rhis Gentleman hath been guilty 
of a Suf- contradittion, trom which he can no ways 
extiricate himfelf. Mr. Collins had given bin 
ivſhicicnt notice of 11,hy faying, ſurely rhe Gentie- 
mai hath forgot himielf, in the Definirzon of the 
Coverant of Grace ; and hath tufhciently H- 

ute! 
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{ated this Aſertion ; but I find it's (as yet) 2 
Work he cares not to undertake, to recent his 
Errors, waen he is deretted for them. 

But 2ly. How doth he know that Infants have 
as much a 7/7 to Baptiſm ow, as the Infants of 
the Zews had ro Circumciſion ? He gives us nei- 
ther Reaſon, ea aan. vor Scripturc, ( In this 
place to prove It ;, 2 2nd therefore we muſt con- 
fider 1t our "kg 

All-the Anſwer I thirk needful to give, is this: 
Infants were commanded by God to be circumciled, 
Gen. 17.10. Every man-child among you ſhall be cir- 

cumciſed. Ver. 12. And he that 1s etoht days old 
ſhall be circumciſed. And the par icular DireGion 
is given, T- ſhalt circumciſe the fieſu of your foresRin. 
Here, you 1ce, is the Command of God, both 
for the IWork it ſelf, rhe Subjects pon horn, and 
the time when it was to bc periorme d : So that 
God's Comman:! gave Infants hen a right to Cir 

cumcihion. 

Now let but Mr. 7. ſhew u; any /c2 Command 
in af! the Scripgures, for the baptizing of Infants, 
and we will thank him; for we never yer could 
find it in all the Book of God : And til he dath, 
we have 70 rcalon to believe what he ſo confidently 
aſſerts, to be re. 

Bat 3/y. Mr. FH. aſſerts, That Baptiſm is the 
0p Seal of the Covenant, I know 19t how he 
will prove it; for I am ſure i'”s an wfcriprural 
Notion : For tlic Holy Scriptures doth zo where 
el] us, that Bapriim 1s the /eal of the Covenant, 
but hath plainly told us, that Chriſtians were 
ſeal:d with the holy Spirit ; Ephelſe 1. 13, 14. After 
that ye believed, ye were ſealed with that naly Spirit of 
Promiſe woic'> is the earneſt of or Inheritance: And I 
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will rather believe the Apoſtle Paul than Mr. F. 
And this leads me to conſider what he bath al- 
ſerted in kis firſt Chapter, Part 1. 


pray 
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E Aving in the former Chapter confuted thoſe 

Arguments he hath brought from Ger. 5a 
to prove Infants Baptiſm, I come now to confide 
his j:ve introduttory Corſcderations, Which he Cairh 
are very necdful, for the right ucderilanding the 
Controverſy of [ofant. baptiim. 

1. He ſaith, That a DoCtrine or Prattice may 
be proved to be of God two ways. 

1. By the expreſs Words of Scripture. 

2. Or from evident Conſequences drawn from 
Scripture. 

AS to the fir: It is a great Truth: And this 
we can prove vr Practice of Believers Baptiſm 
with zl] the Perfpicnity imaginable, 3s 1 ſhall make 
appear when I come to trezt of th. Subject; 
Therclore he muſt, from his own Rule, acknow- 
ledge that owr PraCtice therein «& of God. Bat 
I am ſure he'ts conſcious to him{ſelt, that the Pra- 
Ctice of Infant-baptiſm cannot be proved by the 
expreſs Words of Scripture ; becauſe he finds 
fault with 2 for urging them to it, in Page 10, 
where he brings us in, faying, bring us a plain Text, 

and we wil belicve it : ; arid repreſents It as all #u1- 
reaſonable Demand. 

2vt if his P4//zor hath not ſo far tranſported him, 
25 to make him forget what Subyett- matter he Is 
treating of, he might have forborn thoſe Reflecti- 

ONS 
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Gns againſt vs: For I do affirm, that Baptiſm is a 
part of /nſ{ituted Worſhip; and therefore whilft he 
pretends to praCtice Intant-baptiim, he is obliged 
to ſhew us, where it is exprelly commanded in 
the Word of God, or otherwiſe how does he 
know it is the Wiil of God that it ſhould be pra- 
Ctited ar al{? For al Inilirnted Worſhip hath 1ts 
Foundation ozly in the 1/3 of the Law-giver, as be 
hath revealed 1: nnto us; and nnlefs he hath tound 
out ſome ochcy Rule of Faith and Pradtice beſides 
the Word oi God, he is bound to ſubmit him- 
ſelf co the Authority thereof ,in the Determination 
of thi; Controvcrly : To the Law, ard to the _— 
my ; if they ſpeak not according to ths Word, 

FF becauſe there 15 no light tn them, Ila. 3. 20. 

2. He endeavours to pcriw ads os, T hat evrdint 
Conſequences, drawn from Scripture, are ſuffi. 
cient. 

i might deny rhrs in the Patat under Conſide- 
ration ; becauſe Bapriſm is a part of Inſtituted WWor- 
ſmp: Foraltho' this may be true about ſrecula- 
tive Pcints in [ivinity, It i5 no _—_ Conſe- 
quence it muſt be {o in poſurive Duties, Bur 1 will 
not infilt upon it, but tor Arguments fake allow 
if to be true: And therefore let him proceed as 
toon as he pleaſes, to prove the Bapri/on of Infants 
an Ordinance of God, by evtaent Coniequences, 
drewn irom Scripture, and I will allow ir. 

As for his ſecond Obſervation, it is applicable 
to vimſclf, and not to «5, and therefore I ſhall 
leave lt at his own CoOr. 

3. He faith, 7hoſe Doftrines which were clear- 
ly revealed, and fully confirmed in the Old Teſta- 
ment, tho' little or nothin be faid of them in the 
«Vow Teſtzment, and viere meueer repealed , are 
"is 
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zet to be owned, received, and believed, as if 
much l;2d been ſaid of tliem in the New Teſta- 
ment. And preſently after he tells us, This is 
the caſe of Infant-baptiſm. 

Well Sir, If you will prove that Infant bap- 
tiim was clearly revealed, and fully confirmed to 
be an Orainarce of God, and our duty to praftiſe 
it #2: Goſpel-days, by the Scriptures of the O14 
Teſtament, I am contented. But pray be pleal- 
ed to ſhew us that revelation and confirmation, 
that we may be fſ:tisfied zt zs ſo: For I never 
read of Infants-baptiſm as yet in all the Old Te- 
ftament, and I believe there 1s as /ittle mention 
mzde of it 3 the New. 

But 4ly. You fay, thoſe DoCttrines which were 
once throxghly ſettlcd in the 01d Teſtament, ang 
never Call: 1n queſtion by any : the New, thcre 
Was 70 OCCailon given to ſpear of them again. 

[f this be ad rem, there are then rwo things 
tlignified thereby : 

I. That thcre was no occaſion piven to {peak 
ot Infant baptiſm i the New Yeltament : And I 
am certain if there were, it was wholly omitted ; 
jor there is no mention made of 7: in the leaſt, 

2. That it was a DoCtrine thronghly fſereled in 
the Old Teſtament. It this be true, Why doth 
he not preve it, by ſhewing us where it is ſo writ- 
ten? It he cannot, let him acknowledge his Mi- 
ſtake. 

As for what he ſpeaks in bis fifth conſideration; 
ihat Doctrine may be wery clear, the Scripture: 
bronght to prove, and the Argument thence de- 
duccd clear and convincing ;, and yet it may remain 
darkto one that is wcapable of diſcerning it. This 
| 2ilow to be true, Andif there were no orber Ine 
ltance 
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ſtance to be given of it beſides, Mr. Harri/o* 
himſelf may be given 1 evidence : For notwith- 
ſtanding the expreſs Evidence from Scripture, 
that -ultitudes of Believers were baptiſed by dip- 
ping In the Apoſtles days, (2s I ſhall prove in duc 
place) yet by reaſon of thoſe Cararrachs of Igno- 
rance that have blinded the Eyes of his Mind, 
he is uacapable of diſcerning zt; for in Pag. 48. he 
ſaith, It was never yer proved, that perſons were 
then dipped. And on the contrary, a thing that 1s 
never mentioned at all in Scripture, viz. Infant- 
baptiſm, Thar, he faith, is as clear to hm a3 
the Doctrines of the Trinity; the Divine Na- 
ture of Chriſt ; Juſtihcation by impured Righte= 
ouſneſs, Cc. 

Now this gives cccalion to fear that he 1s yet 
but a narwral man; becaute ſuch a one perceiveth 
not the things of the Spirir of God, neither caz he 
know them, becauſe they are ſpiriz:ta!ly diicerned: 
And therefore Fe that is not as yer of the nume 
ber of the /llaminati;, would do well to put 
himſelf into the number of the Carechunert, that 
he might be inſtructed in the way of God more 
pertectly. 
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CH A 3. 
Being an Anſwer to what Mr. M. H. ſaith 


upon Ads 2.39. For the Promiſe is to 
you, and to your Children, &c. 


bi Shall endeavour to give you the true Scope of 
the place, and then return an Anſwer to Mr. 
#Ds Allegations. 
The Apoltle Peter having convinced the 7ews, 
T har the ſame Jeſus whom they had crucified was 
bota Lord and Chriſt, they being prickgd in 
their Hearts, cryed -out, Men and Brethren, 
waat ſhall we do? Peters Anſwer is, Repent, and 
be Baptiſed every one of you, in the Name of Jeſus 
Chrijt, ( This 1s the duty ) for the remiſſion of 
Sins; (hat vias the end propoled, and the thing 
they wanted ): . The promiſe follows in thele 
words, And ye fhall receive the Gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt : For the promiſe (4. «. of the Gift of the 
Holy Glioſt) 1s to you, and t9 your Children, Cc, 
By Children bere is meant their paſterity ; who, if 
they did alſ9 perform thoſe conditions of Kepen- 
tance, Faith and Baptiun, they al/o ſrould receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, Wioreover, there being, 
Gentiles allo his preſent Auditors, he adds, The 
promiſe 1s to all that are afar of, meaning, the Gen- 
tiles: And tolet them know he intended 10 othey 
method for their children, than what he propo- 
ſed unto them, he reltrains it to Believers only ; 
Fryten as many as the Lord our Goa ſhall call, If any 
ſhoald /-:cy that Baptiſm is intended in the pro- 
miſc, arg lo apply it to brrle children, that cax- 
| nes 
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0: bez becauſe Baptiſm is not a Promiſe, but a 
Command; and /o there can be no Pretence for 
Infaiit. baptiſm from 41s Promiſe. 

Aud Mr. H,. being aware of that, he hath 
found out a New Invention, ſor he tells us, 'ris 
the promiſe of God to Abravam, Gen. x7. 7. which 
therefore COnLains 2 platn Precept for the bapti- 
Zing Of Infants. 

I wasin hopes1 migat have finiſhed what was 
needful to be faid upon Ger. 17. before, but 1 
ſee Mr. #. builds his whole Superſirutture upon 
it, and therefore | muſt ſay jomerhing further 
toit: Notwithſtanding Mr. H. Collins hath ſuf. 
fictently confuted what he faich, but it ſeems he 
hath not yer attained to t4ar diſcretion, to know 
when he is fully anlwered. 

1. Therefore | ſhall ſkew, that Canamn:- Land, 
with thoſe External Bleſſings that accompanied 
them in the poſleſſion thereof, is the grear pro-= 
miſe in that place by him cited, Ger. 17. | 

2, | do aftrm, and I thick the proof I have 
given for it already may be ſufficient ſatrsfatiion 
to any reaſ/unab!s man, that the Covenant in Gen, 
17. ts bat of Circumciſion, and not the Covenant 
of Grace, and then his Interpretation of 15 prq- 
miſe, As 2.39. is wwolly groundlels. 

As touching the firit, whoever will pleaſe to 
read Gen, 17, will find, beſide the Promiſe of a 
ramerous Oft-ipring, that of Canaan particularly 
preſt, ver. 8. Ard 1 will grove, unto thee, and to 
thy ſeed after thee, the Land whertin thou art a 
tranger, all the Land of Canaan, for an evclaſt- 
irig poſſeſſin, and I will be their God. 

| will give you the Words of a late Learned 

P; otc{tagt vpon the place ; he tells us, * Thar 


this 
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* :1s Covenant 1s ſaid to b2 an everlaſi;zs Co- 
«© yenant, in the ſame ſence as Canaan is ſaid to 
* to be an everlztir7 poſſeſſion ; there is there- 
* fore no more reaſon to conclude from this 
* term, that the Covenant of Circuincifion was 
* directly and properly a covenatit 6f ſpiritual 
*© and erernal bleflings, than there 1s to affirm, 
* that the Zard of Canaan, and the good things 
© thereof, were a ſpiritual and eternal Inheri- 
* tance: Ard God's promiſing to be therr God, 
cenotes only his engaging himſe:f to make good 
the promiſes contained 1n chat Covenant. 

As for his pretended Reaſons, they vaniſh of 
themielves, becauſe they are built npon a falſe 
Notion, that the covenant of circumciiion 1s the 
Covenant of Grace,which 1 have already Ciſproved : 
And he may as well affirm, that al Believers, 
and heir Children, have a promiſe in Atts 2. 29. 
ro poſſeſs the Land of Canaan, whether they be 
Zews or Gentiles, as to tell us, That promiſe 
the Apoſtle here ſpeal:s of, muſt be chat promiſe 
to which he ſaith, Circumciſion was the Seal un- 
der the 75rmer diſpecſation. I am troubled to 
think, that Mr. Harriſon ſhould trifle thus about 
ſacred things, 2nd endeavour to deccive his Rea- 
der, by perſwaCing him, that the covenant of 
circumciſion is yer in being under the Goſpel ; 
a thing fo contrary to the renoy of the Goſpel, 
and the expreſs Words of Holy Scripture. The 
nhole Fabrick of the Femiſh Church-ſtate ting 
pulled down, and a New Church ftate erected 1n 
the 759m thereof, it is not the Houſe of Gad, 
erected by the Aſaical Law, but the Houſe of 
Coriſt, erefted by the, Son himſelf, Hb. 3. 6. 
oppolſzd 79, and ig contrediftintion from thac 
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former oe under the Law, which all that were 
circumciſed were ob{zzed to obſerve : For the 
Apoſtle ſaith, If any man he circumciſed, be is 4 
acbtor to the whole Law. 

But in his next Paragraph he entangles him- 
ſelf with a difliculty {! {rpoſe) he will not 
be able to free:himleli itrom : For he ſaith, ia 
page 21. 164i; promile the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, was 
that promiſe or covenant of which Baptiſm was 
the Seal, And in the words following he tells 
us, that Circumciſion and Baptiſan are Seals of 
the ſame covenant. Now whereas I have already 
proved, that the co: JCnARE of Circumciſion was not 
the covenant of Crace, i think 1 need mot prove 
Chat Baptiſm is a Jury belonging, to the New Con 
venant ; becauſe a/{ ack 10wledge it /o to be: 
And as certain | am, that the Apoſtle Paul appo- 
ſes the Law of Works to the Law of Faith, /c 
is of Faun, that it mioht be: of Grace ;, and circumn- 
Cilion oblegrng to keep the whole Law, mich co-« 
venant being now aboliſhed, he ſaith, i} ye be 
cireumciſed, Corilt (hall profit you _— And he 
zives this reaſon for it, WH oſoever of you are ju- 
ſiified vy the law, ye are fallen j 17 (17ACP * Aud that 
this reſpe=its the covenant of circunciion, with 
85 adjuiicts, 1s plain from Cz. 5. 1. where the 
Apoſtle exhorts them 7s ſtand faſt mm that biber- 
ty wherewith Chriſt hath made ti m1 free, and not 

t9 be © tangled arain with the yore of bondage 3, 

which he expl: 44n5 In the following verſes to be 
meant of the covenant Oi cre ei! 102 ; $o that 
Mr. 7. may ſec what a Labyrinth he is in, our 
of which I {appoſe it will not be ealie for him 
to cytiricate himfelf. 

4c late Learned Dr, 2c. Coxe, in his Ex- 
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cellent Diſcourſe of the Covenants, hath given us 
the rruc ground of theſe perp plexitics that the Leary- 
ed have fallen into, which I ſhall tranſcribe, fer 
the ſake of thoſe who have nut his Bonk to in- 
form them, nor are likely to obtain, becaulcir's 
out of priat. 

6 Sett.6. pag.t12, Now as It 1s cvident from what 
© hath been alrcady ſaid, that. all feederal tranl- 
©« actions of God with men, flow only from his 
* pood pleaſure, and the counſel of his Will, 
* to upon that ground It 15 certainly to be con» 
©« cluded, that our knowledge and underſtand- 
& ing of them, muſt wholly depend ypon Divine 
*« Revelation. None can pretend acquaintance 
© with the ſecret of C509, but as he hath plcal- 
©*© ed to reveal it in his Word ; this light muſt 
** guide all our inquiries after it, and our Sen- 
« tments oi things 'of this nature mult be Rtritly 
** governed by this Rule s ſeeing the nature of 
© them Is ſuch, as tranſcends the common princt- 
© ples-cf reaſon or natural Light, inaſmuch as 
they owe their 0r4911al to the free aCts of the 
& Divine Will and Wiſdom, which are unac- 
&« countable, 'cill revealed by God himſelf ; and 
© therefore it becomes us to captivate all our 
&« thoughts of them to the obearence of Faith, as 
« knowing, That Learning and ſtrength of Parts 
& (tho? of excelleat uſe 1a their place) not guid- 
& ed by Scripture-1194t in theie Inquiries, can on- 
«ly form an {rgemous Error, and loſe a.man in 
** the Labyrinth of his ows [magination, and un - 
& certain Guelles ; ſeeing: the ſwmgle advantage of 
« thole aſſiſtances. (in this caſe truſted to, and 
« tretched beyond their line ) can reach no far. 
& ther than to enable him, cum rationc errare, 
= © and 
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© 2nd ſo to wander from truth in a'path ſcem- 
_ Te more /movth, tho" no lefs dangerous than 
© orzzcrs light upon. 

'  «& And therefore in theſ: things Iyes the ſprizg 
© of moſt miſtakes, and corruption of DaCtrine and 
« Practiſe in »atters of Religten ;, men do ealily 
©<fnd out, and agree in the true Dictates of 
« the Law of Nature, but in things pertaining ro 
<« the covenarts of God, how various are their 
«> Sentiments ? Yea, many great, Learned and good 
© men, bave been azviaed in their Judgments a- 
& bout ſome things of grezr importance to the 
* Faith and Edificat ion ol the Church: And tome 
*« one Error adnmited about the nature of God's 
& {cederal tranſaftious with men, doth {trangely 

* perplex the whole Syltem, or Body of Divinity, 

« and cintangle our Interpretation of icnumera- 
©«hle Texts of Scripture, and by this means 
& Jars and Conteutious have bcen perpetuated 
* in the Church, to the great grief and hindrance 
©« of af, the oftence of rhe weak, and greater ican.- 
«© cal of the bind World ; and all this hath been 
«© much occalioned thro? the want ot a due and 
© humble atrention to 1hat Revelation of Truth 
* which God hath given us 2 te Holy Scrip- 
& tores, and endcavouiing to collect the mind 
«© of God from there, niuhcut prepolktfiion of 
* Judgment, ( which 1s a preater occation of rhe/e 
© miſtakes than men are generaliv awzre ol } 
©< and Carctul avoiding Ne 177440 MIXTULE ON CO» 
© fulton cf thinys natural, with thole that are 
6 perily of a {arieral nature. 

Now 1 would earneſtly beg of Mr. H. both 
for his own good, 2nd the yood of the people 
he {{ands relared Lo, that he would be pleated 
L9 
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to conſider ſeriouſly what this Learned Mar hath 
ſaid ; and by laying afide all pre-conceived Preja- 
dices and pre-poſſeſſim of 'Jadgment, would ap- 
ply himſelt ro an humble 1nquiry after the mind 
of God, as revealed in his Word, and not truſt 
to his Learning, vor lean to his own rnderſtanding 
in the matters of Divine Tracths, but labour to 
fatishe his contcience from the Revelation of God 
In his Holy Word, that 4s 1t 1s written, and 
therefore I believe. 

And to apply it to the preſent caſe, if Mr. 77. 
can ſhew us where is written, that Infants ouobt 
to be baptized by ary appointment of God, or 
where its written that any ore Infant was bapti- 

zed ; or where its cinarged 4s 4 fin upon any one 
to zeglect carrying them to be baptized ; or where 
any Amiſter is blamed for n0t reaching them 
to bring, :bcir Children to Baptiſm, or for nt 
nr gr them when they were brought ; or in- 
eed, if there be ary rhino ſaid about it, direQly 
or indi rely, to cpoyn the practice thereof, or 
any the leaſt mention wade of zt, 1n all the'Book 
of God, we will grant him the canſe: Butl 
perceive himſelf is iatisfied there 1sn0 {ach thing, 
and therefore he is pleaſed to ridicule ns for 
demanding of him io ſhew us where It is commanded 
in the Scripture, Bat let him know, that all 
inſtituted \Vorſhin hath xo foundation, bur the 
D: vine Wil requiring, it, and therefore his prc- 
tenc2 to evade the Objc -Qiion is vain. 

But however, ſeei ing he thinks he is fo cxcet- 
lent ar _—_ :erces, and that. he can do riyphty 
thiags that W: \ le t Mr. H, (it he can) prove 
by c:mſequence, or any other way, that Infanr- 
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cannot do it ; for he hath written :wo Books al- 
ready, and not oze Argument in cither of them 
that concludes the t1zp in I And to tell 
you my Thoughts upon it, 1 am of Opinion, if 
he ſhould write a kundred pry it will be (till 
th: ſame; for he hath run over #:ze Arguments 
ewice to z0 purpoſe : For there 15 nothing of the 
Point in, queſtion inferr'd in any of them. And 
I know the Reaſon: It 15 not ſemply for want of 
Parts, and Learning, but for wanc of Adarter ; 
for that which & not, cannot be proved to be > 
but Infant-baptiſm is #0: an Ordinance of God, 
and therefore it canaot be proved /s to be. And 
whereas he doth allow he cannot ſhew us a Com 
mand tor it, by abuling us for bur Cemanding it 
of him; 1 am fure his Attempt to prove that to 
be an Ordinance of God by Conlequence only, 
when he bath pranred there 1s no expreſs Com 
mand, is foo great a Lask for him ever to periorm : 
And if he would take my Advice, 1 would not 
have bim ſo much 2s attempt -1t any more, becauie 
it's ianpaſivle to be dove. 

But why doth Mr tO. tell us, Baptiim is 2 Szat 
of the New Covenant? 1t it be, tis Arguments are 
all cat of doors; "i a Sea! 15 NOL TO DE {et to a 
Blank, as it muſt be it applicd ro knfants. Beſides, 
he is miſtaken in the we of his Polition ; for 
Circumcihon is e6nly {aid to be a jew! of rhe Ripgh- 

teouſneſs of Fait';, to Abramar, and wort to the 
reſt of his Pt tertry, Rom. 4. 9. 4 it 15 rectoued 
to Abrabam i 00 KI: Pt CO jne| s And 1a the 1otv. 

Verſe he tells us, it was " ſave lie was CIICuin- 
ciſed: But in Yer. 11. he received the lign of 
Circumciſion, a /ea! oi the Righteouinels of the 
Faith which he had, yce being, weir enmer ſed, that 
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he might be the Father of all them that believe, 
tho' they be nt circumciſed, that Righteouſneſs 
might be imputed unto them alſo. This is the onl y 
Text that 1 find the Word is uſed i in, as 2pplizd 
to Circumcilion and here It 1s reſtrained 0 
Avraham only, and not applied to ary other Per- 
ſon whatſoever. I do think therefore, it. was Ail 
unwary Ezpreſhton of Mr. #7. to make Gyrcum: 
ſion a Seal of the Covenant of Grace under he 
Law, to 44 circumcited Infafits, when its applicd 
by Paul to Abraham ouly, and not to any one of his 
Poſtcrity : Nor could it. be, becavſe ic was to him 
a5 a Scal of that Promiſe, that he ſhould be the 
Fatker of al! Beltevers ; which could not be true 
of Individuals, nor of ary ofiler but himſelf, it 
bc11z commandedc to ihem for other Ends. 

A5 for his cal! ng Baprilm a Seal of the New 
Cover —_ mnlt ſa; tle fame of it as of the other : 
For, 1. It 13 zo where called /o in all the Holy 
Scri Tho , and theretore no metaphorical Ule to 
be made of it. 

2, The roly Scriptures do tell ns ber 
thins that is the Seal of the New and everlaſt- 
Ig Covenart , wherew!th Believers are ſcaled 


vader the Goſpe!, and that is the Holy Spirzr, 
3 Cor. ; 21,22. Now he which ſtablilheth 25 with 
you in Coritt, 1410 anointed us, is God; who 


hat! uf. Golet. 15, ond given the earnes! of the 
Enhef. 1. 13. Aſter ye be- 
18th that holy Spirit of Pr9- 
Ad grieve riot the holy $ vlrt 
of God, worreby ye are ſlr 1 unto the day of Re. 
In Learoed ir. Cox upon theſe words, 
Kyi, 4. 11. faith, © It is Genttiuvas Specttt, a$ 
* vlign W2 read the Gity of Jeruſalem for the 
i Cy ry 7 
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« City Jeruſalem, and the like : For we read 
<* not, ſaith he, that any other Ordinance ( No, 
© not Baptiſm) is fo called in Scripture; bart in 
© the New Teltament, the {ealing of Believers is 
© attribated to the Holy Ghoſt. For it is 
*© not poſlible to. conceive that Circumciſion 
© ſhould be a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, 
&« Cc. to one that never had Faith : And it is 
© equally abſurd to ſay, that Circumciſion was 
© a Seal unto al its Subjects of the Righteoul- 
© nels of Faith, which they had while uncircum- 
&« ciſed, as to affirm, that it:was the Seal of a p4- 
&© ternal relation to all Believers, unto every one 
© that received it. And | hope this Gentleman 
will allow me to ſay, that it's more abſurd now 
under the Goſpel, wherein a/ the Children of the 
Covenant are to be tawght of God, and al of them 
to know God, that any ſhonld aftirm, that Bap- 
tiſm is a Seal ro Infants who have »o Faith ar all, 
neither in Habit nor in Att; eſpecially ſeeirg 
it's no-where called fo in the Holy Scriptures. If 
men, rough the Liphtneſs and Vanity of their 
Minds, muſt necds play with weraphorical Exe 
preſſions in Scripture, yet | know not how they 
thould have a liberty to poſe words upon us, as 
Mr. H#. doth, which are not at 4:y time, nor in 
any place, fo much as mentioned. This is our 
Caſe, ; Mr. H. will have Baptiz/iz called the Sea! 
of the Covenant, we will nor allow ic him, becauſe 
it's no where ſo called in Scripture. Bat ſnppoſe 
we ſhonld, ic would rume his beloved Canſe; for 
then 1t could be adminittred to zone but ſuch who 

are true Believers, 
But before Mr. #7. goes any turther, be propo- 
{cs this Queltion, W ho we by to underſtand by 
Ls 
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the Children in the Text? viz. Aks. 2 


2 39, Bis 
Anſwer 1s, No doubt but they are the very ſame 
which in Gen. 17” are Called Seed. Th eReaſon be 
gives for it is,trom the Erymology of the Greek, word 


there uſed: The Word «( faith he ) ts 7e#rs, 
vſcd for /trtle lucking Babes , Matt. 21. 18. and 
1 Cor. 7.14 
How ac came to pive vs this ſence of the Word, 
ſo contrary to the Scope of the place, 1 know not 
7:46, in the fingular, is rendred thus' \by a late 
f2u0us Greclan, A Child, an Off - ſpring, and in 
the plora) a numerous (C, t- ſpri, In the 24, Epiſtle 
of Fobn , Ver. 1. he uies the fame Words, as in 
ys 39. % 7s Texvos, The tlaer unto the eleth Lady 
Foie Children ; Here 1t's rendred Crmmlaren, as 
it is in A:, 2.39. hut not rele ſucking Babes : 
For you nave their Character given 10 Fer, 4 4 re- 
toyced ; preatly, that I found of thy Children waiking in 
in, 4th, we has received a commundinent f rom the Fa- 
7 : And he writes to her 21d them 11 the 
phi ral, te loo-rr: the-a{elves, and to met? falle 
Teachers' Sc, And in the aſt Verſe Bs faith, 
a! f thy Flctt Sifter greet thee. Now 
| 211 20 Ways 2Erce W ith Mr. 11's l;ttle 
ſackiny Babes: And he hath every whit as much 
Kealon 10 ove this lence of the word here, as in 
; 2. 39. If being the ſame Ward. But let us 
eX:mine his other two Texts. 
in Matt, it. 16. Now m the mornins as be return- 
ned 10 ine City, ie banored, This I am furc hath 
neirver the word nor thing he intends: But 1 fup- 
pole he intended. the 1 5eh. Verſe; And when the 
chuf Prirſts and Sertbes jaw tie wonderſul things that 


Ge Sd: and the Children crying in the Temple, ara 
frying, Hoſanna to the ſon of David, they were ſore 
ail, 94-2: 
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diſpleaſed: The word that is here tranſlated Chil- 
dren, is not the ſame word as in Afts 2, 39, Tixvars 
but it is 74 /a;; and if we may belicve our Lexis» 
cographers, they tell us, that in i#4 very Text 
Matt, 21. 15- It ſignifies a Boy, or young Maid; 
{omerimes a Soz, and ſometimes a Servant : And 
we have an Inſtance in ark s. 39, 40, 414, 42.0t 
a young 44aia of 12 years oi Age, waere the ſame 
word 1s tenured Daſfel: And ftraight-way the Dam- 
ſel aroſe and walked, for ſhe was of ihe Age of twelve 
years + Now had not her Ape been recorded, no 
doubt bur Mr, /Z. woald have infilted upon ie, that 
ſhe was a little fucking Child, becauſe it's ſaid in 
ver. 2.3. my luule daughter But, to proceed, they 
allo tell us it's £aken for a Aaid-ſcrovant, a Bond- 
woman, as TuJiauns is rendred Gal g. 22, 30. ſpeak- 
ig of Hagar, zefter we birth of /jhmael; Cat out 
the Bona-woman and ber ſon - Now in this place 
it's impoſſible tro prove Havar a little ſacking 
bave, and therefore | ſappole he wi!l not attempt 
if. — the Reader will ob ſerve, how | came 
to betJRed to the w/cof this word by Mr. #/.* But 
the Reaſon why he quoted It, I know nat ; un- 
lets he took it for graiited, becauſe he found Chil- 
aren ln the Fngbjh Bible, i I muſt needs be the ſame 
word in Greek; which he may vow fiad to be a 
mittake. Bat 1 ſhail proceed to conlider his other 
Text, 1 Cir. 7. 14. " 
bi1 1 Cor. 7. I &- the word is, ts TEX!2, Vu z yo ir 
Child -en ;, nor will this Text « fo him any Service, 
to prove what he brings itfor ; becaule 1c 's ofeu 
ulcd for pertons of g79:vn ye: rs; : Forn I. 12. Tere 
4, the Sors of God : He cannot ſupp>ole theſe 
Lo be little ſucking Baver, for that they had altuz!- 
ly recgived Chrilt , any beiteved oa his Name. 
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Fhe learned Leigh, in his Crittca Sacra , faith, 
7:xye, l;beri, often : And befides what he faith 
upon John. 1. 12. He cites the uſe of it in Eph. 6. 1. 
rixv2.:; It is uied there in the plural Number, ſuch 
as are begotten and born oi them; and being of 
the Neuter Gender doth include borh Sexes, Males 
2nd Females, Sons and Daughters, which agrees 
with thoſe words, As. 2.17. Towr Sons and 


your Daughters ſhall propheſie: Coloſ, 3. 20. Ex- 


tenditur ad Filios, & Filias imo ad Nepotes + It 
is extended to their Sons and Dauynters ; yea, as 
One hath it, Nepotes vocant omnes poſteros, They 
cail all their poſterity by that name. But not in- 
tending to uſe polixity in the handling of it, take 
the plain words of my fore-named Author : lr is 
a general word, which 1n Scripture and other wri- 
ters is uſed to ſet forth-all ſorts of Children, of 
what ſex, of what ape, of what degree ſcever they 
be. 

To this 1 ſhall only add this brief Obſervation, 
"That thoſe Exhortations ſpoken of in Epb. 6. 1. 
and Coloſ. 3.20. where it is written, Chilaven obey 
your Parents inthe Lord, &C. mult be intended ſuch 
Children of grown years that were Members of the 
viſible Church of Chriſt by Repentarce, beith, and 
BapLiſm z becaule *cis tuch the Apoſtle direCts his 
Epiilles unto, Eph. 1. 1. To the ſaints which are at 
Erbeſur, andto the faithful in Chriſt Feſus : And in 
Col. x. 2. 70 the ſaints and fatthful brethrca tn Chriſt, 
which are at Coloſs : Now theſe words cannot poſit- 
bly be applied to little ſucking Babes, unto whom 
Nr. #, would have the uſe of the Word reſtrain 
ea 


Nay further, where the Apoſtle Job» uſes tic 
word 7:z:2, Filioli, [tis Children, ( which ts 
this 
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the Diminntive of 7:«z2 ) no leſs than ezght timos 
1n his firſt Epiſtle, as 1 John 2. 1, 12, 28. and 3.4, 
7, 15. and 4+4. and 5.21. yet in none of #hoſe 
places doth he intend /zztlc ſucking Babes ; for 
there are ſuch things required of them which /uch 
Infants are nor able to perform ; for inChap.2. 1. 

hey are exhorted nc to ſim, &c. Ver. 18. They 
hag heard that Antichriſt ſhould come : Fer. 28. 
They are exhorted to abide in Chriſt, Chap. 3. 57. 
Little Children,let no man deceive you, Yer. 18. not 
to Love-in word and tongue, but in deed and in 
truth, Ver, 4,and 5. he tells them they kzew that 
Chriſt was manifeſted to take away their Sins. 
Ye have overcome, Cc, $. 21. little Childern, keep 
your ſelves from Idols. Now it's evident fo the 
. meaneſt Capaciry, that /irtle ſucking Children can- 
not do all theſe things here ſpoken of, and there- 
fore are pt at a// intended in any of thoſe places. 
Now had Mr. Z fourd the word 74:4 in As 2. 
39. 2s he Gid tie word 573415, how would he have 
ſwaggered with it ? But the Apoſtle Peter knew bet- 
ter homo expreſs the Mind of God 1n hat place 
than Mr. H. doth to underſtand it, Prejudice have 
ing blinded his Eyes. 

For his other Reaton that he gives, that It Is a 
Repetition of the grand Promile, Ger. 17. 7: 1 
have anſwered that already, and therefore | had 
thought to have {aid no more to that ; but finding 
him to return egain ro It in page 26. 1 ſhall endea- 
vour fully to clear the Point before t leave it. 

His Words are theſe ; Now to return to Atts 2, 
39. The prozniſe is to you, and to your Children : 
[ wiil conclude ( faith he ) in the words of Holy 
Mr. Rutherford, Break (ſaich he) the Text into an 
hundred pieces, and blood it as men pleaſe, this is 
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the gc/nine Thelis, which cannot be negleCted, viz. 
That thoſe to whom the promiſe of the Covenant 
belofgs, thoſe ſhould be baprzſed : But the promiſe 
of the Covenant 15 to you, and to your Chiidren ; 
therefore you and your Children 0ubgt to be bap- 
riſed, Mr. H. doth not infiiſt'upon 1t ; however 
I ihail give this Anſwer thereuanto. 

If Mr. Rutherford intended ſuch of their Chil- 
dren that were the called of God by Repentance, 
Faith, and Bapri/m1, then the gift of the Holy Spi- 
rit belonged to them as well as to their Parents : 
Bur if he doth 7or, it is a heap of words withont 
Reaſon or Truth, or 2ny proper Signification : For 
here 1s ( by him ) neither Promiſe, nor Covenant, 
nor any thing plainly expreſt : For the Hebrew 
word TY"3 B&erith, is thus rendred, « Covenart, 
Ir mutual Pattion ;, 10 called from the Choice made 
of the Perſons and Conditions in a Coftnant. Ro- 
bertſon's ſecond Gate. 

And as the learned Leigh in his Critica ſatra ſaith, 
Beruth is Fedus pattum, and quotes Ainſworth 
and Buxrorf for his Anthority ; Quod 'Fagus ſt, 
ut Ab-n Ezra fcribit , mutuis conſenſus duorum ſuper 
aliqua re : That aCovenant, as Aben Exra writes, 
is a mutual Conſent of two. upon any matter. 
And he further faith, it fignifieth both ovv2may, 
a CompaCt or Covenant made between parties, 
as Aquila tranſlzteth it , and amv, a Teſtiment 
or diſpoſition of ones laſt Will, as the word is uſ- 
ed by the Apoſtle, Heb. 9. 15. And the learned 
Dr. Coxe, in his diicourie of the Covenants, pap. 5, 
ſaith, Covenant relation to God, and intereſt in 
him, doth not immediately refuit from the pro- 
polal of a Covenant, and terms of Covenant rela- 
tion to may, but it is by reſtipulation that heaQtu- 

tual- 
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ally enters irito Covenant with God, and becomes 
an interrefſed party in the Covenant ® ic is a mu- 
tual Conſent of the parties in Covenant, that 
ſtates and compleats a Covenant-relationz and 
this is called an avouching of the Lord to be their 
God, by conſent to the terms of a Covenant pro 
poſed to them : It incindes mutnal ingage- 
ment. But what Rntherford ſaith, is not at all 
agreeable to the nature of Man's entring into 
Covenant with God under the Goſpel, -becanfe 
the Subjefts he ſpeaks of, viz. Little Infants, 
are not capable of underſtanding, much leſs 
of giving themſelves up to Gad in baptifm, 
in the way of a Covenznt-Engagement * And 
I remember a faying of Mr. Richard Baxter, 
in a Sermon I heard him preach ſame years agoe, 
which is as follews ; © It ws the praCtice of the 
©Church%generally for the firſt five hundred 
* years not ©o admit any to Baptiſm, but fach 
<* that did firſt make a publick profeſſion of their 
© Faith before the Chvrch.: But for as much as the 
© Chnrch hath alter*d the time of Baptiſm, and 
© doth adminiſter ir to ſuch that are not capable 
© to make ſuch a profeſſion of their Faith, were 
« { a Paſtor of a particular Congregation, I would 
« 2Cmit none tothe Lord?*s Supper, but ſuch wha 
« ſhould firſt make a poblick profeſſion of their 
&« Faith before the Church ; for we onght to a- 
© youch the Lord to be our God. Now by 
what Mr. Harriſon faith in his Book concerning Mr, 
Baxter, | take him to be of that fort of Presbite- 
rians which are called Zaxrertans: And if he 
will abide by the ſeitence of his Maſter, then [n- 
fants can make no reſtipnlation, and ſo not he 


«(nally in the Covenanx ; For they cannos ayouch 
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the Lord to be their God, and conſequently can 
have no riffht to Baptiſm by vertue of the Cove- 
nant, if they are not aCtually in it. ; 

But further, Mr. #7. ſaith, If this diſpleaſe, 
we will ſtand by Mr. Stephens his Syllogiſtical 
Frame upon the Text, viz. That they who have 
a right to be baptized by the word of Promite, 
they alſo have a right to be baptized by the 
word of Command: But the Infants of Believ- 
ing Pzrents have a right to be baptized by the 
word of promiſe, therefore they have a right, 
by the word of Command. 

Who this Mr. Srephens is, I neither know, nor 
cart ; but this I know, that his Argument is n9- 
thing to the purpoſe he brings it for. 

For, 1. He doth not tell us what this word of 
promiſe is. Nor, 2. Where it is written. And 
therefore we are at as great a loſs/as before. 
But if there be any conſiſtence betwixt Mr. #. 
and him, it is in fs 2. 39. and if he reads the 
Text but once more without Mr. Stephens his 
SpeCtacles, he will not find any wm there, 
that. Infants ſhall be baptized. 

I may with far better Authority argue thus, 

It there be no Command in all the Scripture, 
that Infants ſhould be baptized, nor any pro- 
miſe of any bleſling to them in being baptized, 
then they have no right to be baptized : Bux 
there is no Command in all the Scripture thay 
Infants ſhould be baptized, nor any Promiſe of 
any bleſſing to them in being baptized : Ergo, 
They have no right to be baptized. The major 
:s undeniable, the »inr is proved from that 
univerſal ſilence througbout the whole Book of 
God, there pot being the leaſt word ſpoken 
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concerning it, either directly or-indirely of any 
ſach command or promiſe, And yerfor all this, 
Mr. H, according to his uſual way of ludere ſacra, 
trifling and fooling with Holy Things, faith, 
He hath now anſwered our deſire, here Is 
both a word of Command and a word of Pro- 
iniſe; But it is in his Friend Srephens his 
Argument, and not in the Holy ipture. 
But ſeeing. he hath promiſed he will ſtand by 
Mr. Stephens his Syllogiſtica] Frame, we have 
reaſon to conclude he values it above any thing 
that can be ſaid to the contrary, tho' never fo 
plain evidence be given him from the Holy 
Scriptures. But if it were not the gain of filthy 
lacre that incited him thereto, perhaps be might 
as. well change his mind abGnt that, as he hath 
done about ſame other things, when he left a 
ſmall Benefice under Epifcopacy, to get a berter 
Livelyhood under the form of Presbytery. 


[ bave ſaid enough to this of the Covenant ' 


to ſatisfic any man that is willing to receive 
ſatisfaction, either ſrom Scripture or the reaſon 
of the thing : But if neither of thoſe will pre- 
vail, we mult leave fuch to ſtand and fafj to 
their own Maſters. For all the benefit., we can 
expect from the beſt of means where it is will- 
fully rejected, is, that they will ſtill perſevere 
in their old praftiſes, contradicting and blaſ- 
pheming the way of the Goſpel, as the Jews did 


in oppolition to the Apoſtles Doctrine, to their 
own DeſtruQion, ag 
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Shewing that the rioht manner how Baptiſm 
ough; to be adiminiſtred, is by Dipping, 
Plunzins, or Overwhelming the whole Body 
of the Perſon baptized under Water : And 
that it is not by ſprinklias, or otherwiſe 
applyins Water to the Perſon baptized, 
as Mr. Harriſon {anh. 


R. #. tells us, The Anabaptiſts confidently 

athrm, the right manner is dipping, the 
whole body under water, and ( ſay they) it 
not ſo pcriormed, 1s no baptiſra at all. 

Anſw, Yhere are many who do thus affirm, 
and that truly; but that the Anabaptilts 
do fo, I know not, for do not know of any 
Anabapciſt in the World, If he means thoſe that 
do baptize believers upon profeſlion of Faith, 
they cannot be called Anabaptiſts, becauſe they 
; do not baptize any who were before baptized ; 

and I hope he is fo good a Maſter of the Word 
himſelf ajes, 8s toknow the Erymology thereot : 
For the word And ſignifies again, and we do 
not haptize any that were baptized before. 
And indeed it's neither like a Man, much leſs a 
Scholar, to beg, the Queſtion, but to prove it, 
Befides, he knows we deny ſprinkling to be 
Baptiſm, and ti!} he hath proved himſe!f, or 
2ny of thoſe he ſprinkles-to be baptized, he hath 
noYeaſon to call us Anabaptilts. 

Now for dipping in Baptiſm ( faith he ) they 
plead, i, Thas 
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1. That the Greek Word ſignifies to Dip. 

2. The manner of baptizing in the primitive 
times was by dipping. 

3. John's baptizing at «Anon, 

4. The word Burial, being buried in Bap- 
t1im. 

Anſwer. A man would ſuppoſe that this plea 
were good, but it ſeems not pleaſing to Mr. 
Harriſon, For, and 

1, He faich, we fay the word baptizing in 
Greek ſignifies to be Dipped : They fay,* to bap- 
tize in Engliſh is to dip : And what doth he ſay ro 
that? And fo there 1s the Engliſh of Engliſh. This 
is a meer Quibble, for baptize is from baprizyo, 
and is not originally an Engliſh Word, 2nd by 
his good favour there 1s (1t he will have it ſo) 
other Engliſh for it, +z. to dip or plunge, &c., 
and whether he will or no, we believe that to 
be the ſignification of the word, and doubt not 
co make it appear. 

Mr. ZH. Well, ( faith he ) but Jet us enquire 
what theſe words, Barns, Banrous, Baxrico, 
ſignifie in the Ortginal Language : BeT7%%® comes 
indeed from B=7w, to dip or plunge. 

Anſw. | wiſh Mr. #. wonld do by himſelfin 
this, as he faith he will do by Mr. Stephens his 
Syllogiſtical Frame, ſtand by it : For if the word 
Barry lignthes to dip or piunge, how comes its 
derivatives to lignific otherwiſe ? Bapro is the 
Theme or Root from whence all the othec are 
derived, and the Branches certainly are of the 
ſame nature with the Root, What wiſe man 
expects Apples to grow upon an Oak, or Gra 
from Thorns, or Figs from Thiſtles ? And it's 
as ſtrange to think, that the genuine and proper 
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derivatives of Bapto, to dip or plunge, ſhould 
fignifie to ſprinkie or ſcatter. 

Bat in the very next words he ſaith, But 
it is ſeldom or never uſed for dipping in the New 
Teſtament. 

An(w. 10s a wonder that the Evangeliſts and 
Apoſtles, who were Civinely inſpired, ſhould 
ſeldom or never nſe a word in its right figni- 
fication. Pray let. Mr. Z. either retra@t this 
-unwary aſſertion, or elſe acquit himſelf from 
blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, if he knows 
how. It's a dangerous thing to charge the Ho- 
Iy Pen-men at this rate : But ſecing he ſaith, 
it's ſcldom or never ſo uſed in the New- Teſta- 
ment, it implies that it's ſo uſed by other Au: 
thors; Why doth he not tell us who they are ? 
that we may apply to taem for the right uſe 
of words, and not apy longer be deceived by 
the Pen-men of the Scripture. Doth he not 
ſee what a Trifler he is about divine things, 
and what horrid conſequences do attend ſuch 
a irothy way of arguing? Can he believe him- 
ſelf? 1do nor think it poſſible. 

But, fairh he, though ir be derived of a word 
that ſiznifies to Cip, it does not follow it ſig- 
nifies ſo. 

Anſw, Bamril'o Baptizo, is the word' he in- 
tends, or nothing ; for himſelf puts that down, 
and that muſt be the it he means; and tells us, 
it's ncver rendred to dip in all the New Te- 
ſtament. Nay, further, ( he faith ) it's not yet 
proved that it ever ſignifies dipping in all the 
New Teſtament. Now ſceing he hath mentio- 
ned the Learned Leigh, in his Critica Sacra, and 
prefaced it with theſs words, Jſ/ar omnia, > 
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the ſtead of all, I will examine his Author ; 
Theſe are his Words, Ba77:/«, Baptizo, the word 
Baptize, ( notwithſtanding what he cites out of 
Dr. Featly) he declares ts be derived from 
BaTT», Bapto, Tingo, to dip or plunge into the 
Water, and ſignifieth primarily ſuch a kind of 
waſhing 2s 1s vied in Bucks, where Linnen is 
plunged and dipt. Now if Mr. #. doth not 
know how: they uſe to order their Linnen 
when they waſh Bucks, let him ask the good 
women in the Countrey, and they will inform 
him, that they do not ſprinkle a little water 
only upon their Cloaths, but cover them all 
over With it. And again, ſaith the Learned 
Leigh, the native and proper fſipnification of it 
is, to dipinto Water, or to plunge under Wa- 
ter ; and quotes ſeveral Places in the New Te- 
ſtament where 1t's ſo uſed; as John 3. 22, 23. 
Mat. 3. 16. At: 8. 38. Again, for the word 
Barns, Baptiſma, he ſaith it is dipping into 
Water, and B2T7:5u05, Baptiſmos, Merſionem ſio- 
nificat in aquam : It ſignifies to he drowned, or 
overwhelined in the Water, He further ſaith, 
Thar it appeareth from the Notation and Ety- 
mology of the word it felf, what was the cu- 
ſtom of. adminiſtring Baptiſm in the beginning, 
whereas we now have rather Rantiſm ( that is, 
Sprinkling ) in the ſtead of Baptiſm : Wherefore 
he further tells us, tuat we might nor be deceived 
by a fallacious uſe of ſome latter Authors, as if 
leſs than dippirg the whole Body under Wa- 
ter were intended, when they uſe the word 
waſh, or waſhing, in the ſtead of baptizing ; Negque 
vero n famriiu, fignificat lavare,, rift 4+ conſe- 
ques > Nam proprie declarat tingends cauſa 1m- 
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mergere : Neither indeed doth the word Baprizein 
ſignific to waſh, except only by conlequence. 

For it properly declares they are to be plung- 
ed under water, as things are that they may be 
dyed. Again, Siquidem proprie baptiſmos eſt im- 
merio, intinttio ;, Baptiſmos is properly a dipping, 
a dying. Aod Laſtly, He faith, Barmwai, [nt 
gor, Dipt ;.- For which he quotes Rev. 19. 13. 
He hath his Yeſture dipe in blood : And concludes 
thus, it is taken from the Dyers Yatr, aud is a 
dying, or giving a freſh cojour, and not a bare 
waſhing only, whence cometh Bapriim. So that 
you may ſee how fairly he 1s confuted ovt of 
his own Author. 

We will now examine another ot his Authors, 
Schrevelius, as publiſhed with many additions by 
the Famous Linguiſt Mr. William Robertſon, En- 
taled Cornelsj Schrevelijy, Lexicon manuale Greco- 
Latinum, coptoſiſſume Adauttum. . Banxw, Bapto, 
Intingo, Mergo, Lavo, hine Bantu, Bantizo, idew 
Bapti/mos & Baptiſma, &c. all which fignifie to 
dye, to dip or plunge, but not. one word of 
ſprinkling fo much as mentioned : And there was 
wasa very good reaſon for it, becauſe he tells 
us there 1s another word jg the Greek to ſig- 
nifie that by ; I ſhall give it you from the ſame 
Author, PerriC, Rantizo, Aſpergo, to ſprinkle, 
Parrious, Ranti[mos, Aſperſio, Sprinkling ; and 
Ranti/ma the ſame. So that you may ſee the words 
are as different in the Greek as they are in fe- 
veral other Languages, and are as diſcernable as 
they are in Englih: And every Engliſh Rea- 
der knows there is a vaſt difference in the Aion . 
ſignified by dipping, and that ſignified by ſprink- 
ling. Sprinkling 15 not Dipping, nor Payrio os 
13 
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is not Pa77:7w5 z and ſeeing the Spirit of God 
uſes two Words to ſignihe twodifferent ations, 
it would be great preſumption in us to confound 
them. A!/tcadtus in his Lexicon Trevlogicum, faith, 
Barr! , tantum fegnificat Immergere, non lavare, 
miſs ex conſequent ; that Baptizcin ſignifies on- 
ly to dip, plunge, or drown, and not to waſh, 
except by conſequence. Belidesz as I have no- 
ted in my Epiſtle concerning Baptiſm, that this 
fence is ſo well underſtood, however it comes 
about that Mr. #. is ſo great a ſtranger to it, 
that every School-boy in. the Greek Grammar 
can tell you, that 22x is there rendred mergo, 
immergo, o dip, to pluuge or overwhelm, and 
that all its Derivatives are uſed in the ſame 
ſence. 

[ could give you multitudes of Inſtances to 
_ that the right way of baptizing is by 

ping. Mr. FohnGoſnold in his excellent Trea- 
ſe of the Dottcine of Baptilms, "faith, The 
word £a77ita, Baptizo, in its proper and na- 
tive fignification 15 to dip: This ( ſaith he) 
the Learned in 2!l Ages, and all Lexicous or 
Dictionaries do ackn$wledze; nor can we find 
by the moſt dil:gent Tearch, that 'tis otherwiſe 
accepted by ary Author whatſoever, excepting 
ſome very few ot late. 

He hath there given vs divers Inftances from 
men of good Authority for _—_— ( as he 
ſaith ) in all Nations, ſome of them I ſhall re- 
cite, 

Hu Gro:ius, as Learned a man as any our 
latter Age hath «afforded, ſaith, the word fignifies 
to dip under water. Biſhop Uſer, in his Body of 
Divinity, faith the ſame: As alſo Dr, Ames, 

in 
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in his Marrow of Divinity, Book, 1. Chap. 40. 
As alſo Mr. Perkins. | 

BalPs Catechiſm bath it, waſhed by dipping. 
Mr. Leigh in his Critica ſacra on. the New Te- 
ftament, the laſt and beſt of this kind, faith, 
The native and proper fignification of the Verb 
.s to dip into water, or to plunge under Water, 
and of the ſubſtantive dipping into Water : So 
alſo Wilſcn's Dictionary. The Dutch Tranſla- 
tion, according to their Language, reads for Johx 
the Baptiſt, John the Dipper, and for he bap- 
tized them, he dipped them: And the Com- 
mon-Prayer- Book preſcribes Dipping as the beſt 
way for the manner of the performance of this 
Ordinance, and always places it firlt, The Prieſt 
ſhall dip, &c. 

So likewiſe Daniel Rogers, a famous Engliſh 
Writer, in his Treatiſe of the two Sacraments, 
Cc. Part 1. Chap. 5. hath theſes Words, It ought 
to be the Churches part to cleave to the Inſti- 
tation, which is dipping ; eſpecially it not being 
left arbitrary by our Church, to the diſcretion: 
of the Miniſter, but required to dip, or dive : 
That he betrays the Churt, whoſe Officer he 
is, to 2 diforder'd Error; 4t- he cleave not ta 
the Inſtitntion, which is to dip. 

And this ( faith he) I ſo aver, as thinking it 
exceeding material to the Ordinance, . and no 
flight thing ; yea, which {Antiquity couſtantly, 
and without exceeption of Conntries, hot or 
cold, witneſſes unto ; and eſpecially the conſtang 
word of the Holy Ghoſt, firſt and laſt appro- 
veth, asa Learned Cr:rick upon Mat. 3.11. hath * 
noted, to wit Cauſabon. And he further faith, 


{ doybt not but contrary to our Churches inten- 
tion, 
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tion, this Error having once crept in, is maig« 
tzincd {til}; by the carnal caſe of fuch, as looking 
more at themſelves than at God, ſtretch the Li- 
berty 'of the Church fa this caſe deeper and fur- 
ther than either the Church her ſelf would, or.the 
ſolemneſs of this Sacrameat may well and ſafely 
zdmit. Ifſpeak this, ( ſaith ke ) as dehiring ſuch 
as it concerns, in their places, to look to their 
Duty in this behalt. Afterward he further ſaith, 
I confeſs my ſelf unconvinced by Demonſtration 
of Scripture, for Intants-ſprinkling. Thus you 
ſee here is a Cloud of Wirnefſes co prove that 
baptizing was, and ought to be, by dipping or 
plunging the whole Body under, Water. And I 
am perſwaded, there was not one of theſe bus 
underſtood the Erymology of the Greck word 
Baptizo, as well 2s Mr. Harrs/en; and yet they 
all agree, that Dipping is the right manner of 
baptizing. 

Bat Mr. #. is pleaſe. to tell ns, as tho' our 
Tranſlators had never rendred the Word to dip, 
or that ic ſignified dipping in all the New Telta- 
ment, pag. 29- | 

Anſw. 1 will prove, thit in divers places, where 
there was nothing of the iireſs of the Controverſy 
depending, they have ſo rendred it, as | have 
given a plain and full Account in my Epiſtle con- 
cerning Baptiſm, to which 1 refer you; as Kev, 
19. 13. Matt. 26. 23. {u8816. 2.4, j02n 13.26, 
it's tranſlated «pr, dippith, ap, dtrpcd, xs you 
will fee by rexding the places Cited, 

Now ſeeing he alto teijs ns, to /prixiye, is a 
certain known tenſe of the \Wory, and that It 
42nihes to baptize by {orinkitog, p<'e 29, 

i anſwer, in the words oi the learacd Mr, Go/- 
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vid; the Tranſlators themſelves never once in all 
rhe New TIcltament renderd it by ſprinkling :There 
1s another word for that, which they conſtantly 
trarilate to ſprinkle, ro wit, dCR Rantiey \. 

And the Tranſlators do 1in effgft render the 
word Baptizo as we do; for they tranilate it 
waſhing, Mark. 7. 4, 8- Luke 11. 38, and Heb, 9. 
10. waſhed, which all know cannot. be done 
by ſprinkling, but muſt be by dippipg or plur- 
ging, ſo mach of it as is waſhed, into-the Water : 
And where ic is ſpoken of Perſons, it can ſigyify 
no leſs than the-Wwhole body being dipt therei-. 
And that this was the PraQQice in the firſt times 
of the Goſpel, I wilF alledge two or three Teſti- 
monies, and ſo paſs on. 

On Matt. 3.6, were baptized 1 Jordan ; | The 
Aſemblies Annotations read it, dipping in Fordan : 
And Dioaate ſaith, they were plunged m water, In 
Ver. 16. And TFeſus when be was baptizgd,; &c. 
Cajctar ſaith, Chrifc was baptized, Bot by ſprink- 
ling, bet by dipping into the Water: And Lu- 
cas Brugenſis 2pon the ſame place faith, The Party 
baptized went into the Water, as deep as his 
Thighs or Navel, the reſt of his Body was dipt, 
not ſprinkled. 

Upon Acts 8. 38, 39. And he baptized him, &c. 
The Aſſemblies Annotations 1iaith, They were 
wont to dip the whole body : And Piſcator on the 
place ſaith, The ancient manner of Baptiſm was, 
that the whole Body was dipt Lito the Water. 

Mr. Mede, a great. Antiquary, in his Diatribe, 
on T :tvs 3. 5, laith, That there was no ſuch thing 
as ſpriokling uſed in Baptiſm, in the Apoſtles 
time, nor many Ages alter them. 

Cal-1in allo upon John 3. 22, 23, laith, From 
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this place you may gather, that Job» and Chriſt | 


the whole Body 


adminiſtred Baptiſm by plungh 
into the Water ; and confeſles, 
hath aſſumed this Liberty to her ſelf of ſprink- 
ling. 

[ might add many other Teſtimonies to prove 
this Truth, but 1 am tired with writing ; and 
theſe I have already alledged are more than ſuffi» 
cient, 

Now a man would think it were highly reaſon- 
able, that Mr. #. ſhould give” us ſome plaic Evi» 
dence for his Rantiſm, or Sprinkling, to be Bap- 
tiſm, when I have given my felf fo much Trouble 
to ſatisfy his Curiokry : Buthe puts us off with 
a ſham Pretence, without afy Scripture Teſtimo- 
ny, either from the Engliſh Tranllation, or from 
the Greek. | 

His Pretence is' this, That in x Cor. 10. 2. it 
ſignifies to baptize by ſprinkling ; for all the 
World knows a Clond doth but ſprinkle. 

Obſerve, I pray, how this Man deals with us : 
Doth the Text by him gaoted, ſay, They wete 
baptized by ſprinling ? Surely, No: There 1s ne 
one word of ſprinkling fo much as mentioned. 

In the next Page he abuſes his Reader more, 
for there he tells him, that the Word Baprizy 
doth lignify /prinkiing z but then his Heart failing 
htm in the Proof, he adds, or to baptiz: by 
iprinkling, 1 Cor. 10. 2. They were all (lIniants 
as well as grown Perſons) baptized by the 
Cloud., | 

I here are two great Abuſes he pits tpon his 
unWary Reader : 1, He falfifies the Lext ; for in- 
ſtead of being baptized unto o/c: in the Cloud, 
and ig the Sca, he feith, by the Clogd, Doth 
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he think the Apoſtle Paul, who was divinely 10- 
ipired, did not know how to uſe an apt word to 
expreſs his meaning by, but he muſt be behold- 
Ing to ſuch a one as he to mend it for him? Had 
Nic. H. the like Advantage againſt us, we might 
have expcCted to have been ſufficiently abuſed 
by his virulent Pen; but he ſhall ſee (by the 
_ of God ) that we have otherwiſe learned 
Chrilt, 

But 2dly, He tells us, They were all ( Infants 
as well a3 grown Perſons baptized. 

Who told him ſo? Hc is a bold Man, to ven- 
ture upon adding to the Word of God. Let us 
read the words, and then yqu will fee there 1s 
not the leaſt mention of Infants in the Text : 
But his Deſign was, to prove Infants the Sub- 
jeCt3, as well as ſprinkling the, manner of Baptiſm. 
1 Cor. 10. 1,2, 3, 4+ Moreover, Brethren, I would 
ot that ye ſhould be ignorant, how that all our Fathers 
mere nuder the Cloud, and all paſſed through the Sea ; 
and were all baptiz.ed unto Moſes in the Cloud, and 17: 
the Sea ; ana did all cat the ſame ſpiritual mcat, and 
did ll drink.the ſame ſpiritual drink ; for they drank. 
of that ſpiritual Rock, that followed them, and that 
Rock was Chrift : But with many of them God was 
not well pleaſed, for they were overthrown in the Wil- 
. derneſs. 

Now let us ſeeif we can (by Gods Aſliſtance ) 
find ont the Mind of the Spirit ig theſe words: 


i» The SubjeCts are deſcribed, to wit, the Fa- 
thers: Allour Fathers. 

2. They are ſaid to eat fpiritua} Meat, and 
drink ſpiritual Dripk, to drink of Ghirlt, the 
Rock of Apes, 

3. That 
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2. That from hence it will manifeſtly appear, | | 
That all the Perſons ſaid tobe Baptiſed unto fo- | |. | 
fes, &c. were true Beleiyers ; becauſe none cateat 
the Fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink his Blood, 
but ſuch that are uvpited to him by Faith 3 Job 
6. 32, 333 34, 35, 36. I ſhall only recite part of 
the words, you may read the reſt at your leiſure ; 
And Teſus ſaid unto them, [ am the bread of Life ; 
he that cometh to me ſhall never hunger, and he that be- 
lieveth on me ſhall never thirſt, &c. See alſo from Yer. 
47 to Ver.59. Sothat it appears from hence, That 
it was only the Believers in Chriſt, among that 
mixt multitude, that were the Perſons intended. | 

But 4ly. With many of them God was not wel | 
pleaſed, for they were overthrown in the Wilder- 
neſs : Now let us examine who thoſe were 
whoſe Carkaſfles fell inthe Wilderneſs : In Numb. 
14+ 22. Becauſe all 90/e Men which have ſeen my 
glory, and my Miracles whic I didin Egypt, ard in 
the Wilderneſs, and bave tempted me now theſe tin 
times, andhave not bearkzed 19 my voice, ſurely they 
ſhall not ſee the land, &c. V. 29. Tour Carkaſſes ſhall 
fall in this Wilderneſs, and all that were numbered of 
you, according 10 your v-bole number, from twenty years 
old and upward, &c. ſave Caleb the ſon of Jephunner, 
and Joſhna the ſon of Nun : Here you ſee who they 
were whole .Carkaſles fell in the Wilderneſs, 
who are called Fathers, viz. The men among 
them from Twenty years old and upward; they 
ſioned, ' they murmered, they tempted Chriit, 
&c. and their Carkaſles fell in the Wildernets : 
From whence the Apoſtle cautions theſe Saints at 
Corinth to be warned by their Example, Y. 12. 
Wherefore let him that thinketh he ſtands, take heed 
leaſt he fall. 
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But, faith Mr, Z. Infants as well as grown 
Perſons, 

I pray therefore ſee what is written from the 
mouth ol God, Nurs. 14.31, 32. 8 your little 
Gnts bich ye ſo:d | fould be a prey them will I bring in, 
ane ehey Saloon th: land which ye have dſp 'fed 
But » Jour Carkgſjes they ſhail fall mm this 
b ilder beſo 

Frory whence I infer, That if Baptiſm were 
here £4 ior an Ordinance adminiſtred by 40- 
fe, tire Subjects of it, as expreſſed by the Apoſtle, 
Were Fat...crsz and from that of Numbers, where 
We 7 _ what they were, They are called men, 
Au ar 19 be twenty years old and upward. $9 
To. you mey ive Mr. H. makes ſiratge work in 
his luterpretatiou of Scripture, for he turus Men 
into infancs, 

But 2p. If ir nuſt be ſo taken as an Ordinance, 

1, Boltevers in Chriſt are the only Subjetts of it : 
Fu they dronk of that Spiritual Rock that fol- 
owed them N 2nd trnat Rock was Chrift. 

But, itt Mr. ZZ. They were Baptiled by { _ 
Ling, ww gy were all Bapiifed by the Cloud ; 
and a 0ioud doth but iprinklc, or pour out water, 
not 1p, 

What te means by 2 Cloud dipping, I know 
nIt , but when he hati tallified the Text » By: put- 
Tl: 'S Ll 'Y, in the room of 4, he had a mind to 
accoumodate it to his ow: Fancy. 

Put y by Mr. EF. fancies that they were ſprink- 
icd by an Cloud, I cannot tell. except ir be that 
he prefers }:is own [maginations before the written 


Word. 1 would ask this Gentleman a few Qucſti- 
CIS : 
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1. How he Knows there was Water in this 
Cioud ? 

If he ſhall ſay, that all Clouds have Water in 
them, that | muſt Ceny : Beſides other Reaſons 
that might perhaps be aſtigued, | ſhall offer this 
in Evidence, That in the Epiltte of /vag, ver. 123, 
we read of Clouds withour Water, cnd how 
doth he know but this mitt be fuch a Cloud ? 

2ly. If this Cloand had Water in it, How will 
he be able to prove, that it dropped upon the 
Children of 1/rael,whiilt they were-peſling through 
the Sea ? For ! am ſure the Scripiure ſaith not one 
word of It, 

31y. It he will but confider the account that 1s 
piven of this Clond in IVamb. t4.14. ixod. 13: 
24. 22. whether he will nor find that this whica 
t5 callcd the Piliar oia Clond, was not the Token 
of Gad's Preience, 2s a Guide to them by days 
as the Pillar of Fire was by oight ? And whether 
this was not a miraculons marniteſtation of GoQ's 
Favour to them, and not a common natnraicloud 
ſee Exod. 14. 21, 29. Chap. 15. 3. P[ilm 106. 9. 
Now theie places aſſure us they went thro' the 
midſt of the Sea, as on dry Land, and the Wa- 
ters were a Walt unto them, on theright hand and 
on the left» Pray how had it been dry Land, it 
it kad faingd upon them all chs time they paiſed 
thro? ? Compare but this with Pſalm 103. 39. 
tHe ſpread a Cloud for 1 Covering, &c. 

4ly. Seeing the word in 1 Cor. io. 2, is £54776 
-y79, Whether 18 being here uled in the paſſive 
form, 1. may not properly be read thus, They 
were all qycrwhelined unto Av/cs in the Clond, 
and in the Sea, as they maſt needs be when the 
Cloud covered them, 2:d the Waters were a 
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Wall unto them, on the right hand and on the 
tefe : So rhat the main cachign of the Apnitle, 
2Mog other Mercies of God beſtowed upon that 
People, 1s to commemorate that greit and won- 
derful deliverance at the Fed Sea, and then to 
ſhew us-what an vngratetul People they wr: ©, 
thus to fin againſt him, and to caule him toi 
their fins to deſtroy them in the Wilderneſs. 
And if this be the Scope ot the place, ( as I believe 
it is ) that fo we might be warned by their fall, 
to avoid falling into Apoſtacy againſt Cod, as they 
did ; and bad onr tran{lators fo rendred the word, 
a5 it imports in our Engliſh Tongue, no Man 
would ever have dreaint of an Ordinance ol Bap: 
tiſm from this Text. | 

If notwithſtandiug all that 1 have ſaid upon 
the Text, Mr. HZ. will {tall infiſt upon it, that it 
was a Baptiſm, and that by {prinkling, I ſhali op- 
Poſe thereto the Dutch Tranflators, to ſhew him 
their Opioiou to the contrary,z who being Pre/- 
byiertans, their words may polhbly have the great- 
er {ice upon his Underſtanding « They read it 
thus, Ende alle in Moſcn gedonpe Zin, And they 
were all dipt uaco Aſcs - So:that you may ſee 
the Learned Men in Holland, of his own periwa- 
fion, do direftl;, contradict what he faith. 

[ wit] only offer one Conlideration amore, 721d 
to p2.s if, viz, That by the ſam? Argument that 
in the word «/! their Infauts were Included, their 
Cattle were included alio ; for they all paſied ur- 
ger the Cloud, and thro” the Seay as well 25s their 
Littls Ones; for ittis written Exod; 10.26. Orr 
C-ttle alſo ſiall go with us, there ſhall not a hoof 
be leſt behind : And altho? the Papiſts are for bap- 
Eizing of Bclls, 1 hope Mr, #.-will not be _ 

op 
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for baptizing of Cattle; even the Beaſts of the 
field ; But let him avoid. the conſequence if he 
can, in cale it be not-reftratned to the Fathers, 
as in the Text, 

The next thing Mr. H. infiſts upon, is, That 
there are three {oresof Baptiſm, that of Water, 
that of the Spirit, and that of Affictions;, to 
which | concede : And whereas he faith, it's ex- 
prefied by one Greek Word, | do allo agree ; but 
thar thoſe three ( as hefaith ) are but one Bap- 
tiſm, that 1 deny ; He is-the firſt that I ever knew 
affirm it. A 

Bat pray Sir conſider what you fay; Is Water 
the Spirit aud Fire? Is Aﬀiftioi the Spirit, or 
Water Aﬀfiition, or Fire Water? Vakeit which 
way yon wil, 1 believe you will had it attended 
with difficulties. Indeed Sir it's one of the molt in- 
tricate Metz phors thatyol have yet {ported your 
ſelf with in your whole Book ; ard 1i you ander- 
ſtand it go better than Ido, you might have for 
bore ro) acquaint the Warld with the conceited 
fineneis of the+thuught. 

But, Sir, i ſuppoſet may have the ſame liber- 
ty to give you my thoughts, as you had to impart 
yours, | 

The Text you have brongh: to prove that 
theſe three Baptiſms are but one, and exprelt 
by one word, is Epb. 4. 5. Ore 1.ord, oze Faith, 
610 Baptiſm : How hi proves thai thoſe three 
Baptiims are but ane B2piiim, 1 tee not. Sir, 
you are very. unhappy in one thing, to lay down 
Allzrtions, and.when you come to prove it, you 
urge luch Texts thit do nat conclude tie thing 
in Queſtion 3 bat altho' this doth not prove three 
tobe one, and fo afford us a new fort of Trinit y, 
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1 will not be ſo ungentile as not to give you my 
thoughts upon the Text, vetore I pats it. 

There is 2 threefold Baptiſm ipokcn of in the 
New Teſtament, viz. That of Water, that of 
Afﬀiiction, and that of the Spirit; and yet thc 
Apoſtle here ſpeaks after this m2uner, one Bap- 
riimy 33 there is one Lord, one God, &©c. Now 
my thoughts arc cheſe, That it is Water-bap- 
tiim only that is here intended. And my Rea- 
fon 1s this, becauſe, to ſpeak properiy, there 1s 
no vther real baptiſm ; tor the otter wa. are 
hgurative and m2taphorical. 

But b<hdes, The Apoſtle is there ſpeaking of 
thoſe Zelievers as incorporated into one body, 
and as having becn called into onc hope of thcir 
calling, having Chriſt for ' their one Lord, acd 
one Faith to unite them to this one Lord, and 
on2 Baptiſm to moke thein. viſt;!e Members of 
this one bady, the Charch, which Mr. H. owns 
to be an initiatinsz Ordinance 3 and Gad as their 
one common Father, to ſupply all their wants ; 
and that theſe Perſons that were members of this 
Church, were baptized withwater vpon believing, 
you may fee Als 19. begjaning.” And this leerus 
co me the moſt prohable ſenſe of thoſe words, 
One Baptiſm. 

Now that it is a real Baptiſm, is evideat : For 
as the word ſignifies to dipy.plapge, or over- 
whelm them in th: watef, - and as it ſignifies 
the Burial and Reſarreftion/of Chriſt, {o in re- 
ſpect of the thing done it's a real act ; for that 
every perſon, who is truly baptized, ( as | have 
ſhewed above ) is plunged into the water, and 
alſo raifed up again out of the water, the thing 


is really performed ; But that of Affliction is ny 
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metaphorical, alluding to this of water, as like- 
wiſe alſo that of rhe Spirit and of Fire. 

Bat perhaps Mr. H. may imagine that tobe 
the Baptiim of Atiliction which 1s not, and theres 
fore let us hear what he faith about it. AsTOo 
the Ba-tiſm of Afﬀiiftion, faith he, ſome offer 
more, {ome Jeſs; ſome tufter lighter croſſes, as 
Mocks, &c. ſome lofs of goods and liherty, athers 
Death ; when be heth ſaid this, he then delivers 
his Opinion about tt in thefs words : Now he 
that ſuffers lcaſt for Chri® in a Chriſtian man» 
ner, doth as truly partake of the Baptiſm of 
Afiictions as he that ſaffers moſt. Now inp- 

ole I deny this, (as8Imaſt) how doth he prove 
it ? why hc quotes no Text here, but in the 
forz?oing page, Mari lo. 39. Te ſhall indeed drink 
of the cup that I arirk of, "and with the baptiſm that 
] am baptized withall ſhalt vs be b:prtized, That 
this is the Bzptiſm of Affliction 1 own. 

We mult now eiquire what tis hath a prin- 
cipal reſpect unto, for there is ſomething, morc 
than common intended in theſ> words * In Lyke 
12. 59. onr Szvionr faith, / have a Baptiſm ro 
be baptiz.cd withall, and bow am F flraiined till it 
be accon;ptiſhed ? Now this can be no other than 
that De2tn and bitter Agony he was to nndergo 
for our fins, that he might bring vs to Glory : 
And by ts predition to bis Diſciples in 24ark, 
10. 39, be forefold their deaths alſo for his 
tak? = Now 29a Perfon that is baptized in wa- 
ter 15 overwhelmed therewith, cven fo that bitter 
Agony our Lord endurcd in theGarder, and upon 
the Croſs, when his Sol” was exceeding for- 
rowinl,even unto death, velore wicked men had fo 
proch as 121d their hands vpon him, it pleaſed the 
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Lord fo to bruiſe him, and put him to prief, 
that his ſwear was as it were drops, or clotters 
of blood falling down t2 the zround. And when 
he was upon the Crots, how did be cry out 
bY reaſon of that forrow that overwhelm'd his 
Soul, My God, my Got, why baſt thou forſaken me ! 
And what preat torture ſome of the bleſſed 
Martyrs have endured 15 not unknown. This 
therefore I tae to be meaning of thoſe words. 

{| will cloſe this in the words of a Learned 
Proteſtant Writer, F. G. I ſhall ( faith he) fay 
no more of this Baptiſm, but only leave this 
Note, That every ſuffering is not the B2priſm 
ol ſuffering, but only great and deep ſuiicrings 
anto blood and death. Herce the Arcients call 
ir the Baptiſm of Blood, in oppoſition to 3 
teſler degree or meaſure of infrering, being dip- 
ped and planged into afiftions :. So Wilſon's 
Dittionary. Ard [ill this carries the lignificati- 
on of the Word with ic. 

Some conceive this phraſe to bs borrowed from 
ſuch places in the Old Te eſ.ament as theſe, Pfal. 
00 Deep calleth nnto ceep at the noſe "of thy 
water [pouer, all thy waves and thy billows are gone 
over me : Plal. 69. t, 2. Save me, O God, for the 
Waters are COme 14 rnto my Soul ! 1 fank in d.ep mir, 
where there is no [tandino, 1 am come into deep wan 
rFers, where tne flood 1c flow me: Plal. 88. 7 
Thy wrath tyeth bard upon mc, and thou bi} afſliftc 4 
me with all thy waves, Selrh; Erckiel 26. 19. 
For thus {aith the Lord God, when I ſhall make 
thee a deſolate City, like the Cities that are not in- 
labiicd ; when 1 ſhall bring up the deep upon thee, 
and great waters ſhall cover thee. 

» In the next place Mr, H. proczegs to ſpeak 
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of the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, and of Fire, 
for which he cites ar, 3.11, Ferſpall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghoſt 9 with: fire. 

Now | perceive Mr. H. is z5 much miſtaken 
in the true Notion about this Baptiſm as he 
is in the other rwo; and indeed *tis common 
for one Error to follow another at the heels. 
What need therefore have Chriſtiaps in gene- 
ral, and more eſpecially thole that are Miniſters, 
who are Guides to others, to be very cautious 
of admitting any thing for truth, bur what they 
have goad Eothorizy for from the Word of _ 
The Lord pour out of his Spirit, to give vu 
more 1i2ht, and ro make us all lincere: 

[ find by his citing thete Texts in //z, 52. 
18. Eztk, 36.25. and Heb. 19. 22, that it is 
his Opinon, That Regeneration wrought in the 
Sou! by the. Split, 1s the Bapritm of the Holy 
Gholt and of Fire; For, ( ſaith be) ricgiving of 
the Spirit is expreliled 'by ſprinkling. 

Now for my pert, 1 am quite of another mind ; 
for as | do not believe chat any were baptized 
with that Baptiſm from the | gin ning of tie 
World to the coming of the Mufjah, fo pcs 
ther do l think that any have been | aptize qd with 
it, lince the miraculous Gifts oi the Spirit did 
ceale af[ter the f\ +- 6 itle 'S d: To & 

And to make it appcar, that it's more than 
only the ſanQifying Grace es of | the Split, 1 might 
recite the Opinions of Civers learned Men, | 
ſhall content my {cit with what is already pie 
pared tro my Hand oy a Learnea Pen, whole 
Words are theſe, i hat th $Phrafe hath a furtuer 
meani9gin it; fee #; Hos Diftiona ry : Ailo the 
Learacd Gam MM and Dr. Hammond on this place, 

us 
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viz. Mat. 3. 11. who both refer, and that rightly, 
this for the farther opening of it, unto Acts 2. 
24 4. There appeared unto them cloven Toes, like 
as of fire, and tt fat upon each of them, and they 


"were ail filled with the Fioly Spirit, and began to 


ſpea: with other Tongue:, as the Spirit gave them ut- 
rerance + S0thet this Baptiſm of Fire hath clearly 
reference nato, and was tulfilled in this extra- 
ordinary appearance of the Spirit like as of 
fire, That this was the Baptiſm of the Spirit 
promiſed, X1at. 3. and Zuke 3. appears further 
by At: 1.4,5. The Apoſtles being aſſembled tog'- 
ther, Chriſt commanded them that they ſhould nt 
Nepart from Herufalem, but wait for the promtſe 
of the Father, which ( ſaith he ) ye have heard of 
me : For Joln truly baptized with water, out ye (hail 
be bapttz.ed with the Holy Sfirit not many days 
hence : Which was accordingly fnlfilled, As 2. 
See allo Acts 11. 15, 16. the Caſe of Cornelins, as 
reported by Purrr ;, As I began to ſpeak, the Holy 
Spirit fell on them, as on us at the beginning : ( viz, 
in Atts 2. betorc-mentioned ) Then remembred 7 
the Word of the Lord, how that he jaid, John tn- 
deed baptized with water, bit ye ſhall be baptiz.cd 
with the Holy Spirtr, 

This Bapritm of che Holy Spirit and Firs, is fir{t 
called a pouring, our of the Spirit in the Olc, 
aS in 79! 2.29, 29. and the Baptiſm thereof ir 
the New Teſtament, Afts a. as borrowing its 
phraſe from the Baptiſm of Water, Mar. 3 
Ir, till carrying the fignification of the word 
with it ; both terms, oo wit, a pouring forth 
of the Spirir and Baptiſm, in oppoſition to a 
ſprinkling or dropping of the Spirit, in the or 
diary meatures thereof. 

More- 
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MPreover, The account we have of it Acts 
2. 2, proves It, And ſuddeply there came a ſound 
from Heaven as of « raſhing mighty nina, and it 
':illed all the houje where they were ſitting : And 
there appearcd ito them clouen topgues, iihe as of 
fire, andit ſat upon each of them, andiiey were all ful 
led with the Holy Ghoſt, &c. 

From whence | obſerve the” reſemblance + IT 
had to the Baptiſin of Water : For, 1. They 
were filled with it. 2. It ſat upon ezch of ther. 
3. The Houle was filled therewith : So that ic 
was not only about them, but it covered or over- 
whelm'd them. even as the water gGoth ic Bap- 
til, 4. A!] that were baptized with this Bap- 
tiſm had the Gift of Tongues. 5. Ir is to be 
oblerved, that the Spirit was not thus given be- 
tore: For they were all amazed at it, and jaid 
one 10 another, what meaneth this? Ver. 12. and 
this did .agree with that promitc of our Sevi- 
our, John 7. 37, &Cc. This ſpake be of the Spirte, 
winch hey that heltcue on him {ould wecrrve, for the 
Holy Ghoſt was not yet gwen, becauſe that Feſuts 
was not yet ploriſied, 

Froin hence | inter, It could not be the or- 
dinary Gifts of the Spirit, with the ſanQitying 


Graces thereof, for this the Ancitlc had before 
his death ; but ſuch, an eminent pouring Igrti, 
Which 1s cailed the Bzptiim of ihe Spirit, by 
which they received the Gift of 1ongucs and 
Prophelic ; by which they were enducd with 
power from on high, to execute their Makers 
Commiſion, Afzt, 23. 19, 2%, & Mark 16. 15: 
19 go into all the Worle, and preach the Gojpe 
£9 every Creature This they 1d not receive uwntl 


Lat wonderiul pouring of it out upon the day 


oy) 
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dercrs 


By this time I hope Mr. H. 1s fatished of his 
lgnorance abovt points of ſuch Importance 2x 
theſe are :; I with with all my Son! that he were 
rhat mcekuels of Spirit which he ought 
i!11ng to learn the truth as 


a Man 
lo be, 


I 1310 Jeſus; 
he heth took no 
__ told him, but to 


| 
alC 


rare To ſtrength of folid arguing : 


Ot 


s 
Pentecoit, At 


io as fo bc 
bat 1 very much doubt it, beraute 


3 
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it was a Gift reterved ti!] 
that time, ro put 2 Glory vpon the Meſfiiab, ir; 
the prelznice of thoie who had becn "Ms Mur- 


more notice of what Mr 
perſiſt in his Errors after 


Collins 


; detefLed fo maniteltly, both by Scrip- 


Ang Dal- 


cularly jn the, cafe of f 7obn's baptizing at eA:non, 


near 10 Salem, heca 


110 


And notwithſtanding 


ked for copt 


ere was much water, 
ue Was fo ſharply reby- 
radicting the Spirit of God, yet 


he rocs on with a confideace not befitting a 
ſincere Chriſtian, much lets one that takes upon 


tim t0 


tore (rc 
L17496S, 


' he | 
NOW tixkc Kio to t25K 


Cc 4 Gnide to orhers. 


| ſhall not cthere- 


:1ble the Reader with his fooiilh Repe- 
having, given a \nfhicient Avuiwer to all 
h:th laid, or can ſay about ir, but ſhall 


for his abuſive Lenguage 


acd ſcurrilons Refleclions npon thoſe who are 


[> LLCH 


glory in that which ſhould have 


rhan 


himiclt. 


And altho? he ſeems to 
en his ſhame, 


(and wii! be, if ever God pleafe to open the 
Eyes of his Underſtanding, ſo as to bring him 
to the knowledpe of the rroth Y) by putting of 
tt in the front, of his Book, yet I havecholen rhar 
laſt, as being to mg an unpleaſant and [tras,e 


\Work. 


CHAP, 
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CH & P.M. 


Being an Account of what is contained in his 
fi ir Chapter, pag. 11. concerning his Ca- 
lumnies again(t the Baptilts. 


Is firſt Chapter isa piece of ſhameful, ſcan-+ 

dalous Railery, not fit to be committed 
to the Prefs 3 but remembring the Saying of the 
wiſe Mai, Anſwer a fool according to bis folly, lejt 
he be wiſe in bis own. conceie, 1 have thought fit 
ro give ſome Anſwer, altho* I expett nothing 
but unſuitable returns trom Mr, #. ior my kind- 
neſs, but it may Caro” the bleſſing of God bg 
of ule to others. 

Anabaptiſm { laith he is but of yeiterday, 
and all the Antiquity it can lay claim to ts not 
rwo hundred years; the firit Anabaptilt in the 
World doing one Nichol; _—_ or Stwik, a 
German, and a blaſphemous Heretick, who about 
the Year 1521. or 1522. begall _ diigorge his 
mailice agalntt rhe baptizing of fatancs, and 
that dipping was the only way of baptizing. 

Now {uppoſe this ſhould not be true, how finely 
were the World fitted with tuch an Autiior f 
That 1: is not trae, I thus prove : 

x. That there were Perions in th? World of 
onr Pcerſwalton more than 1600 Years agoe, | 
have already proved: Fob, who Jipped our G4- 
vionr, and many others ; ; that this Holy Prophet 
Was a blaſpuemoys Her: tick, will 'be bard 

5 for 
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for him to prove. Chriſt himſelf commanded 
Believers to be oaptized, and his Apoſtlcs pra- 
(tifed it 1n Obedience thereunto: I hope theſe 
were not alſo blalphemous Hereticks. 

2. | can prove, and that by an linperial Edi 
that was ilued forth againſt them by that name, 
That in the vime 0-7 keodofans and Honorizs,, Anno 
413. they were in that called Anabaptiſts, in- 
tending thereby ſuch who maintained the ſam: 
Opinions with the Baptiſts in this Age, and 
this 15 above 1200 years :goe. See the Bloody 
7 heater, &Cc. 

The ſame Author gives an account of divers of 
them, that in every Age have been in the ſame pra- 
te{ſion of Baptiim as we are, ard who have ſuf- 
fered for that cauſe in every Century, from the 
time of Chriſt, until now. 

That you may have a ſmall Talt of their cruel 
uſage, I wiil give you the words of one Edit 
againſt them in the Reign of the Emperonr Charles 
the fifth, Ano 1535-* That ali thoſe who bad been 
* baptized in their Infancy, if they ſhould afrer- 
* wards be baptized again upon their protcllion 
&« of Repentance and Faith, that you puniſh them 
« with cruc! deaths, &c. I hbope this is cnovgh 
to ſtop this clamour againſ us. 

Bat if I were minded to give him Lex ralions, 
I might tel] hin! that Presbytery hath no more 
ancient date than about the time he mentions, 
for I take Calvin to be the firſt Founder of their 
Set. He ought therefore to blot out Stock, , 
(if there ever was ſuch a Man ) and put in Cl- 
wn, that bloody Perfecutor, who burnt Scrve- 
t« alive, mezrly for ſome difference in Opinion 
220ut 1inatters of Religion ; and ye, this is the 
Man you revercnce ang adore. But 
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But he heth not Cone with bim yet ; for, faith 
he, in the Carkaſs of this unclean Beaſt was bred a 
molticade of ſtinging Inſects, ſuch as Aſuncer, Mat- 
thias, Kniperdoling , Jobn of Leyden, Michacl Ser- 
wetus, Fohn Hut, Dauid George, Sociuus, &c, | 
may very fairly deny ſome of theſe Men to be 
admitted; for (among others) I never yet 
knew Socinas to be reckoned an Anabaptiſt, ( as 
he calls them. ) 


Now becauſe Fobr of Leyden is the man that 
at, every tura our Enemies take occaſlton to up- 
braid us with, 1 ſhall take this occation to give 
you the true Hiſtory of that Action, 3s I licd it 
recorded in that tamous Hiſtory, wrii:ten by 
Tueman Fan Van Braphbt, Printed at Amſterdam, 
Anno 1635, Entitled, The Bioody Theatre, or 
The Martyrs iAwrour of the Bapti/'s Ferſwaſiony 
&c. Wherein is coniainicd an Hiſtorical De- 
icription ( colieft:d out of divers Authentick 
Chronicles, Memoirs and Teſtimonies ) of choſe 
Holy Martyrs of the Baptiſts Per{waſiov, that 
nave ſuffered for the Cauſe of Bapiiſom in par- 
ticular, or for the Teſlimony of Chrilt in gene- 
rel, in every Century, from the time of Chriſt 
until now: As alfo, concerning Holy Zaptiim 
It ſeif ; with an account of thoſe thar have bee 
found in the Faith and Practice thereot, from 
tie beginning of the Gotpel vato this Age. So 
that here is a conſtant Succeilion of thoſe of our 
Perſwafion proved from Auwthentick Teftimo- 
nic*, which go other Proteſtants c:n produce 
for themſelves, aud the praftice of their Church- 
es, whereia they difier frem us. And icr Pret- 
bytery, themiclyz3 know it is bat of yeferdays 
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Calvin heing the firſt Founder of it, who lived 
but in the Iaſt Century. 

He reports the matrer thus, That thoſe Ce- 
ſtrative and wicked 'prattices that were aRed 
at M/nnſter, about the Year 1534. Cannot ( ac- 
cording to truth ) be charged upon the Baptills, 
becauſe they themſelves were innocent, and thro? 
tear did fly from thote ravenovs birds of Prey, 
leaving their Goods benind them, and hid them- 
izlves in Rocks and Hollow Trecs, and were 
neceſſitated to keep themſelves conceal'd in 
Holes and private Places during that time : 
3i!, it ranſt be charged upon the Score of ſome 
Lutheran Miniſters, Oc. 

The truth thcreiore of the matter, as we find 
it in the Wrictngs of divers credible Authors, 
ſtands thus : 

Anno 1532. One Bernard Rotmen, a Lutheran 
Preacher at Mmſter,in the Chnrch of St. Manrice, 
b<.;zan to preach againſt the Popiſh Doctrines ; 
which the Papiſts being informed of, they pre- 
vztled with lim for a Summ of Money to de- 
Part, 

But having rep2nted himſelf thereof, after 
ſome Months he returned zgain, and having g:- 
ven Notice before-hand to divers principal 1n- 
habitants of the Ciry oi Munſter, he hid a Pulpit 
er<Red for him in the Portal of tae Church, and 
fought alſo to have the Chnrch opened tor the 
greater promoting cf his DoCtrine ; and withal 
told them, if it were not granted, he won!d 
procure it to be done by torce, Cc 

Now John of Leyden had no hand at al! in 
zny of theſe Diſturbances, neither as the Be- 
ginner nor Promoter thereof ; for as yet he had 
not been at 41wſter. But 
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Bat upon the 14th. of F:bruary, 1533+ whic!! 
was the year following) Joh» of Leyden Came 
thither, a ſtrange, ſt1hſh and opiniovative Man ; 
who altho? he might ſtand up for Believers BaÞ- 
tiſm, this we are ſure of, he 4ciffer'd in almoſt 
all other points with thoſe of the Baptiit Per- 
iwation : And aſter ſeveral Diſpntations he telus 
us, that among other things Bernard R0:mar 
taught 7obn of Leyden this Opinion, That IT 15 


7 qo ſor Men cot only to defend, but alto 


propagate - their Religion by Force and 
Arms. la the end, the fore-named Perſons with 
other Lutherans, ( ſome of whic1 agreed watn 
Join of Leyden in the point of Baptiſm ) piot- 
ted together to make a full Reformation in Ke- 
ligion by forte, and to make their beginniig 
In /Aunſter. 

And when he hath told us of their oppolition 
they made againſt the Biſhop of Atunſter, and the 
Papiſts with him, and how they were ſubdird 
by the Jdunſterians, he concludes thus ; 

This is indeed that Tragedy which was a.:cd 
et AMunſjer, which was not contrived and ma- 
naged by thoſe called Anabaptiſts ; but the firſt 
riic of it muſt be charged upon the Lutheran 
and iu particular Bernard KRotman ard | 
Allies. 

But had the Lutherans incceeded in their de- 
igned Reformation, they would not bave becr, 
aſhamed thereof, but would have much plor ied 
In the Action, and 1vot have given the Honour 
of it to the Anabvaptiſts; whereupon was for- 
merly made this following, Verle in Dutch, which 

nave rendred iato Eng ſh. 
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If that @a Reformation had 

 Suecreded by this Fatt, © 

No Anabaptiſt ſhould bave bad 
The Honour of this At. 

But T,mther, or fome other Man, 
Wym Rotman had adord, 

Aluft then have been advanc'd on high, 
Ana crowned as a Lord. 


The like Account may be ſeen in a Treatiſe, 
Eatitculed, The profunaity of Innocence ; Printed at 
Haerie;n, Anno 1631, Alfo in the annexed Hiſto- 
ry of the- Martyrs, before the Introduction, 
with the divers Attreſtations of Bernard Rotman, 
Godfrey Stralenfis, Rallizs, and others, the De- 
fenders of Lutheraniſm at Aunfter ; which being 
found written under their own hands, pre- 
ſertly after this Action, were printed and pub- 
liſhed, Cc. 

{ could ſay more about it, but this may ſuſlice, 
toconvince Mr. F. how ſhamefully he hath abuicd 
us jn this matter ; and therefore I miay ſpare 
my pains to return an{wers to all his particu- 
lar abuiive Refletions. 

Having done with the Story of Fon of Zey- 
der, F come now to conſider what he faith of 
the reſt of ther, whoſe Hames he hath afhxt; 
They (faith he) fancying themſelves inſpired 
irom above, moit confidently uttered their He- 
zetical blaſphemt”-; which were, 

1. That no [nfant ovght te be baptized. 

2, None were rightly baprized but ſuch as 
Were dipped. 

£h:ſe two plain and undeniable Truths this 

Man 
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Man hath the confidence to call Heretical Blaſ- 
phemies: You may gueſs by this, what a lati- 
Lade he 2!lows himſelf in the exercile of Billing [- 
#ate Rhetorick. 

Pray Sir conſider ; Suppoſe theſe two were 
Errors, yet. they could not be Here'ies, nor Blaſ- 
phemies: For if they are ſo, you have declared 
your ſelf for Cominnaion with Hereticks and 
Blaſphemers : For in Part 2, page 50. ſpeaking 
of the particular Baptiſts, you ſay, you can bear 
with them, ( in theſe two points ) and give them 
the right hand of Fellowſhip, as Brethren, if 
they have no other Errors: Tet them but be 
like-minded to me, and the Peace and Quiet 
of the Church wil] never be interrupted by ei- 
ther of us. Now the Apoſtle faith, Trens 3. 
10, 11. Him that ts an Heretich, afer the firſt 
and ſecond admomton, rejett : For be that 5: ſuch, 
3s ſubverted, and ſinneth, being condemned in bim- 
ſelf : And of Hymeneus and Alexander, ( he ſaith ) 
whom 1 have delivered unto Satin, that they may 
learn not to blaſpheme, 1 Tim. 1.20. Bur if Mr. 
H. be contrary to himſclt, it's no wonder to 
find him fo to the blefſed Apoſtle. 

3/y. Mr. HZ. faith, That Magiſtrates were rot 
to be ſaifered in the Church; No Chriſtian 
ought be a Magiſtrate. | 

Anſjw. 1 know not what he means by Magt- 
ſtrates in the Charch, nor himſelf neither ; thece 
is no {ach thing in Rerum Natura: But inppoſe 
ſome Chriſtians have (crupled the. lawfulneſs 
thereof, and were willing ro deny thetaſelves 
therein, is this Herefic and Blaſphemy ? 

4ly. That ic was Unlawfal to take an Oath. 

Anſw. Suppoſe it were ſo, that ſome of them ! : 

F 4 did ; , 
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4id ſcruple it, he doth not ſhew his Loyalty 
to Ring Willam, by charg1ng it as a blaſphemous 
4:r-he ; for by ACt of Pariiament it's made law- 

" the Ptzople called Onakers, to give their 

141197Y Without an Oath: 
5. That there ought to be no diticrence be- 
Lvec=11 the Clergy aud Laity; that every one 
that 6aih Gifts might preach, and adminiſter the 
SDAcraments. 

ſw. | fancy this Gentleman doth not know 
whence the word Clergy Is Cerived ; if he doth, 
he hath fiewed his protound ignorance 1n this 
Ail:rion : 1ſhall therefore inform him in what 
{ſence it's ufed in the New Teſtament, 1 Per. 
5. 3. 7% wary iS rendred by our Tranſlators Bc- 
ritaze : and that we may underitand the triie 
iG6tcyt and racaning, of the Apolile therein, read 
but the 1, 2, and 3, ver/ſestogether, and you will 
Had tliat he is ſpeaking to the Elders or Mi- 
niſters, and that he's tpeaking of the Flock of 
God, over which he had made them Oyerleers ; 
and that he applies the word an-s, Clergy, or 
Heritage, to the People diilinet irom their Mi- 
niters. 

As to the ſecond, That every one that hath 
Gifts may preach ; I aniwer, If he means every 
one that hath received Gifts from God, to {it 
bim for that work, ii!s certainly true: And if 
he or any other take upen them to preach 
without a Gift from God tc qualifie them for 
that work, they certainly run before they are 
ſent ; For all Humane Authority, without Di- 
vine Ahility, can never qualife any for that 
Undertaking. But is this a blaiphemous He- 
relic ? 
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6ly. That there is no Original Sin. 

Anſw, If ther: bs any fin in the World, it 
muſt have a b«givving : If there be a ſecond, 
there muil be a frit. Either he knows not what 
he talks of, or clie lafhrm there were no ſuch 
Men in the World, neither of our perſwalion 
or ny other. 

. That Man hath Free-Will, 

Toaka This Polition was never denyed by any 
Mortal, either ticathen, Jew or Chriſtian, thar 
I know of: All Men agree, that Wicked Mens 
Wills are free to do evil, and the VWills of thoſe 
who are regenerated and ſanftifhed by the Holy 
Spirit, are. free to do good : To will 1; preſent 
with me, Rom. 7. 15. 

8ly. -Thar the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
are not three diſtinct Perſons, and in Natare 
and Eflence one God : They matte every Saint 
equal with Chriſt : That Chrilt i; not God, 

Anſw. | belizve this to be-a talle Accuſation, 
and ſhall return 1t to the Father of Lyes, trom 
whence !t came. 

gly. They denycd that the Souls of the Godly 
or Wicked went to Heaven or Hell *cill the 
day of Judgment. 

Anſ(w. It there were any ſuch, it ſhewed them 
to be Men of Weak Jadgment. but not to be 
blaſpbemous Heret ks. 

1oly, That the viljble Church conſiſts of thoſe 
which are perlect, and of them oaly. 

Anſw. He would have done well to have 
proved his Aﬀertion ; and "til! he doth, I mult 
return it upon him as a falle accuſation, pick'd 
ap from ſome of our Lytpg Advertaties. 


$ ily, That 
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1 ily. That Univerſities, Schools, and Humane 
Arts, ovght not to be. 

Anſw. As he hath worded it, 1 do not be. 
lieve it to he true : For: how they wonld have 
got a Livelyhood without being Tradeſmen, and 
exerciſed in Humane Arts, I know: not. And the 
former | believe to be as true as the latter, for 
"tis the abuſe of things, and not the uſe of 
them, that are to be complained of, 

i2ly. The Anabaptiſts, cailed Libers Frarre;, 
denyed the Scriptares to be the Word of God, 
and Singing of Pſalms. 

Anſw. This is certainly a falſe accuſation ; for 
our Brethren have in all Ages made that the 
ground of their Separation ſrom the falſe Church- 
es, that they did not walk according to the 
Will of God, preſcribed in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, bur ſet up the Inventions of Men in the 
room thereof, As for that of Singing of Pſalms, 
they never denyed the praftice of it, accord- 
ing tothe Word of God, but they did, and til] 
do deny the uſe of ſinging in Rhime, by a prc. 
ſtintes! limited form, of ail the people together, 
Saints and» Sinners, becauſe they tave no Avu- 
thority for it from the Word of God.. 

13ly. That a Man wzs not tyet ro one Wife, 
therefore their Fairy Ring, Fobn Becold, lad fif- 
teen togetier. 

Anſo. Let this po as a falſe Accuſation irom 
whence it came ; for by Fokn Becold, he ſaith 
in the next: pag2, was meant Fohn of Leyden, 
and I am as well aſſured as I can be of a 
thing of this nature, that it's utterly falle. 

14ly. That none were to be owned as Chri- 


ſtians, or Churches of Chriſt, but themlelves only. 
Anſw, 
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Anſw. if by Chriſtians he means nominally 
ſo, they alwa's vNowed all to be ſach that pro- 
felled rhe Chriftian Name; bur if he means real 
Chriſtizos, 1hcy never owucd any to be ſuch, 
but what were ſa truly in the Judgment of 
Charity : And it by Churches he means, true 
conſtiruied Churches, according to Chriſt's ap- 
Pginrroent, then they could not believe any to 
be ſo beſides themſelves, unlets they had at the 
ſame time believed themſelves not to be ſo, But 
notwithſtanding this, they have and do believe, 
that many pcricns arc in the Love and Favour of 
God, and in a State of Salvation, whilſt they hold 
the Head Chriſt Jeſus, altho* they difter from 
them in ſome ofthe external parts of Worſhip. 

55- That we rauſt become as little Children, 
in Childiſh AQions ; therefore they would play 
with Ratt!cs, ride on Hobby-horfes, and wallow 
in their own dunp, in imitation of Children. 

Anſw. Can any ſerious Chriftian believe ſuch 
anill rold Story as this? or can they think that 
Mr. H. believes himſelf ? Certainly bis Hearcrs 
maſt bloſh at {ch Folly as this in their Teacher, 
to utter ſuch Nonſenlical, unkeard of Untruths, 
unleſs they have wholly given vp their Reaſon to 
the conduct of a" blind Gvide, and pin their 
Faith (as the Romanijts do ) upon their Prieſts 
Sleeve. | hope the people of Porrers Pury have 
more wit, than to give credit to iuch fooliſh and 
improbable ſtories as theſe are, But to deal plain- 


ly with you, 1 believe Mr. #. had got a Rattle | 
in his Head, which hath made him fo trouble- - 


ſome among his Neighbours: And perhaps his 


playing with Rattles when he was young, hath - 
4indred him from aſcrious Application of him- * 
ſelf : 
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(21f to any thing but ratling and confuſed Noj- 
ſes ever fince, and from thence concludes others 
to be like himſelf. 

Bat, 2Aly. ( ſaith he) They rid on Hobby- 
Horſes: I knoGw not but he might ride on a 
Hobby-Horie fram his late Parochial Church to 
Porters-Pury, Waich might occaſton him to think of 
a Hobby-Horſe ever ſince. Bat to be ſerious, I 
rather take him by a figure in Rhetorick, to be 
a Hobby-Horſe himſeif, than a ſolid grave Chri- 
tian, (not to ſay a Miniſter ) thar be ſhould 
talk at this Hobby-Horſe rate ; if I may he al- 
lowed to uſe ſuch a figure in Ipeoking, accord- 
ing to his Example. 

But, 3dly. ( he faith) They Jid wallow in 
their owa Dang, in imitation of Childrea : ic 
would tempt a Man to think, that either his 
Mother or Nur? were but ordinary Houſe-wives, 
to ſaffer him fo to wallow in his own Excrements, 
that all the Water in their Conntrey cou!ld ne- 
yer waſh it off; but that ir ſhould penetrate 
thro' the pores of his Skin, and get ſuch cn- 
trance iato the ſecret receſſes of his Heart and 
Interior parts, and remain there ti!] he wrote theſe 
two Treatiſes againit the Baptiſts, and then vo- 
mit it forch againſt them 4n ſuch a violent and 
unprelidented manner, 2s to infect all the people 
that come near him with the ſtench thereof ; 
and then to charge his innocent Neighbours for 
having itinking breaths, when it's only the in- 
feftion of the ambient air, occaſioned by the 
breaking of his own Gall, and vomiting it forth 
againſt che Baptiſts. And for his Story, I muſt 
do by that as by the reſt of his Lycs and Slan- 
ders againſt us, return them upon himlelt and 
his Lying Authors, 15, That 
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16. That Zuticr, and the Proteſtant Miniſters, 
were worle than the Pope, CarnalPreachers, &c. 
with much more of the like kind. 

Anſw, He would have cone well to have told 
us where theſe People lived, in what Book 
and page we might have found it : Bat totake 
all he ſaith upon his own #p/e dit, 1s more cre- 
dit than I will give © aby Prieſt nopon Earth, 
without other Evidence. 1 will ſooner Lclieve 
a Gentleman that writes about Divinity, than 
a Parſon ; becauſe our Law hath provided, thar 
no Man ſhall be a Witneſs in a caule wherein 
himſelf hath cither profit or loſs ; apd I doubt 
Mr. Harriſors Sallary tempts nim to prevaricate 
at this egregious rate, either to gain or keep 
Profelites. . But I need not wonder at this, for 
we read of ſuch in the Scripture, of whom it's 
ſaid, Their God 1s their Belly, their Glory is in 
their ſhame, they mind earthly 1h;175: And we find 
by wotul Experience, too much of this verified 
io ſome of the Prieſts of our day, 

But, ( faith he) I wonld not have all theſe 
things charged upon our Fri Anabaptiſts, 

Anſw, We have no ct2uls to thank him for 
that, becauſe he knows that all their Neighbours 
among, whom they live could ealtly confure him. 
Bur it-te could do it, it's evident he would not 
ſpare us, after he hath povred out all the Ma. 
lice that Earth agd Hell could furniſh him with 
agaloit ns, 

He further tells us, T hat in the Space of a 
few years Germany was filled with Anabap- 
tilts. ; 

Anſw. | am ſure, if they were ſ:ch an Er- 
xoneous Wicked People as he preterds ther 
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to be, they muſt he ander the greatelt Enchant- 
nent that ever Mortals were, tor inch multi- 
tudes to follow them 2s he ſpeaks of : For none 
but ſuch who had firſt abandoned Scripture and 
Reaſon, with all the Notions that ſerious Chriiti- 
ans ever had about Religion, could ever fall 1g 
with ſuch Notorious and Nonſenſicai Practices 
as he taiks of. 

To conclude, ( {aith he ) What ſhall we ſay 
fo the Anabaptiſts, that dip and re-baptize them- 
jelves? The firſt Anabaprtiſt in Germany did fo, 
and one Smiun an Engliſk Man, that was a Iliem- 
ber of Mr, Ainfworth's Congregation did fo, be- 
canſe they had none to do it for thew, there 
being no Anabaptiſts before them. 

Anſwm, If his Story about FaCt be no trucr 
than his reaſon he pgives for it, 1 am ſure *tis 


; all falſe, and a meer ſlander : But let us coclider 


the matter diſti;i&ly. 
({. Who baptized Jobn the #aptiſf, who was the 


firſt Baptizer ? Did he baptize himtielt ? or was he 


baptized by another ? if he was not baptized at all, 
then ao unbaptized Perſon, did in the beginning 
ol this Ordinance baptize multitudes : If he was 
baptizec, it maſt be 6y himſelf, or {ome nnbap- 
trzcd Perion ; fo that if fuch a thing were done, 
ic WETEe Nat luch a grievous Crime as' he pre- 
tends. 

But to proceed, ! this he true, that there were 
none 1 England before Smith, what was theRea- 
fon that Mr. Harr:/on ſhould tells us a fiory fo 
contragictory fo this, in page the 34. of tus 2d. 
part, That two Ships laden with Anzbapriſts 
eicaped to England, where they have nefted ever 


K1ce, endeayouring to propagate Anabaptiſm. 
Now 
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Now obſerve, This ſtory is told by him as ated 
preſently upon the bulineis of 2funſter, &c. Now 
if this Man was in Hollard in Mr. Ainſworch*s 
time, 1 am fhre there was many Churches of 
Baptiſts ia that Countrey, and that they had 
been before they were a ſtate, as the Lords of 
Holland have teſtified in their Approbation of 
that famous Book, Entituled, The Bloody Thcater, 
and in their Lordſhips Letter therein to the 
Lords of Switzerland, &c, And it Smith lived 
ia England, then cert ainly ſome one of thoſe two 
Ship Loads of Anabeptiſts he talks of, or tleir 
Succellors, were in being ; ſo that he needed nor 
to have baptized bimlelt tor want of an Ad- 
miniſtrator : 1 muſt therefore return him this 
for an{wer, that fuch an improbable ſelt-con- 
tradicting Story 15 not to be credited. 

As to what je ſaith againſt che Honovrable 
Collonel Danvers, | do zitirm that neither Mr. 
Baxter, whole hand was not only againſt every 
Man that ſtood in his way, ( altho' never to 
worthy ) of whoin the Learned and Judiciovs 
Dr. Owen, { whoſe Books Mr. Baxter was not 
worthy to carry after him ) who had been Vice-- 
Chancellor of Oxford, and lived and dyed a Zea- 
loys and Honelt Indevendant, yet {his moſt Cour- 
teous and Civil Gentleman could not elcape the 
virolency of Mr. Zaxter's Pen, as you may cs 
in Vinatcie Antt-Baxteriana, lately publificd, with 
divers others whom he hath alſo abuſed : Bur, 
{ a$hath long been obſerved of that Man ) there 
Was in his writings no conliſtencs, bur ZBaxrc 
wrote again? Richard, and Kichard againlt Bax + 
ter, and therefore what be bath ſaid againſt Col. 
lonel Danvers, is not to be valued of 2 Roſh; 
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' my ſelf to anſwer a Man that will 
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for thoſe Teſtimonies he hath given, will ſt:nd 
good to the ſhame and reproach of all the Bax- 
terians in the World. But I will not trouble 
never be 
anſwered, but refer him to the Collonel's own 
anſwer to Mr. Baxter, at the end of his Hiſtory 
of Chriſtianity, where he hath fally confuted 
all Mr." Bax:cr's ridiculous and caufeleſs Cla- 


mour s. : 
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C HA-P. VII. 


Being an Anſwer to thoſe Errors which 
Mr. H. faith ws are putty of. 


0 —o— - 


Here arc fix things which Mr. Harri/or 
charges upon us, as condemaed Hereli:s and 
Errors ; which are as follows ; 

1+ The Anabaptiſts are very Erroncous 31 the 
Doctrine of Original Sin. 

2. That Chriſt dyed alike for al] Men, ard 
that all Perſons in the World are by the death 
of Chriſt put into a .capacity of Salvation. 

3- That God zffords all Men univerial agd 
ſufficient Grace, and conſequently a power of 
Free-Will, to be ſaved if they will. g 

4. That a Perſon truly yaſtified and ſanRti- 
fied, and fo a Branch in Chriſt, unitcd to him, 
may yet fall away and be eternally damaed. 

5- They Giſown all Miniſters, Chriſtzans, ang 
Churches of Chriſt, to be any Miniſters, Church» 
es, or Chriſtians at all, but only ſuch as are 
gathered in their way, that is, by Dip- 


ping. 
6. Their 
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6. Their employing many weak,ignorant Metig 
to preach, that have Pride and Confidence e- 
r018h to think themſelves fit to teach others, 
who have yet more nced to be taught themſelves 
the very firſt Principles of Religion, 

As to his firſt Charge, That we are very Er- 
roneons in the DoCtrine of Original Sin, ard that 
we plainiy deny Original Sin ; and for evidence 
quotes the Confeſſion of Faith publiſhed almoſt 
forty years ago, and reprinted 470 1691. and 
refers us to Ariicles the 2d. and 10th, I hall 
ſt down the whole Articles, that the Reader 
nay ſee we do own Original Sin, notwithitand- 
ing his Clamour to the coiitrary, 

Article 24. That Ged in the beginaing made 
Man upright, and put him 1ato a ſtate and 
condition of Glory, without the 1-2ſt mixture 
of miſery, from which he by tranſgreſlion fell, 
anÞ ſo came into a miſerable and mortal Eſtate, 
{i1hj-{ unto the firſt Death, Gen. 1.31. Eccle/, 
-,29. Gen. 2. t7. and 3. 17, I5, 19, 

Article 10th, That all Children dying in In- 
fancy, having not aftually tranigreſfied againſt 
the Law of Gal in their Perſons, are only fab- 
jet rs the firſt death, which comes npon them 
by the lin of the firſt Adam, and not that any 
one of them (dying 1n that eſtate ) ſhall ſuffer 
for Azam's. fin cternal paniſhment in Hell, 


C vihich is the ſecond death) for to ſuch be-" 


longs the Kingdom of Heaveh, 1 Cor. 15. 22. 
Mat.19. 14. Not, dariig to conciude with that 
uncharitable Opinion of others, who tho? they 
plead much for the bringing: of Children into 
the Vilivle Church here on Earth by Baptiſm, 
y2t nevertheleſs by their Doctrine, that Chriſt 
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dyed but for ſome, ſhut agreat part of them ont 
cf tne Kingdom of Heaven for ever, 
The greax Quarrcl he hath againl{? this, ts, 
becaule @c will not allow their ſcripturclets 
11d uiicharitable Notion, that Infants of a ſpan 
1g Are” yelling in Hel}, and that God madc 


= 
Poor lictie innocent Babes on purpoſe to damn 
or 


127 25 ome of the Calvini/s fhrm. 

Now the reaſon why we reject this Doctrize, 
is, becauſe it's no where ſo written in the Holy 
Scriptures: But we own Original Sin, as truly 
and tully a5 any Calvimniſt whatioever. 

Bat we mult bc tallly accuicd, only becauſe 
we rejcEt his blind and igncrant Notion about 
it, and wil not lerd little ftacking Babes to Hel! 
by whole-1alc, as he doth, The good Women 
that are his Hearers, car chooſe but be mightily 
comforted with this News, (from the Palpit and 
Preis ) ard Taink It worth all the Money tacy 
or: ilcir Husbands give him for preaching, to 
hear him tcil them, Beloved, 1! your Children 
dye in their latancy, unleſs they are eleRed, 
| can allure you they (hail go to Hell, and be 
2a01ihed there to ail Eteruity, for that they cou ir 
I'VE: help ; Go d hath ſo ordered it by his Sc- 
cret Decree, unkrown to me and all the World, 
$20 you chink God ever ſent him of this Mel- 
apc! Elpecially wher he tells you in his Book, 
he knows not who belongs to the EicCtion ©! 
FI 3TC&. 

Now Mr, 1, might bays been truly inform'd 
of t}:is matter}, if he had minded what Mr. Col- 


lin old Fm 1 pace 35, of his Book, in anſwer - 


to '\ir. /ace ard him, That one of the ſiri(t 
Arguvmeits of the Church oi Kome for Infant- 
Baptiim, 
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till thou Teton unto He grouns, For 
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Baptiſin, is, which (1 ſuppoſe } is Mr. Harriſon's 


allo, (ui he Enows What he 15 talking 6t 3 that 
it waſhes away Original Sin: We an, taith Mr. 
H. Collins, tell you of a whith way of waſting 
away- Original Sin, namely, by the imputation 
of Chriſt's Righteoujocſs to 1, lants dying In In- 
fancy. Addto this what Mr. C{ar;ave laich, in 
his Epiſtle to the ſame Book ; Aad here l woald 
inform 321] the Readers of Mr. Zſcrces Book, 
that whereas he charges Mr. Cs for main- 
talving, Infant-damaing DoCtiine, 1t 18 aitogethcy 
a miſt:ke; for Mr. Collins is rather inclined to 
think, That all dying Infants arc faved by the 
imparted Rigi:trontoets of Crit. 

Notwithitanding ail this, and much more that 
2th been laid | verore upon this Subject, he fill 
£0eS ON IN hits. conficent way ot Writing, and 
iaith, be will prove, That ali by Birth or Ne- 
Lure, are by the ig of 44m liable tothe Cone 
demnation of Hell} by plain Scripture. 

He is a bold man art afſeritog, but he common- 
ly fails in his Proof. Let us now cxaninc thuis 
SCriptures lie alleuges for probation of Li:s Con 
fident allertion, Cer. 2.17. /z the day thou eatej# 
thereof, thou ſhalt furzly dye: Now this was The 
threatnivug, but In Ger. 3-17, 19, 19, we Dave 
the Sentence denounced zyamfſt Auar, by Tod 
himſelf, which ferves to cxplain the forinee 
threatniogg to be only the firlt Death, vi 
i's Concen <aDLS ; Cu fed 's the growns for wy 


lake, in /v1row ſhilt thun cat of !t aff! the days 
of thy Liſe thorns alſo and Thi les (hail tt vring 
forth ro thee, and thu _ (at ri:e dere Of !1tg 
field > In the ſwear of thy 4 » fhalr thou £41 0144 : 
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ou taken, for duſt thou art, and unto diſt ſhalt thoa 
retiyn : Here you ſee, that what is called Death 
in th: threatning, 1s called returning to the 
Ground, and unto Duſt, tin the Sentence, bur 
not one word of poniſhment in Hell fo much 
as intimated therein. As for the other Texts 
e mentions, they are no proofs of what he brings 
them for, and therefore | ſhall paſs them, and 
proceed to his three Arguments. 

Aru. 1. If Children necd Regeneration and 
2 Second Birth, before they can goto Heaven, 
then they are liable to Eternal as well as Tem- 
poral Death: But Chiidren do need Regenera- 
Lion, therefore, &c. John 3. 3,5. Except a man 
be bors avain, &c. Now it's plain Nicodemzus 
nnderſtood our Saviour in this ſence, by his 


"in{wer ; viz. not of Children newly born, but 


of adult Perſons; for he faith, How can a ma: 
be born when te 1; old? Bot to antlwer directly 
To his Arzument, 1 deny his AZ7nor, and lay, 
they do not need Regereraiion and a ſecond 
Birth, in the Sence there intended, before they 
ca1 79 to Heaven; andit they did, they were 
in a bad Cate indeed, for they ars not capable 
eitncr of Repentance or Faith, both which 
ar? comprehended in thoſe words, Except 4 an 
be bor. again. Thus you fee, when he ſhould 
have brought a Text to have proved lufants 
muſt be born again, this only proves that a 
Perſon of grown years, 2 Man, mult be born 
agatn. 

Lec him Tot imagine that 1 ſeign an later- 
pretation of my own, for Mr. F:1rmn, a great 
pedo-baptilt, faith, They muſt be regenerate, 
they muit have Fatth, &c, They who are re- 
generated 
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[35], 
cenerated have Faith and Repentance ; all ſaved 
Infants are regenerated, therefore they have 
Faith and Repentance ; they muſt be born of 
Water and of rhe Spiric, according to John ,7 


'6. clic thcre Is no Heaven for them. s 


New that God docs cleantle dying Infants from 
all impurity, and firs them for Heaven, 1 readi- 
ly grarit: But this Regeneration they talk of 
irom this Texr, and apply to Infants, I poſt- 
LiVe ly ceny: And certain 1am, It he had read 
Lhoie Quoteiions vpon that Argument eiven by 
Mr. C!aridye, he might have been fenltible of this 
his Error tefore he had wrote this his 20. 
part. Whether Infagts have Feith or no, 1s a 
Queſtion ( ſaith Dr. Taylvr ) to be diſputed by 
Perſons that care not how much they ſay, and 
how little they prove; ( which 1s the very calc 
of Mr. Ezriſn) when he hath denyed them to 
have elther perſonal and attual, or habitual 
Faith 3 he concludes thus, his firange Inven= 
Lion 1s ablolurely withour Art, without Scrip- 
ture, Reafon or Authorlty ; but the men are 
to be excuſcd?, unleſs there were a better, And 
again, we Cehre (faith he) no mc e advantage 
in the World, ( againlt ſuch Ng Lian that 
they are conſtrained ro anſwer without Reve- 
Iation, againſt Reaſon, Cot ls ard all 
the Expericrcc in the World: Dr. L{aylers 
Liverry of Prophecy, page 240, 2.42. 

Mr.. Hs 24d. Argine. 'C C015, if infants are nor 
able to tie damaation of Hell for Adarn s lin, 
chen they may be ſaved without Chriſt, by 
vertue of the Covenant of Works; Bvt, Ce. 
This 1Sa (tfrange Aﬀeriton ; What, can lafants be 


Lfaved by W hs, that are wholly uncapable to. 
\ Gr 3 perform | 


+ AS: iS = ave. * ea 4 - —— 
_ ———— — = P— 


= 


— 7 


{86 ] 

Perform any ? this is meer trifling. But 1 hall 
eny the Conſequence of his Major: For, it 
Intants by virtue of Adams lin mult return to the 
Gaſt, and cannot raile themſclves to life again, but 
mn have remained in that ſtate for ever, un- 
ieſs Chriit had come 1a the fleſh, eyed and roic 
e8g2!n, and by vercue of his Reſurrection railed 
tli-m again by Bis mighty Power, then it had 
Ix: in pe }flible for them to have been ſaved : 

| L it's a INon-ſrquitor ; for altho? they are not 
condgemued 19 ecerial Puniſhment 1n Hell, yet 
theirs 15 2 necellity. for them to bs ſaved by 
-, if ever thcy get to Heaven. Bur beſides 
tt "ut _ 12 nced of Chrilt ro purihe treir 
Maiurts from Ortizinal Corrupticn, as 1 have 


it, 34. Arpr, Is this, SUcCh as are by Nature 
Childarci of Wrath, are liabie to the Condem- 
10:3 OL Lie 5 but all arc io, Lhnerelore Infants; 


Es 
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Anſw. ln wits he hath dealt very unfairly, ard 
ne.ther Ke 2 Gentleman, nor a Scholar, tor his 
Arguinent Is cot in due form. 
For, 1. Infants are go where expreiicd but 
in tc CGonciulion, 
2, ile hath port the word «allinto the Zinor, 
tho lic hath por told us what all he means: 
12 the major it?s only ſuch as are, Cc. 
| inpole lie would have framed a QCategort- 
c-| S\iIOs rim, 1f he had known how, and then 
2! ſhould have run thus, 
All iach as are by Naturg Children of Wrati 
are liable to the Concempation ol Hell. 
Ai Intznts arc by Nature Children of Wrath, 
Eroo, All Iufants are liable to the Condemna- 
| ci0n 
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tion of Hell; which is the thing I ſuppoſe he 
meant : And then I deny his mm Propolition, 
and let him prove 1t if he can. 

As for his Text he brings for probation there. 
of, I deny that Infants are either expreſſed or 
intended therein: For the deſign of the Apoſtle 
in that place, is to ict before them what a mi- 
ſerable condition they had been in before Con- 
verſion, by their own perſonal tranſgreſſions, 
viz, Dead in treſpaſſes and ſms, who in times paſt 
walked according to the courſe of this world, accord= 
117 to the prince of the power of the Alr, the Spt- 
rit that now worketh in the Callaren of Diſobea.ence : 
Among whom alſo we all kad our Converſation in 
times paſt, in the luſts of oar fleſh, frlfilins the deſires 
of the fleſh, and of the mind, and were by nature, 
( 3. e. by the corrapt and fleſhly Inclinations that 
were within us) Cimdren of wraty even as others : 
Meaning thereby other Genres, who were [till 
11 an voregenerate Eſtate, wailowing 1a their 
Iniquiries. 


So that as Infants are not here expreſt, net- | 


ther can they be intended, 2s betag tree from 
ail perſonal tranizreſiions, and nof capable to 
tranſact thoſe Evils there fpoken of. 

I ſhill now offer ſome Reaſons, why | do not 
believe that any iufaats dying in their Infancy 
ſhall be tormented for ever 1n tieli-hre. 

l, Becaule there is no ſuch thing expreſt e1- 
ther in the Threatning or Sentence, Ger. 2.17. 
Gen. 3.17, 18, 19. as | have alrcady ſhewed, > 

2. Becaule God himſelf hath diiclaimed fuck 
an Opinion as Erroneous, and declared the con- 
trary, Ezck, 18. 2, 3, 4, 20. 

1, Hear what the firſt Founder of your Sect, 
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Irom whence you have your denomination, viz. 
John Calvin ſaith upon this SubjeCt, ſpeaking of 
ail others beſides the Elect ; ſo many Nations 
of Men, together with rheir Infants, were in- 
volved without remedy in eternal paniſhment, 
by the tall of Adam, for no imaginable rea- 
fon, but that ſo it ſeemed good in the fight of 
God; Caluir's Inſtir. 1, 3. cap. 23. SeCt.7. 

2. Hear what God faich in the iore-men- 
Lioned place, The foul that ſnineth ſhall dye ;, the 
Sou juail not bear the iniquity of the Father ; 
$Þ:'5 muſt intend ctcrnal puniſhment, for as 
to temporal puniſhment Children do ofter 
ſuffer for their Fathers faults, and we all ſufter 
for the fault of Adin, both temporal Miſerics 


.and Death it ſelf. But whereas theſe People 


of /jrazl had fuch a blind Notion as that 
of Mr. H. Thut the Fathers had eaten fowre 
rapes, and the Childrens Teeth were ſet on cage ; 
God tells them, As 7 live, ſaicrh the Lord God, ye 
ſhall not have occaſion any more to nſje tis Proverb 
in Iſrael, for the Son ſhall not »bear the Fathers 
miquity ;, the ſoul that ſinneth, it ſhall dye. 

3. Becauſe the Lord ( who beſt knew) bath 
Ceclared, that Infants belong to the Kingdom 
of Heaven, at. 19. 14. 

4. I will add to theſe the Opinion of the 
Learned Poole, that he would rather believe that 
2ll Infants dying in their Infancy were elctted, 
than conclude that any of them were damncd 
and his reaſon was, becaule as no man knew the 
contrary, to they ought not to athrm what they 
Kid not know. But I ſtppoſe Mr. Poole muſt be 
a blaſphemous Heretick in Mr. H's Opinion, 
25 well as the poor Anabaptiſts: But it's our 

mercy, 
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mercy he is not to be our Judge in the Great - 
Day. 

The 24. _— or Error, this man of might 
charges us with, 

2. That Cl il j yed alike for all men, and that 
all Perſons in the World, &c. 

This doth necellarily "divide i it (elf into two 
General Parts: 

1. That Chriſt dved alike for all men. 

2. That all Perſons in the World are by 
the Death of Chriſt put into a Capacity of Sal- 
Vation. * 

I ſhall anſwer to both of them diſtinAly, 

1. That Chriſt dycd for all men: I do (with 
the Pen-men of the Holy Scripture) affirm 
and that it's a great and fandamental Truth, 
this appears from theſe tollowing politive al. 
ſertions, | Tim, 2.0. £2 gate vimpelf a rar{om for 
all - 2 Cor. $. 14, 1%. He ns for all : Neb. 2. 9. 
He tajtcd death for every man; 1 Tim. 4. 10. IV /ho 
is the Saviour of all wen : 1 John2.2. He ts a props. 
tration for our fins, « and not for ours 0 ty, but alſo | = 
the fins 0/ "the nile world : So that to de Ny this, 
is to deny the very expreſs words of Scripture. 
And therefore Mr. Harri: 7 OC 1g aw: re of this, 
hath owned it to be true in ſome ſence ; bot not 
content with this, ne puts in the word ( alike, ) 
thinking to pnzzie us with that, and lays down 
ſome nents to prove he Cid not dye for 
all ( alike, ) and thinks WC are 0. 2liged to prove 
it, ; 

L anſwer, ICs an Unſcriptural term, a man of 
Straw of his own ſetting up; for in all our Con- 
{ciſions of Faich that 1 remember to have bce 
pabl:ſhed, there is not the word ( zlike ) fo _ | 

lound , 
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forrd in any of them. As ſor that laſt he re- 
fers to, printed 769i. the words are theſe, A4r- 
ticle 3. That Chriſt, freely gave himfelf a ran- 
ſom for ail, taſting death for every man, a pro- 
pitiaticn for our ſins - and not for ours only, but 
alſo for ths tins of the whole Wor!d. So that 
the word (alikc) isnot by them laferted : And 
ic being a term of Art of his own Coyning, I 
return 1icto the mint from wheace it came. 

The Queſtion therefore betwixt us is this, not 
whether Cirilt dyed for all men,for that he owns, 

at, whether ail perſons in the Wo 3d ar? by 
the de- th of Chriſt put into a capacity of Sal- 
vation ? Lis he denyess and we :ffirm. 

Articie 4. Of the aforeſaid Confeſſion of the 
Baptiits, they have theſe expreſs words, No man 
ſhall erernally ſyffer in Hell, ( that is, the 
ſecond. deatn) for want of Chriſt that dyed for 
them, bur as the Scripture ſaith, for denying the 
Lord that bougat them, 2 Pet. 2.1. or becanlw 
they believe not in bg Name of the only begotten 
Son of God, 18. Unbclief therefore being 
the cauſe why Lhd "oſt and righteous Gad will 
condemn the C1! Arern of Men, It follows againſt 
all contradiction, that all men at one time or 
other are par "Buy | Tack a Capacity, as that 
( throu2h the Grace of God }) they may be eter- 
nally ſaved. 

1. The Scriptures of Truth do affirm this, 
in as plain words as a matter of this kind can well 
be cxpreſt, Joon 3. 14, 15, 16. 17, here 1s ſet 
down the detign oi God 1a the Gift of Chriſt for 
the World : 1. Nepatively, that they ſhould 
not periſh, tharc God ſent not his Son to con- 
dema the Warld. 2. Afhrmatively; T rang who- 
oever 


OOO > ——_—_—_— 


[91 ] 

ſoever believeth in him, ſhould have eternal life, 
and everlaiting lite, and that the World through 
him might be faved : And in 1 17.2. 4. ſpeak- 
ing of God oar Saviour, hb< ſoith, who will have 
ql men to be ſaved ; ) and in ver, 6. how God 
hath demonſtrated this £90d will of his to all 
men, by aſſerting thar Chriſt gave himſelf a 

rznſom for al! ; and bs che ſame Epiſtle, Chap. 
4+ 10. who 1s the Saviour ot all men. Now this 
muſt be underſtood of bis putting men into a Ca- 
Par Ity. of Salvation by t Lie death of his SON, 4$S 
having afforded 71 mcn thereby a Sufficiency of 
NC30S LO obtain it, otherwile it, 1s not true ; for 
i.'s manifeſt, that eventizlly all men arc rot ſaved, 
which ( by the w 1y ) proves that God did nor 
abſolutely, but conditionally will cherr Salvation, 
by putting them ito a” capacky ts cbtain It 
through Chriſt, 

1 know that all this fiir hour, and oppoli- 
'cton againſt the Deaii of Chriit being ſufficient 
for all and every mr, 1s fov; ded upon that 
falſe Notion which toine have of late !icked up 
from the Stoicks Doctrine of Fatc, That God 
bath {6 determined the Actions of ali men, by 
an abſoInte Decrce, that there can vothing come 
to pals in the world without 1t ; and that he hath 
made the greztelt number of Men -on purpoie 
todamn them z and that their fins forcicen were 
not the cauſe of is Decree, but his Decree the 
cauſe b9th of their Sin and Punithn tent: And that 
God cid not intend any ol theſe ſhould enjoy 
any ſaving benefit by the death of his 'Fon 3 ard 
from thence it is they have formed this fancy 
in their own imaginations, Chrift rim mortuum pro 
{olis elett;s, that Chriſt dyed only tor the Elet. 

Now 
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Now this Opinion of theirs hath been Ana- 
themized abave 1200 years ago, 2s T find it re. 
corded by a very Learned Author, tn theſe words- 
Synodas Arel atenſis habita circa annum 490. Ana- 
thema illt aut dixerir quod Christas non pro _ 
mortuns ſit, nec omnes homines ſalvos eſſe veli 

Beſides, i fuppoſe Mr. 77zrrijor hath qualifi- 
ed himſelf by Law tor a Presbyterian Teacher, 
21d then he hath ſubſcribed to the 39 Articles 
of the Church of Enzlana © The 31/7. Article there- 
of is, The offering of Chrilt once made is a 
perfect Rede :mption, Pcopitia tion and Satisfacti- 
on, for ail the ftns of the whole World, -boti ori- 
£inal and actual. 

And agreeable to this, Biſhop Uſher ſaith, We 
may ſafely conclude, that the Lamb of God of- 
fering himſelf a Sacrifice for the ſins of the whole 
World, wtended by giving ſufficient ſatisfacti- 
0 to God's Juſtice, to make the Nature of man 
which he a{ſumed a fit Objedt for mercy, and 
ro prepare a Medicine for the ſins of the whole 
World, which ſhould be denyed to none that 
intended ts take the benefit of it. And he alſo 
aſligns the reaſon, why all are not ſaved, notwith- 
ſtanding this purchaſe, in theſe Words ; z Bar all 
do not obtain actual remiſſion, becauſe moſt of- 
fenders do not take out and plead their pardon 
as they anght to do. Why doth not Mr. 7. 
quarrel with, and rail at the Church of England, 
and her DoCtors and Biſhops, have not they 
given him as much cauſe as the Baptiſts ? Bur 
alas! he knows full well, they eſfcem 1uch a 
one as he below their Anger. 

All the Arguments he brings to prove his A 
{ic10n, being founded upan that word Cake, 1 ; 
Tlicy 
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they all vaniſh like ſmoak before the Wind : 
For ſuppole that were granted which he labours 
ſo much to prove, viz. That Chriſt did not 
(in ſome ſence) dye alike for ll : I do not 
{ce how that would in the leaſt hurt the cavſe 
we contend for, z. e. That he dyed with an In- 
tention to ſave all, it they repent and helieve ; 
and that he hath afforded a ſufficiency of mears 
to all: Let them allow this, and I will not cor.- 
tend about the other. 

2. The third Error of the Anabaptiſts, ſaith 
he, ( ard why not of ſome of the moſt Learned 
and Eminent Doctors of the Church of England ) 
is this, That God affords all men univerlal and 


ſufficient Grace, and-conſequentiy a power ot 


Free-will, to be ſaved if they will. 

The former part of this Charge Il own, accord. 
ing to the 4th. Article of our Conteſſion, in the 
Words by him cited: All Men are at overtime or 
other put into ſuck a capacity, as that ( throvgh 
the Grace of GoC) they may be eternally ſaved. 
And he rails bitterly at vs, for” faying, that if 
any periſh, it is not for want of the means of 
Grace, but for the- non-improvement of the Grace 
of God freely offered through Chriſt. And in 
this DoQtrine, faith he, Papiſts, Soctnians, Armit. 
mans and Anavaptiſts are ali agreed. Is it not as 
truc in this Doctrine 2lſo, that there is but one 
only true God, and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 
which Papiſts, Soctuians, Armixians, Baptiſts ard 
Presbytertins are all agreed ? Doth their agree 
ment make it a falſe DoAtrine ? Surciy n%4. 

As for his two Reaſons, I ſhall ſpezk to thera 
11 their order : 

1. For his inflance of the Pagzn Heathen 


World, 
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World, he ſaith, many of them have never hcard 
of Chriſt, cc. And therefore concludes, they 
have no [ufficient Grace, nor means of Salvation : 
Now ( ſaith he ) of theſe we boldly deny this 
Monſtrous ard Erroneous Ailertions 

Anſw. But 24S monſtrons as It is in his Eyes, 
what if ] force him to «- knowledge his reaſo. 
ning from Ic robe wholly groundlels,from hisown 
Princ i ip!le, 212. T har {ome perſons may be faved by 
CGoriit, without 4 particular knowledge of him, or 
an explicire Faith in him then ſome of theſe Hea- 
rheas may be taved by Chriſt,and may have a {ufh- 
ciency of means for their Salvation, no:withſtand- 
ing his contrary Aſſertion. That he holds ſuch an 
Opinion, i prove thus, becaule he aſſerts, T nat all 
Elet Infants dying in Infancy are ſaved : Now 
tis muſt be by Chriſt, altho' they are no more 
Capanic to know him, and bclitve in him, than 
thoſe Heatliers he ſpeaks of, What he ſays 
about their incapacity, becauſe they have no 
Preachers to inftiruft them, &c. thoſe {iy ings 
relaces £9 ſnch as have the Guſpel among them, 
tpon whom thole Duites are enforced, and do 
not relate to Heathens that lye under an in- 
vincible Ienorance, no more than they Go to 
lictle i;fants: For, as Dr. Tho, Goodwin faith, 
i2 his Azgravations of Sin, &c, Poſitive Laws 
Coine to be 1n force only where they are pro» 
mulgated. God doth not exact impoliible things 
from his Crextares, and then puſh them ve- 
cauſe they do not ohey him therein, for 1: 1s 
2n act of high Injuſtice; ſhail not the Judge of 


2ll the Farth do right ? 


Let Mr. H. take care to enſure his own Sal- 


vation, and not trouble himiclf with thoſe Se- 
C1645 
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crets which belong only ro God : Who made 
him (1 pray) a Judge of Heathens, that he pre- 
ſumes to ſentence them thus by whole-ſale to 
the torments of Hell fire? For rhe Lord our 
God is good to all, and his tendcr mercies are over 
all his Works: He is the God of the Spirits of all 
fleſh; And he hath ſent his Son to dye for them 
all. waich b:1ypeaks -his great Love towards 
them ; from whence we have reaſon to hope het- 
ter Caings, than that he mece lo many thouland 
millions of Souls on purpoſe to dama them, 
2$ the Calriniſts (ay. And this ieads m2 tothe 
Second Reaſon, for he rriomphs © over us in this 
ſaying, Thus this rotren Pillar of untverial Grace 
is overthrown. 

His 2d. is this, He denyes that God hath at- 
forded every pcrion ii the Yifible Chanrch taf 
ficient Grace for their Converhon. To make 
it ont, he ichifs upon Three things neceilary, 
in order to Converiion. 

t. That a Perſon fic under the Miniitry of 
the Word faithfully preached :  Multicndes { faith 
be ) in the vilible Church do vot enjoy a iaith- 
ful Miniſtry, ſom? none at all: Others, only 
{ach as are ſent in Pagel we that dawh with 
unterapcred Mortar, cc. 


Anjw. What viſible Church nnft this be that 
he ſpeaks of ? What, a Ci: nt bare no 
Preacher, and others Clurc! bave Preach 
Crs ſeit LO them "7 Juuginen ] « C15 C2ile 
not be the Churci: of Chr:il', tur rhe Srrizpogus 


of Satan : ror, Chriilt hath promiled to be with 
bis Church ( by his Spirit ) wlway,feven to the 
end of the World. But will ts charge alt this 


vpon God? I kwow that when tome Perſons 


= Sz 


— _— I. 


[. 96 7 
have finned away all their Mercies, ard the Grace 
offer'd them, 1hen he doth ſometimes pive thern 
up to ftronz {Jelufious, to believe Lyes, as is 
the caſe of tne Papiits and others; but he charges 
the fault upon themſelves, becavſe they did not 
receive tic love of the Irath, that they mighr 
be ſaved, byt Look ploeafiur2 tn Us righteouſneſs : 
It would thcrefore þ 2 norrid wickedneſs tor any 
that olds: Chriſtia iy, £0 — God with 
being the cauſe of this » when he hath declared 
their i)cftruftion 1s of them! om 

2. He taith, They cannot Þbc converted, except 
their Coniciences be awakened, and ſired ur.- 
der the Miniſtry of the Word, &c. Pf ſons may 
{it unger the beſt Miniſtry, and yet never be thus 
convinced, Now tiat we may know where he 
hath a Mind to lay the blame, he infinuates it 
in ſaying, this ( ,0nvVICt 1 ;1 3s only irom the Holy 
Spiric, who bloweth where he lifteth. 

Anſw. Ano 1 acknowledge that no Man 1s 
converted without the Operation of the Holy 
Spirit, yet 1 ain tar from thinking, that the rea- 
fon why they wre not converted, is becaule the 
Holy Ss Cot not operate wita the Word ; 
but it 1s bec421{c they refiſt the motions and ſtrive- 
ings thereof. God's Spirit did ſtrive with the 


' Old Wc rid, but they rcitited it, and periſhed 
. by the Flood : And as Stephen faith, Aits 7, 


51, Ye 4» always reſijs the Holy Ghoſt, as your Fa- 
thers did, 9 d» ye ; Now Stepren was better $killed 
in theſe matters than Mr. #. for he juſtifies 
God, ard ckarnes it upon them, as being a ſt;{l- 
Necked and obitinate Pcople, uncircamciled in 
Heart w_ Ears.: 

But, 3, faith he, ihere maſt be a divine 
pow? 
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powerful! drawing of the Soul to Chriſt by the 
Spirit, which he calls an irreliltible power ; which 
he alſo ſaith, is not afforded to ali that fit un- 
der the Golpel-Miniltry., and they cannot come 
to Chriſt without tr, 

Anſw, That the Divine Power 1s in it feif ir- 
reſiſtable, I grant, but chat is not here the Queſti. 
on : But whether that power be exerted in an 
irre{iſtable way ? which was the thing he ſhould 
F 1ve proved, if he had ſpoken 4d rem, but that 
ce ſeldom docs : And I have already proved, that 
the Spirit, in its Opereitons upon the Souls of 
M-n, bath often been reſiſted. However, the 
Man crys "iftory ; and faith, This Anabaptiſtie 
cal Doctrine of Univerial Grace, 3s but a lying 
Invention of their own, &c, which I will put 
up among the reſt of his Raitery, for it deſerves 
n9 better Treatment. 

As for what he ſays, that Free-will 1s the cons 
{equence of our Optnion; I aay truly '*y, Ly a 
fgure in Rhetorick, that he Is a profound mzn 
for drawing of Conſequences, But to the polar 
in Hand : 

The Words in the 4th. Article of our Con- 
felon, which he refers to, ace theſe; ** Unbelief 
© therefore being the cauſe, why the juſt and 
© righteaus God will condemn the Children 
& of Men, it follows againſt all contradiction, 
« that all Men, at one time or other, are pur 
*tinto ſuch a capacity, as that (through the 
«Grace of God ) they may be eternally ſa- 
« yed, John 1.7. Atts 17. 30. Mark 6.6, Heb. 3. 
10, 18, 19. 1 John 5.10. John 3. 17. 

Now there is not one word of Free-will 1a thoſr 
words, as quoted by himſelt, nor yet in the 

© Wale 
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whoi: Articles in that Confeſlicn, fo that he 
quarrels with his own ſhaddow, and not with 
tor we ſay, through the Grace of God. 

— _— we had let fall inch Words as 
his Friei | Mr. Raxter hath uled about Free-wiil, 
in his C Call to the Unconverted : Oh! what a noile 
would he have made about our Ears. His Words 
args iheſ*: xs. In bis Preface, ©* And for the 
© 503at of Free-will, which you harp fo long 
upon, Divines arc aot lo much diſagreed abour 
Ct as you imagine, Auguſtine as well as Pelaprns, 
et Calyty as well as Arminins. the Demmicans as well 
6 Sthe 7rluiresall Go generally maintain that Man 
" hath Free- will, No man of Brains denyeth 
that a Van hatl: a Will that 3s naturally free ; it's 
Tree K .n Violence, end it's a Selft- determining 
principle ; **In peze 31. We are commanded to 
*© teli 100, What chougats of Kindrels God hath 
* towards you, and bow happy, bow certainly 
and unfpeakably happy you ney be, it you 
will, paze 32. 1co here in the Name of the 
* Lord ci Litc, prociatm to you all that hizar me 
© this day,to the worit : of you, (0 Lhe greatcit, to 
& the oivelt Sinncr, Wat yoo may have Mercy and 
Salvation, if yo 2 Wall D3t turn ; there 1s Mercy 
*C tn (30d, there IS U4JUCICHICY IN Li c SatiStaclion of 
© Chritt,the promite is free, and Full,an d univerſal ; 
*© you may nave Life, 1t you wii: but tarn ; page 
oh vTeP Ii nothin: A Wil fcrve tur: 2 but Mer will yet 
© refule i CO cUrn, We ATC NCXT T9 conlicer who 
* iis long of, it they bedamugd: And this brings 
© me £0 :he [4it Diarice; which 5, 1Jaat if 
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© :ficr all this Meu wall not tar IC 1S NOT Jong, 

© of God that they are condemned '4 Out of them. 

& felves, cyen of their own Willy lacks; They 
4. ive 
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« dye, hecauſe they will dye; that is, becauſe 
* they will not turn; if you wiil go to Hell; 
« what Remedy? God here acquits himſelf of your 
© Blood, it ſhalt not lye on him 1t you be loſt ; 
*© p47. 102, But you ſeem to intimate all this wh'lz, 
© that Man bath Free-will ; his Anſwer is, The 
** Piſpute about Free-will is beyond j 'Our Cap Act- 
* ty, I ſhall therefore now crouble you with 0 
© more than this abvut it; your Will 1s natu- 
6 rally a free, that is, a felt-determining Fecul- 
© ty, hat 1t 18 vitioully inclined, and back, FALG 
*© to do good; but that is the wickedaeis of 
© tt, Which delcrverh the puniſhment ; your vil. 
mw ilit! is your very unwillinguels It telf, with 
”" excnſeth nat your tin, but maketh 1i£ the gre: 
ets ; Page 44. And thitk not to extry -/ate | 
a7 by ſaying, that it was only for his Elect, for 
© it was thy itn, and the kin of all the World 
© that lay vpon our Redeemer 5 ard bus Mm Ci 1- 
«4 fice and Stisfaction is ſufficicar tor all, and 
« the ſruits of it are offered to one as well as 
oy another : But it 1s true, that it was never the 11- 
© tent oi iis Mind to pardon Ka, ſave GY, Lat, 
© would not by Faith and Repeniance be con- 
«yerted, And in the next page he faith, it 
© rtiere be any man that cannot reconcile this 
«truth with the Doctrine of Predeſtination, or 
© the attaal daimnnation of tie Wicked, that s 
© kis own Ignorance, he hath no pretence lefe 
* tg@ deny or queſtion therefore the truth "i 
© the point in hand, for this is confirmed by 
« the Oath of Gal, ( Ezth. 33. 11.) and there- 
« fore mvſt not be diltorteg, to reduce It to 

« other points, but donbiiul vents muUb rather 
s he revqnced to it, and ceriata Troths mull 
| Us 2 6 bs 
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" be believed to agree with it, tho? our ſhal- 
* low Braivs do hardly diicern the Agreement. 
Tons far Mr. Baxter, and now let him rail at 
bim it he pieales, for we have given him 80 
occalion; but Mr. Baxtcr hath aſſigned the 19- 
rorance of Mr. Harriſon to be the cauſe. 

Bir, ( faith Mr. #.) The Foxrrth Error the 
Anabzn'iſts hoid, 1s, That a Perſon truly juſtified 
and ſanciified, 2nd ſo a branch in Chriſt, uni- 
t:d to him, may yet fall away, and be eternally 
damned, anc cites part of the 18h. Artitle of 
the fore-mentioned Confeſiion, 

Anſw. | will therefore deal impartially, ar”? 
reune the whole Ariicle, with the Scri 

large, and then the World will ſee, tnat t.. 
peeviiyi nels againlt rs is without any jalit cauſe : 
Article 18:6, That ſuch who are true Belicv- 
Ers, even Branches in Chriſt the Vine, ( and that 
In his Account, whom he exhorts to abide in him, 
Ton. 1,2, 3, 4,5. 1 am the truc vine, and my 
Fathtir 1s the Husbandman, eviry branch in me that 
beaverh nit fruit, be Haketh away ;, and every branch 
that brarcth fruit, be purgeth it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit: Now ye are cleans through the word 
nwhich [ hawc ſpoken into you, abide in me, and F jn you ; 
as tHe branch cannot bear fruit of it {clf, except it 

abige in the wins, m0 more can. ye, except ye avide tt 
me: I am the » YE are the branches, he that abi. 
detin in me " 17 fad} rhe fame brins jerh forth muci 
frutt, for with3at me ye can do noth:20 5) or ſuch 
who have Charity out of a pure ALY and of 

£006 Conſcience, and of Faith unfeigned, 1 71m. 
K's $« NC - ie end of te Commandment 1s Chartt y,0ut 
of a pure tt, arty and of a good Coſcience, and of Faith 
unfcigned ;, may nevertiticleſs for wart of Watch- 
faine'(s 
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fulneſs ſwerve and turn aſide from the ſame, v. 6, 
7. From which ſome bavins ſwerved, have turned 
aſide unto vain janglins, deſiring to be Teachers of 
the Law, underſtanding "neither what they ſay, nor 
what they affirm ;, and ' become 25 withered branch- 
es, Calt into the fire and burned, John 15. If a 
2man abide not tn me, be 15 caſl forth as a branch, and 
is withered, and men gather them, and caſt them into 
the fire, and they are burned : Bat ſuch who add 
unto their faith virtuc, and to virtue knowledee, and 
to knowledge temperarice, &c. 2 Per. 1. $5, 6, 7. 
Such ſhall never fail : Ver. $,9, 10. For if th eſe things 
be-in you, and abound, they make you that ye ſhall net- 
#jyov be lharren, mgr unfruct] "ul un the .owledge of our 
Lord Jeſus Cl riſt - But he that lacketh theſe things, 
35 blind, and cannot ſee afar off 1, and nath forgotten 
that be was purged from bis 'old ſins : . Wherefore the 
rather Brethren, ove dilizence to mabe your Calling 
and ElctI191 fare for if ye do thoſe things, ye ar 
never fall. *Fss impoſſible for all the falſe Chriſts, and 
falſe Prophets that are, and are 19 come, to dec: VE 
fuch, for they are kepr by the power of (God, through 
faith unto ſalvation, r Pet. 1. 8. 
| have oijicn wiſhed, that all Creeds had been 
cclivered only in the Words of Holy Scripture, 
that it might have prevented thole vain Janglirgs 
which the World hath been filled with about 
them; anc herein | have my Hearts defire in 
this Article : For the Reader may obſerve, 
that It 1s delivered in the plain, poſitive and 
expreſs words of Scripture: And yet, Behold ! 
the fury of this Man's unbricl-d paflion : For, 
he hath no ſooner recited the Words of the Ar- 
ticle, but he crys out, Abominable Dettrine ! falſe, 
dangerous, and uncomfortable DoCtrine ! doth 
bf 2 this 
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this man pretend to be a Gotpel-miniſter, and 
yet dare thus Ict ly his Rage 2nd Matice againſt 
Chriſt himſelf, 2nd his Blefled Apoities? Oh! 
what a'pals 1s hits World Come to 

i {hall ſay no more to ſuch horrid Trifling as 
this, for all he ſays againſt us, is a itone flung 
at the head, ( not of the gcneral Anabaptiſts, as 
he ſaith) bur at the head of Chriſt, and his Ame 
baſizdonurs : 1 pray God give him Repentance for 
it, that he may recover himſ-!! out of the ſnare 
of the Devil, who leads him captive at his 


Wil. 


He-proceeds in his falſe Accuſations againſt 
ns, avd faith, that the fiith Error of the Ana- 
b-ptifts is, They diſown all Miniſters, Chriſtians, 
and Churches of Ckriſt, to be any Miniſters, 
Ghurches or Chriſtians at all, but only ſuch as 
212 gathered in their way, that i is, by dipping : 
Aud for this he < quotes part of the 1th, Article, 
which 1s miſprinted in his Book the 147, Ar- 
Ticle. 

; muſt be forced to recite the whole Article, 
"a (e of his talſe Repreſentation of it , bur 
that 15 a fimali thing in bis Eyes, to belye the Bap- 
tits, and 2bute them, for his Book 15 tull of ſuch 
Rez Y, 

Article 11th, of our Confeilion of Faith, wa 
** the right and only way of gathering Chur ches, 
*( according to Chrift's appointment, Mar. 28. 
*« 19, 23. ) 1s firſt to teach, or prez ch the Go- 
$ ſp Vel ( AMazrh, 16. 15, 16.) to the Sons and 
* Davghters oi Men, aud then to baptize ( that 
*©js, rodip) in the Name of the Father, Son and 
© Holy Spirit, or in the Name of the Lord Je- 
#*" ſys Chriſt, ſuch only of them as profets Re.. 


** Pentance 


OO I ns 


[103 ] 

«© nentance towards God, and Faith towards 'o1t 
« Lord Jelus Chrill, .A#s 2. 238. AﬀsS. 12, 
* Afts18,8. And as tor all fuch who preach 
*© not this {)oftrine, but inſtead thereof, that 
& ScriÞcureleis thing of Sprinkling of Infants, 
& ( faltly called ga i 1 ) wacreby the pure Word 
** of God is made of your ettect, and rhe New- 
© Teſtament. way I brioging in Members into 
& the Chr:rch, by Regenerationy! cit our, when 
« as the #-0d-woman and her £91, that is to 
« {ay, the Ol) VYeſtament-way of bringing in 
« Children myo the Church by Geveration, 18 
© calt out, as ae the Scripture, Gal. 4. 22,23, 
* 24,30. Mat. 3.9,9. All fach Ne ut terly deny, 
« foraſmuch as we are commanded to have no 
*© fellowſhip with the nufcuittul works of Dark- 
* neſs, but rather to reprove them, Epy. 5. 11. 
'This is the Article he quarrels with, aud by the 
Grace of God we will abide by ir, as the rrne 
Way and Order of plaating a right Golpel- 
Church. 

Now pray Obſerve, how this Man doth abule 
us. 

r. la that here is nothing ſpoken of in this 
Article, but, the right way of gathering Chnrch- 
es, according to Chiilt's appointment, and we 
oaly deny them to be a rrue Viltble Church, 
who do not thus admit Mcmbers by Regenera- 
tion, but by Gegocration only ; and we have grear 
reaſon fo ta do, becaule they have only Humane 
Itvention tor their Foundat! 9, and not the Au- 
thority of God's Word as | have already ſhewed 
11 this Treatiſe, £2 which | reſer you. 

2, HÞ- xls his People, that we are you ſee 
no Churches, no Minilters, no Chriſtians, <=, 

H 4 vw hercas 


[104 ] 
whereas there 1s nothing of Miniſters intended 
in this Article, 2s all may fee that read it ; but 
that of Miniſters, under the Name of Elders, or 
Pſtors, is Contained in the 15th. Article : But 
he that writes in haſte, may repert at lei- 
lure. 

3. He ſaith, We do by that make them no 
Chriſtians : I maſt confeſs I know not what his 
People are, but! hope they are men of greater 
Charity aud Moderation than their Prieſt, or 
elſe lam ſure they are not well qualified Chri- 
ftizcs. Buc how can he think ſo trom that Ar- 
ticle* when the delipn thereof is, to ſhew who 
are vivcrly Members of a true viſible Church, 
and 0oTuerein declare, that every one before they 
are a2mi:ted to baptiim, are to be truc penitent 
Believers; and he knows 'tis our avowed prin- 
Ciplc nor to admit any other, but ſuch only that 
( in the jadgacnt of Charity ) areſo. What forts 
of Perſogs he accounts Chriſtians, 1 know not ; but 
I do account ſuch to be fo, that are true penitent 
Bel.cvcis, ard I hope there are many fuck in the 
Worlc, 4/thoy' they do not agree with us about 
iome of the external modes of Worlkip; bur 
£1115 12£Ms$ to be done on purpole, to exaſperate 
the Spirits of his People againit vs, but 1 hope 
thcy will not be fo unwife, as to mind what 
luch a Clamorous Pea ſaith againſt 'us, without 
better evidence. 

Having cleared our ſelves from this Abuſe, I 
nk 1t highly reaſonable, to know who it is he 
vwns for Churches agd Miniſters ; for thoſe that 
are rightly coritituted according to the Primi» 
tive Fattern he-is againſt ; fo that it muſt be ſome 
OLGCrs, 
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Now in Part 1. pazes. Mr. H. ſaith, Who- 
ever will be a Member of the Chriſtian Church, 
maſt be baptized. 

2. He tells us, That Perſons being knit to 
Chrilt, by a vital union, as they are living branches 
in him, and the Ele&t of God, is not a ground tor 
Baptiſm, and yet he confeſſes that thus only the 
Elect zre in Covenant, 

3. When he comes to give us an account, who 
are in the viſible Covenant, ({ which in his 
Language is vilivle Church-members ) he 
ſaith, page 7. Thus all who profeſs Chriſt, Tares 
an4 Wheat, Wiſe Virgins and Fooliſh, this is 
the ground of Baptiſm. He is much miſtaken about 
the Parable of the Tares, 1n At. 13. to apply 
it to Viſible Church-members ; for our Lord doth 
not ſay, the Field is the Church, but the field 
is the World : The 20nd Seed are the Chil- 
dren ot the Kingdom, ( 1.e. the Church ) and the 
'Tares are the Children of the Wicked One, 
(i.e. the Devil ); the Harveſt is the end of this 
World, and the Reapers are the Aogels, Cc. 
Now had I been to plead againſt ſome of the 
curſed perſecuting Tyrants of the World, or 
againſt thoſe bloody periecuting Principles and 
Practices of your Old Friend, John Calvin, 1 
would have uſed this Text for an Argument a- 
gainſt them, as genuine and proper, but it bath 
no relation to the viable Church ; for the Tares 
are the Rabble of the wicked, our of the vilible 
Church, and ſuch who ſhall be damned ;ernally, 
for the Angels ſha!l caſt them iato a Furnace of 
fre, &c. But however, it ſeems they will terve 
Mr. H. to make Church. members of ; for he 
laith in the words tollowing, They are to.be 

accounted 
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accounted Believers in Covenant, and their Chil-- 
dren to be baptized, aid that ali Infants of ſuch 
vclieving Parents 3re in the Covenant of Grace, 
ard yet ia the fame page he ſaith, We do not 
baptize perſons as the EleCt of God, or Infants, 
as the Infants of the Ele4, for we do not know 
who belong to the EleQion of Grace : But felf- 
contradittions are common with him.. 

E ſhall make ſome few Remarks upon it, and 
fo procced to what 1 intend. 

tz. That if all the uncooverted Hypocrites, a- 
ai0ng all that profeſs the Chriſtian Name, be 
but bapt ized, they are Bchzvers in the Covenant 
of Grace ; thi na by his own Prigciple they muit 
all be faved, for they can never fall totally and 
finally. 

2. That if 21] the Infants of ſuch ore in the 
Covenaat of Grzce, then they alio mnlſt needs be 
ſaved by his Doctrine. IVs an eafie way to bring 
Periotis into the Covenant of Grace, if ſorinkling 
2 little cold W ater 04 their Faces will do it. 

That nortwi:hitanding all this, ( it ſeems ) 
he doth not knuw that any one, either of his 
Church-members, or their Infants, are in the 
Covenait of Grace, ucither doth he baptize them 
as {ach ; tor he plainly confeſſes, he doth nor 
know who belongs to the EleCtion of Grace : 
I hen 1t's as plzin, that he is not ſure, that any 
of his Members, or their Infants, ſhall be ſaved, 
and then they are at charge to maintan him.to 
very littie purpoſe. Nay further, he doth not 
know, ( by this con! fofed way of arguing ) that. 
any of thoſe Charcnes, Miniſters, or Chriſtians, 
that belong to thoic vitible Churches he ralks 
of, are in aby more hopes of Salvation, _ 
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thoſe Heathens he ſpeaks of in another place, 
whom- he ( with Calvin of old ) «condemns to 
the pit of Heil, for no other imaginable Reaſon 
than the Decree of God, built only upon this 
Suppoſition, becanſe Gad will have it fo : But 
God will not entruſt theſe raſa Men to be Judges 
of the Wor Id, For be bath committed al Tudoement 
to the Son ; otherwite the poor Anabaptiits would 
be under baJ Ci: curalcances. 

| now proceed to profecute my Deſign, to dif- 
cover who it is that he iacends by Miriſtets, 
By Miniſters hz muſt needs integd thoſe that 
were before deſcribed to be Members, vic. Fitber 
his carnal Proicilors, or latants born of them : 
Infants he cannot mean, becauie they are not 
capable. It you would therefore he latisfied, he 
hath told you, it is all the Miniſters that profeſs 
Chriſt, belides thoſe of qur way ; For there lyes 
the Antitheſis : For he ſaith, we diiown them all 
ſo to ke, but our ſelves, and he owns them, or 
elſe he hath no reaſon to be angry with us. 
[| hope we are not to underſtand, that he is diſ- 
pleaied with us for diſowning them whom he 
dilowns. 

To be ſhort, The Memberſhip and Miniſtry 
of the Presbyterians, Epilcopal and Romiſh 
Church, are all built upon the fame foundztion, 
which will appear if you ask but a few Queſtions. 

1 ze. Whether the Presbyterians do not own 
the Church of Erziand to be a irue Church ? 
Their Aniwer mult be, Yes, becauic we received 
our Bapt:im from them, and never repeated it, 
and therefcre they muſt be a true Caurch, or 
elle our Baptiim is no true Baptiſm, 

2 Que, Whether the Presbytericns do not 
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own the Biſhops, and their Clergy, to be trne 
Miniſters? They muſt tel] you, Yes ; becauſe we 
received our Ordination from the Biſhops, and 
therefore if they are not true Miniſters, we have 
no pretence ſo to be, for we never repeated our 
Ordination, which I ſuppoſe ( among others). 
is alſo the caſe of Mr. Harrifon. 

3 2ue. When the Epiſcopal Miniſters have 
been asked, Whether the Church of Rome be a 
true Church? They have often piven this An- 
iwer, Yes : For if the Church of Rome be not a 
true Chyrch, we can't ( fay they) be true Mem- 
bers; for we received our Baptiſm from the 
Church of Rome, and never repeated 1t; there- 
fore the Chnrch of Rome muſt be a true Church. 

4 Que. If you ask them allo this Queſtion, 
Whether the Prelates of the Pope of Kome be true 
Miniſters? They anſwer, Yes: For we received 
our Ordination from them, and never repeated 
it ; therefoce they maſt be true Miniſters, 

Beſtdes, If any Man that is a Prieſt of the 
Church of Rome, become a Profelite to the Church 
ot Enoland, upon recanting of his Popiſh Errors 
he is admitted to the Miniitry, without re-or- 
diration. 

Morcover, They bave all three profeſſed the 
ſame Principles and Spirit of Tericcution, againlt 
thoſe that differ from them in matters of Re- 
ligion, as1s manifeſt to all the World. 

Thus I think i have made good my Poſition ; 
and alio ſhewn, That the Mother of Harlots, and 
her two Daughters, {poken of in the Revelations, 
are built upon the ſame Founcation, as to their 
Memberſhip and Miniſtry, and are ated by the 
ſams Spirit of Perlecution, Theſe are the m__ 
© 
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of falſe Churches, and not of the true Spouſe 
aud Wife of Chriſt ; and this hath exaQly ful- 
filled that prediCtion, Rev. 16.19. asto the for- 
mer part of it ; The great City was divided into 
three parts ; and | nope the litcer is beginning to 
be fulfilled ; and the Cues of the Nations,(1. 6. Na- 
tional-Churches ) fcil, and great Babylon { 4. e. 
Rome } came in remembrance before God: For 
thanks 'be to God, the Earth hath holpen the 
Woman, (s. e. the true Church ) _ = have 
now by the Favour oi our Rulers, the Liberty 
of ovr Religion given us by Law, 

The fixth Error he charges us with, is employ- 
ing many weak, 1gnoratit Men, to preach, 
that have Pride and Confidence enongh Lo think 
themſelves fir to teach others, who have yet 
more need to be taught themiclves the very 
firſt Principles of Religion, 

Anſw. Here is not five whole Lines, and yet 
all this opprobrious L—_ fe, weak, ignorant, 
proud and confident: Bur why did not this Man 
of profound Leaining and Parts, ( in his own 
Concelt ) tell us oi lome cf thoſe many that. he 
mentions, who have necd to be taught the very 
firſt Principles of Religion ; and tel} us how they 
may attain to greater pecteClion in Knowledge. 
I dare-fay, they muit got come to (earn of him ; 
for 1 hope we have no Teacher of ov1 way, but 
underſtaiics the fix Principles of Chrift's DeErine, 
Hleb.6. 1,2. better than be doth, or elſe they 
are very ignorant. It's our care to inſtruct e- 
very oue, beforc they are baptized, into the know. 
ledge of thoie things, and by theſe two Treztiſes 
it's manifeſt, that Mr. #/arri/on is more ignorant 
about the true Bzpillin,ond the gathering of a true 
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Goſpel-Church thzn any of our Teachers can 
poſſibly be, for they own and contend for both ; 
but he ſets himſelf tro oppoſe both Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles therein. But, faith he, it's theſe ig- 
ncrant Men, that manage two Callings, the 
Miniſtry and a private Trade, that broach mcſt 
oe Errors. 
anſwer, Did not the Apoſtles follow theic 

drm fter they were ordained ? divers of them 
were Filler-men, and followed that employment, 
afrer they were Apoſtl:s: And the great Apo- 
ſtle Pau! wrought at the Trade of a Tent-ma- 
ker, that he might make the Goſpel without 
charge : And in AZﬀs 20. 34, &c. he makes this 
folemn Appeal to #n Aliembly of Miniſters ; Zea, 
you your ſelv1s now that theſe hands have mimijtred un- 
roy neceſſues, and io them that were with mc © I have 
ſnewed you all th:ngs, bow that (o | abouring ye 0; ht ty 
ſupport the weal,,, and to remember the words of the 
Lord Teſus, bow he ſaid, it is more tle fea to groe 
than to recetue: And Paul you know was Drought 
up a 3chojar, and was certatuly a more Learned 
and Excellent Man than Mr. Harriſon, and yet 
he did rot diſdain to yoin labuur with bis Mi- 
niſtry. And it's certainly moſt commendable, 
for any Miviſter of Chriſt that hath ability of 
Lody, to labour wiih his hands in an honeſt Em- 
ployment, according ta the Apoſtle's Exam ple; 
but it he be ugcapable, tie Chirch ought to 
mMaiitiin tim for the Labourer is wortny of 
his Hire, ood the Work-man of his Mczat : Bat 
ſuch that are Loiterers, ang not ! .2bvarcrs, who 
ſeek the Ficece more taan the lock, 1t they 
have any Thing, its more thay they deicrve. 

As for Witat ug iaith abgut ability for the Work. 
QI 
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2» the Miniſtry, had he but confidered who %« 


had hoen Writ wg co, he might. have ſav'd hin;- 
leii the 1ibour, be xnowtag what is ſaid upon 


* Ati 
that Subject in the ($9, ano 16th, &riicles of our 
Confeſſion of Faith, which I am cerfoin he knows 
not how to mend, nor well ts imitate :- and if 
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Io0 ot Faith, FI ſ { 65 NW 1H! Jie it Ci 4 }, 3 {Af { ( QIN oh re 
1. with the Holy $ ures, 2nd he world learn 


mere True Divinity from it,the! heever did in the 
Uaiveriity, it ever he was of any 

As for vis Nezziion about .a Miniſters Ona- 
Iifications, I do nc: covcede thereto; for | 
Parts and Giits do not! make a Yin © Mirifter 
Now let us liear wohat th iNture Jaith, FE 
.. d. Fle 04 0tjis unt9 or. x M1 |, 
-x * Os * Ut | fi 7 / JC; iy Vel "7 To. A4IVC1 [5 0 17 
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6, 7, 8. Having then oifts Al//eriz;7, CC. 1 Coy 
I2. 71 8, 9. 10,11. Bit the maiitjeilt ati: 

Sperit 1s goven 10 euery ma t0 prout munal:s For to 
Owe 15 phuen by the Spirit the word of WW, 
another Ac. Bute ol thile wo! weth (hat one an the 
felf-jame 't V 71.70 " VC Uiy as 
be will: Bat what ar; "beſt Gi!!Sviyen ior ? the 
Apoitl2 Peter relolves the Quo !! 1 {er. 4. 10, 
11 As EVErY 7PIAN Path CCTUCA i Ig Calf r 10 
mnjeer the ſame one to w6ther, ar and omar, f 


irit, al Ut, f0 £765 


«» 4 G IITE 
. F p j PL. OO ; fp : 
the o Atl old (1 T1 £ (41 a4 077 A - s b F, * 4 J $1 FA . 'TÞ 7 
- / Ln f of” 
INT fp cal v5) f 1M {)y Ar {Ce f (: Cd 3 f , , "1 F "y 112 |; C', 
J 4 "7 s LJ. / e/- 1 | ”Y 
ltr him 2 It 443 U; I 1)C AM Y E.1t CG E O81 . $1.47 
4 1 l, [ 1h ef yiyz £1 / OY TT 
God in all thing i WAY OC £07 Flood E701 901 FOfits CEN, " 
by _ -, 
Z 
0 IW hom Hl be praiſe And avur1nion [Ur CUCY amd < Tory 


Amen. From theſe and Cifcts Cthe placcs of 


[ 112] 

Holy Scripture, it doth appear that the Spirit 
is able to fit men for the Work of the Mini- 
ſtry, withouc Humane Learning ; but all rhe Hu- 
mane Learning in the World will not fit any 
man for that Work, wichout the Gifts of the 
Spirit: For we have always found, that the moſt 
Learned Men in Arts and Sciences, have com- 
monly introduccd Lhe greatelt Errors into the 
Ghurch. 

As for what you ſay about Ocdination,it reſpects 
ſettled Miniſters, as Paſtors of Churches, &c. 
But it's as trac, irom the very Qualifications laid 
down in Timothy and 7:5, concerning Elders or 
Paitors, that it's both lawiul, and a Duty, for 
an dained men to preach, it they are fitted for 
that work ; For how elſe ſhonld the Churches 
Know, when they chooie them to that Office, 
that they are fit to teach, and able by found 
Doftrine to exhort and convince Gain-ſayers, if 
they had never been exerciled before in that 
Work ? } us | have aulwered all that is ne- 
ceſſary to be ſpoken to in Mr. arrijon's two 
Treatiſles, 2ud that it may be bieſſed to 9ll thoſe 
zood Ends aud Purpoſes for which it 1s intend-. 
ed, is the Heariy Prayer of him, who ſub"ribes 
himſelf 


A fincere Lover of your Souls, 


W. R. 


